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The enclosed documents were reviewed under the Freedom of Information/Privacy Acts (FOIPA), Title 5, 
United States Code, Section 552/552a. Deletions have been made to protect information which is exempt from disclosure, 
with the appropriate exemptions noted on the page next to the excision. In addition, a deleted page information sheet was 
inserted in the file to indicate where pages were withheld entirely, The exemptions used to withhold information are marked 
below and explained on the enclosed Form OPCA-16a: 


Section 552 Section 552a 


□(b)(1) 

□(b)(7)(A) 

□(d)(5) 

□(b)(2) 

□(b)(7)(B) 

8(j)(2) 

□(b)(3) 

®(b)(7)(C) 

□(k)(1) 


□(b)(7)(D) 

□(k)(2) 


□(b)(7)(E) 

□(k)(3) 


□ (b)(7)(F) 

□(k)(4) 

□(b)(4) 

□(b)(8) 

□(k)(5) 

□(b)(5) 

□(b)(9) 

D(k)(6) 

B(b)(6) 


□(k)(7) 


211 page(s) were reviewed and 204 page(s) are being released. 


® Document(s) were located which originated with, or contained information concerning other 
Government agency(ies) [OGA]. This information has been: 


E! referred to the OGA for review and direct response to you. 

□ referred to the OGA for consultation. The FBI will correspond with you regarding this 
information when the consultation is finished. 


® You have the right to appeal any denials in this release. Appeals should be directed in 
writing to the Co-Director, Office of Information and Privacy, U.S. Department of Justice,1425 
New York Ave., NW, Suite 11050, Washington, D.C. 20530-0001 within sixty days from the 
date of this letter. The envelope and the letter should be clearly marked “Freedom of Information 
Appeal" or “Information Appeal." Please cite the FOIPA number assigned to your request so that it 
may be easily identified. 

□ The enclosed material is from the main investigative file(s) in which the subject(s) of your request was 
the focus of the investigation. Our search located additional references, in files relating to other 
individuals, or matters, which may or may not be about your subject(s). Our experience has shown, 
when ident, references usually contain information similar to the information processed in the main file(s). 
Because of our significant backlog, we have given priority to processing only the main investigative file(s). 







Enctosure(2) 


If you want the references, you must submit a separate request for them in writing, and they will be 
reviewed at a later date, as time and resources permit. 

□ See additional information which follows. 


Sincerely yours, 


David M. Hardy 
Section Chief 
Record/Information 
Dissemination Section 
Records Management Division 
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LEWIS K. ROCKEFELLER 
27 t»» Dior. New York 


COMMITTEES: 

Immigration and Naturalization 
Library 
1 Territories 


Congress of tjje ®mteb Stated 

^ouae of ftepregentatfteg 

®Elafif)in 0 ton, JS. C. 


Hon.J.Edgar Hoover,Director 
Bureau of Investigation 

My dear Mr. Hoover: v' 


The enclosed letj>er addressed to my secretary 
by Dai del J,^>tfMahon, New Yor£ City, with respect 
to 'Villiairf^T^aVarre will be found self-explanatory. 

Any information you can give us in the matter will 
be appreciated. Please return correspondence with 
your reply. 


Very truly yours 


/. ...Berofdefi 
... Che died. 

...I. . 


Routed.. r 
Searched^ 
Numbered 


FEDERAL BUREAU Of Jfiffl&TMaTlQN 


i‘ iREdDRDBD & INDEXED 


OERAL BUREAU OF INWESTIQATI 


U.& DEPART itiftiT OF JUSTICE 


» - 50 —' 

ODOr- 
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md 




January 8, 1941 


Mias Mary O’Connor ^ 

c/o Hon. Lewis K. Rockefeller 
House Office Building 
Washington, D. C, 



f 


Dear Miss O'Connor: 


client 


I wrote to y ou earlier today with respect to my 


_ J He is being sued for libel and 

, s.lftftder by g, fl'gntlgiaan ,known aa milium LaVarre. | I 
I | will not be able 

to appear on the trial and I am trying to make out the best 
possible defense without a client. TH* alleged libel 
charge s briefly that LaVarre is a fakir and a liar and that 
knew of his past "case histories". 


_ I have rounded up some evidence that justifies 

I I statements but I should like to'have as much as 
possible. Could you contact the F.B.I. and see if they 
have anything on the gentleman? 


I enclose herewith a brief description outlining 
some of his activities. 

1 I has suggested to me’that LaVarre was appre¬ 
hended in 1939 "trying to smuggle goods into the United 
States on a diplomatic passport (big scandal, think he had 
to pay $10,000.00 fine)". 


Any information that you can get on this or any 
other of the gentleman's activities would be most helpful. 

It may well be that I am asking a large order and I want 
you to know that if there is any danger involved either to 
you or the Congressman in ascertaining these facts please 
let me know and I certainly shall not expect you to do it. 
Use your best judgment. 


■X 

With kind regards. 


b7C 

bfi 


Sincerely, 


6-6 / y O'- / 



► 




WILLIAM LAVAkRRE 

" ,• 

BORN: August U, 1898, Richmond Virginia 
MASKED* Yes 


HEIGHT: 


" WEIGHT: 16Q 


■ v rT- 
>.: 


COLOR OF HAIR: Brown arri graying 

" " MUSTACHE: Black 

RESIDENCES (foraer): 

1928-1930 - Augusta, Georgia 

1931-1940 — Riverside, Connecticut 
Westport, Connecticut 
Hotel Des Artistes, 

1 West 67th street 
New York City 

ARRESTED: N.Y. City, February 25, 1930 on Federal warrant. 



CONVICTED: Criminal contempt - U. S. District Court, Southern 
District of Georgia, June 28, 1930 




JW/br 

62-6X481-1 


30, 1*1 


honorable Lowie K« Hockefoiler 
Hhn of RipmantitlTH 
iMfclmton, D. 0. 


Hr door Copp*ea«aaai 


I wish to acknowledge freooipt of jmr 
lot tor do tod J 0 M 017 10 , 1941, together with ito 


SlnaerriLy joure, 


Plaooo bo odvlMi that tho rooo< do of 
thlo Bureau ton boon oheekod, but no Information 
could bo loantod oonoomlnj tho indivMnol mentioned 
In your lottor. You «ill porhopo recall that thlo 
Information 000 telephonicelly oubaltted to your 
■century by Mr. 0. E. Klelnboiaf of thi a Bureau on 
January lp, 1941. 


Tho onoloeuro tranaaltied ^.th your 
lottor lo returned herewith. 


*lth eapreeelone of ay H|N*t eeteen 
end boot regarde, I an 


’*'• ’• - 1 ii.: .y, 2" ; 

1 0 J<-V . I i r : 
■ V '' 1 i C. u 

I ' =AiV O' '1)4/ ^ 


. *' I 
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Utefkerol Surcau of Inuratigatian 

United States department of Justice 

New York, New York 

MMCsHM February 7, 1941 

Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

o 

Re: WILLIAM LAVARRE 

INTERNAL SECURITY MATTER 


Dear Sir: 


The following letter is being quoted for the informa¬ 
tion of the Bureau* 



"Subject: 


WILLIAM IA7ARRE 
Harvard Club, 
New York City. 


" . The above subject who claims he is an explorer, author 

of ''Southward HO,' a Fellow of the American and Royal Geographi¬ 
cal Society, and member of the Explorers' Club, was introduced 
to Major Godfrey at a social function by Captain Adler, Steamship 
Master for the Grace Line. 




" The subject gives the impression of being intimately 

connected with all investigative branches of the Government and 
permits the impression to be formed that he is actively engaged 
in work for the State Department of Washington. He talks quite 
freely, airing supposed knowledge of Army Officers' orders to 
duty and similar matters. Qi the 27th of December, at a social 
affair, Mr. Lavarre talked at length to the hostess, Mrs. de JAN, 
then living at the Bey^rly Hotel, New York City. She had a 
personal letter from correspondents in Panama outlining the 
general political situation which Mr. Lavarre took f for State 
Department purposes,' as he claimed. 


" Mr. Lavare stated that his primary business for the 

State Department was Counter-Fifth-Column activity, also that 
the State Department had brought pressure on the magazine 
• PM' to prevent them from continuing the publication of articles 
by RICKARD 0. BOYER on South and Central America. Mr. Lavarre 
also stated that he was shortly leaving for South America on 
State Department business. y , > 

'J* BJSCOKDttG f,U f' S '/*V 
Sc 

Tmwjnr® ^ 





f 

i 
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February 7, 1941 


" A check with the Naval Intelligence, Federal- 

Bureau of Investigation and the local office of the S + ate u 

Department shows that Lavarre is unknown to any of them 

and is not an agent of any of those departments. 

* 

" It is requested that any information available 

concerning Mr. LAVARRE be furnished for the files of this 
office. 

" For the Assistant Chief of Staff, 0-2; 


"S. V, CONSTANT 
Lt. Col., G.S.C. 
Executive Officer ,G-2. 


For the information of the Bureau, the files of this 
Office contain no prior record of subject, and no investigation 
in this matter will be conducted by the New York Office in the 
absence of Bureau instructions to the contrary. 

Very trul y yo urs, 

B. E. SACKETT, 

Special Agent in Charge 


- 2 - 





EWTtDMMtEL 

,Da -' -6, </f/ 


Maroh 21* 1941 


Honorable Adolf A. Eerie, Jr 
Aaaietant Secretary of State 
Department of State 
hashington, D. C. 


I an setting forte herein the oontent of a letter 
conoomir^ Mr. Hills* Lavafre, Harvard Club, See York City 
ehloh was received at the Nee Xbrk office of thle Ooreau 
free the Military Intelligence Divisioni 


Subject! WILLIAM LAVARRB 
Harvard Club, 
Nee York City. 


"Th* above subject eho dales he le an explorer, 
author of 'Southward HQ,• a ftllee of the Aeerioan 
and Royal Geographical Moiety, and eaeber of the 
Explorers' Club, eaa introdeoed to Major Godfrey at 
a aocial function by Captain Adler, Steamship Master 
for the Oraoe Line. 


"The subject gives the iRpresslon of being 
Intimately connected elth ell investigative branches 
of the Oovarrasent and permits the impression to be 
formed that he is actively engaged in sorfc for the 
State Department of Vashington. Ha talks quite 
freely, airing supposed knowledge of krmy Officers' 
orders to duty and ateller natters. On the 27th of 
Deoenber, at a social affair, Mr. Lavarre talked 

SfCi'lON j 
M A • / l Jj ! 

•'WAP aSJKtdi l 


i*J| : 



Honorable udolf A* Derle, Jr* 


at length to tha hoeteae, Km. de JAM# then living 
at tha Beverly Hotel, lav lark City* She had a 
para oral latter fro* obrreapondents In Panaaa out¬ 
lining tha general political situation which Mr* 
Lavarre took •for State DepartnM* purposes#* aa ha 
olalmed* 


"Ur. Uvarre atatad that hie priaary business 
for the State Department aaa Counter-Fifth Colton 
aotivity, alao that the diet* Department had hr Wight 
preaaure on the aagaalm *P I' to prevent than fJroa 
continuing the publication of articles by RICHaRD 
0. BOTBR wi South and Central Aanrloa. Mr. Lavarre 
alao atatad that he aaa ehortly leaving fbr Sooth 
America on State Departnent business. 

"a oheok with the Rated Intelligence, Federal 
Bureau of Inveetlgatlon and tha local office of the 
State Departnent ahewa that lavarre la unknown to 
any of them and la not an agent of any of thoaa 
departments* 


"It ie requested that any lufbrtiatlon available 
aonoomlng hr* IAVARRE be f\iral4»d for the file* of 
this office. 


"For the Aesletant Chief of Staff, 0-2 1 

"S. v. oohstkkt 

Lt» cdl«e o*b*c* 

Executive Officer, 0-2." 

I would appreciate being advised If your department 
hae information concerning this Individual, which would wake 
investigation by this Bureau inadvisable* He action in this 
respect will be taken pending advioe from you* 

Sincerely youre. 


Mlu Candy 



SO OFFICIAL COMMUNICATIONS TO 
A ** THE SECRETARY OF STATE 
WASHINGTON, D. C, 

/*■ 


./il 


In reply refer to 

FC 900.20211 Lavarre, Wllliam/2 


PERSONAL, AND 
CONFlDgflTIAL 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 


APR 3 li 




Dear Mr. Hoover: 

I have received your personal and confidential 
letter of March 21, 1941 Inquiring whether the 
Department of State has information concerning 
Mr. William^Lavarre, Harvard Club, New York City, 
which would make Inadvisable an investigation by 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation. In reply I 
may say that the Department of State has no In¬ 
formation which would make such an Investigation 


inadvisable. 


I. % 

ijz */w 


Sincerely yours, 


The Honorable 


J. Edgar Hoover, Director, 


Adolf A. Berle, 
Assistant Secretary 


U,> -A/'/?/ 




Federal Bureau of Investigating 

i il&T ljg j 
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April 28, 1941 


Assistant Director Earl 4* Cotmellay 
New York, Hew York 


tffii W1LLIAI LAYARRKi 
IHTKWIAL SECURITY. 


Dear Sir» 


Reference la made to your letter dated February 7, 
1941, wherein you set forth the content of a communication 
which wan dirocted to your office by the Executive Officer 
of 0*2 . 

Xhia matter was referred to the Department of State 
which has advised that it is la possession of no information 
concerning this Individual which would preclude the desirability 
of an investigation relative to his activities and background. 

The Bureau indioes reflect a letter dated January 
10, 1941, from Honorable Lewis K. Rookefeller, House of Repre¬ 
sentatives, 'Washington, D, C., with which waa transmitted a 
copy of an unsigned communication concerning a civil suit 
instituted by the subject, copies of which are being forwarded 
herewith. It has not been possible to locate a criminal record 
as reflected in the enclosure at the Seat of Government, 


An additional reference indicates that william 
Lavarre furnished information to the Department of state con¬ 
cerning the Panamanian Consul General who is presently under 
investigation by your office in the case entitled "Panamanian 
Espionage Activities In Hew York City; Espionage - G." 


Mr. felfoa 

Mv. I. A. T« 
Mr. Cleu 


Mr. rsmnfe ^ 

Mr. •Mvlsi 
Mr. uM 


MIS Nichols 


Mr.jtulnn Tamm 

I i 


You are directed to institute a discreet background 
investigation concerning thia person with respect to the alle¬ 
gations contained in the communication which was forwarded to 
you by the military authorities. 

CCf«^IVS y^llOIV ' 

VI i\ f- )/ ' ' \ 

* 23 / 94s rV 


Very truly yours. 


l 


u. 3. offixrwfwr untfsyc^ 


John Bdgar Hoover 
Director 
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MIM «M>nar 








M XMOM4 - Ju3y 16, 1*41 

ODA'DXk 


As Blatant Director Karl J. wonnallflgr 
Rea Toxic, Koa York 

< Rat WILLIAM LAVARRBj 

IR7ERHAL SECT ROT. 

Dear Slri 


Refaraooe la nade to Bureau latter of April 38, 1941, 

In which you wore advised that the Departosnt of State has Indicated 
that it la not in possesalon of aogr Information concerning the 
captioned lndlrictial which would Meolude the desirability of an 
Investigation rolative to his activities and background. You wore 
dlreoted to institute a dlsoreet pjellalnsiy Investigation ooroom¬ 
ing this person with respect to the allegations contained in the 
cojwaunication which was forwarded to you by the Bceoutlv* Officer 
of Cr-2, and idiich you fumlahad to the Bureau In a latter dated 
February 7, 1941. 

A review of the Bureau fHag does not reflect an Investi¬ 
gative report omnatlng trim your office end in view of the extreme 
delinquency in this Better, you are dlreoted to place it in line for 
Innedlate attention in order that a report nay be subedited not 
later than July 30, 1941. 

Vary trolly yo urs . 


Mr. Teteee 
Mr. I. A. rise 
Mr. Clegg ______ 

Mr. rnwwth_ 

Mr. Qtavht _ 

Mr. Ladd_ 

Mr. Nlcholt _ 

Mr. Rnwi __ 

Mr, canon 
Mr. Drayton 
Mr. Quinn Tarorn 



yt 


Mr. fm 


John Bdgar Hoover 
Director 



Mm gang* 



+ * 

Ste&erai Bureau of Inurstigatiou 

llnltrh States department of JJustlre 

New York, N. Y. 


LMCsFKT 

100-12582 


August 18, 1941 


Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
?Tashington, D. C. 

o 

Re: WILLIAM LAVARRE 
INTERNAL SECURITY 

Dear Sir: 

Reference is made to you rletter of July 16, 

1941, Bureau file 100-11824, requesting that a report 
be submitted in this case not later than July 30, 1941. 

Please beadvised that due to the numerous 
expedite investigations in this office, and the shortage 
of personnel, it has been impossible to assign this case 
for investigation. However, every effort will be made to 
place the case in line for assignment and expedite the 
submission of a report. 

Very truly yours. 


E. J. CONNELLEY V 
Assistant Director 


V5 


<\ \ •> \ 


>v I 


. .-J A'- 


• M. * -.C T ^ 


^9 - - - 

BK<*ra» 6 J &/'/%/- / 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

7 AUG 19 1941 

U S, DEPARTMENT Of JUSTICF 









* \ FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION ^ ^' ; 

Form Noi l ^ \ \ ^' 

th/s caA: originated AT NEW YORK CXTT h^- NT file NO. lO0-l2$S2-i-'WM 


NEW TOHK CTTT 


REPORT MADE AT 


NEW TOHK ClflE* 


DATE WHEN MADE J TORIOD FOP 
•1 WHICH MAD 


| 10/L4/4L \| 8A9,20/41 


REPORT MADE BY 


L. E. BROWN 


CHARACTER OF CASe 


\) VmXIAI,rJOHWINE\LA.VARRE, Jr,, Alias WilliamLavarre INTERNAL SECURITY 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


^ Who's Who for 1932-1933 ^fleets that LAVARRE 
^ was an author, 0 APonomist,' and publisher, born 
in Richmond, Virginia, on August 4> 1898* He 
has been leader of several expeditions in 
South America on economic research and pro¬ 
moted development df diamond fields in British 
Gudaia, and ia an‘.authority on economic explora¬ 
tion. DANIEL Jr*HcMAH0N, New Tork City, advised 
that LAVARRE lays claim to being an explorer 
and author and has written a few books* He 
further advised that LlWARRE's reputation is 
somewhat questionable and he appears to be a 
professional litlgiuvt. Vice President of the 
New Yo£k ’•Times 1 ’ a&vxsed that he was in part¬ 
nership with LAVARRE in 1930# and because of 
unethical practice on LAVARRE '3 part, the 
partnership dissolved and LAVARRE was arrested 
m 1930 for criminal oantempt of court for 
refusing to abide by a oourt decision on im¬ 
pounding partnership fugAe. Ha further ad¬ 
vised that LAVARRE preseittly is writing comic 
strips for the Bell Syndicate and King Features, 
■) New Tork City, 


REFERENCE: Bureau letter to New Tork dated April 28, 19a* 


QOPIES OF THIS REPORT fm 

ij - Bareau 

4 - New York M t * > 
COPIES DESTROYED 

187 0CT2»^-- 


DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES 


l? / i" / 


_ T?? /. 

KEOORDFD 


V. m. t'Ufiinwinr ramriwo orriw 7—203* 




DETAIIS: It is noted that in previous correspondence in this case, the 

subject ha#'t>een carried a 3 .flttU.JAM LAVAHRE# However, investigation has 
reflected that the subject’§'"Yuli name is WILLIAM JOHANNE LAVARRE, Jr. 

From a perusal of Who's Who in America, Volume 17, for the 
years 1932-1933, the following biography was found on LAVARRE: 

'nillLIAH; JOHANNE LAVARRE, Jr., author, economist, publisher. Home Richmond, 
Virginia, born August 4, 1898, son of WILLIAM J. and LBLIA (HAYNES) 

LAVAHRE. 

Special Stii dent. Harvard. Married ALICE LUCILL^fifjilOTT of 
Brooklyn, New York, July 27, 1927. 

Leader of several expeditions into South America on economic 
research; discovered and promoted development of diamond fields of British 
Guiana; an authority on economic exploration. Commenced analysis of New 
York City as a market for merchandise in 1922. Counsel to corporations 
in New York City salens control, 1923 and 1927, counsel and consultant to 
newspapers in 1928. . President and publisher, Columbia, South Carolina, 
Record, Spartanburg (S. C.) Herald, Spartanburg Journal..Chmn. bd. and 
pub. Augusta (Ca.) Chronicle. Organized Piedmont Press As3n., 1929; 
pres. The Publishers Investment Corp* Dir. Harriman International Corp. 
Mem. Assn for Advancement of Science of Marketing. Episcopalian. 

Clubs - Explorers, Harvard (New York), University (Washington) 

Author pf The Magazine for Diamonds, 1928. 

Selling Advertised Merchandise in 105 Markets of NYC, 1926. 

Specifications of the New York City Market, 1927. 

also articles in magazines on economics. 

Home, 1160CFifth Avenue, New York City. " 

Miss EVELYN SBARRA of the Credit Bureau of Greater New York, 

393 Seventh Avenue, furnished the credit record concerning LAVARRE. 

This record reflected that it had been written on August 7, 1937, and at 
that time LAVARRE was living at 12 East 88th Street, New York City; that 
he was 39 years old, married, has traveled a good deal and formerly stayed 
at the Hotel Bedford. It indicated tliaV^RAVARRE's wife's first name was 
SYLVIA. This credit reoord further revealed that LAVARRE is an explorer 
and writer and that he has written books on his experience in the African 
jungle; also that he writes a comic strip for the New York "American «, 
Journal", which is syndicated to the King Features Syndicate and which 
appears in the Sunday paper. 


2 


100-12582 


This report further reflected that XAVARRE was a member of the Harvard 
Club, which is located at 27 West 44*H Street, New York City, and has^ 
been a member in good standing for the past ten years; that he ie lasi-e 
in Who's Who and has been on several expeditions in South America and 
Africa. The record further reflected that IAVARRE did his banking.busi¬ 
ness with the Corn Exchange Bank, Grand Central Branch, and that his 
savings account was in the loir and middle three figures. 

f 

It further reflected that EDWARD C. THOMAS, an attorney of 27 
Cedar Street, New York City, had advised that $356.00 had been obtained 
in a Judgment against IAVARRE in British Guiana for equipment furnished 
by a client of THOMAS. It was also stated that a judgment had been 
obtained against IAVARRE for $46.00 by the Consolidated Press Clipping 
Bureau on June 30, 1939, for services rendered, 

Mr. M. , 25 West 43rd Street, New York City, advised 

that he represented WILLIAM P/'RaMBO, who was in the United States 
Consular Service at Forta Leza, Cera, Brasil, and that RAMBO was being 
6ued by IAVARRE on libel charges. Mr. McMAHON advised that some time ago 
RAMBO made contact with one RENEN3ELBENOIT, who was an escaped /French 
convict from Devil's Island, and that 8SLB.ENOIT had agreed to write his 
experiences, and that RAMBO contracted to translate BEL3EN0IT's writings 
into English and to shape them up for him into book form. Mr* McMAHON 
stated that BELBENOIT's book was finally published and proved to be a 
best-seller; that the title of this book waa^Dry Guillotine", Continuing, 
Mr. McMAHON stated that after RAMBO had translated BELBENOIT's work, 
BELBENOIT was sent to New York City with the manuscript for the purpose 
of having it published; that on BELBENOIT's visit to New York City, he 
had made contact with IAVARRE, who in some manner practically took oharge 
of the matter and deprived RAMBO of his credit in the work and also de¬ 
prived RAMBO of his commission on the book. Continuing, Mr. McMAHON 
Btated that subsequent to this, BELBENOIT's next book was entitled 
''"Westward Ho", and in issuing a book review on this book, the publisher 
gave IAVARRE credit for his work in "Dry Guillotine". Continuing, McMAHON 
stated that this so incensed RAMBO that he wrote a letter to the publish¬ 
ing company, severely criticizing IAVARRE and in fact making statements 
in the letter which were derogatory to IAVARRE and in fact were libelous 
if not true. He stated that this letter fell into the possession of LA- 
VARRE and that he immediately brought suit against RAMBO for damage to 
his character. Continuing, Mr. McMAHON Btated that thi9 case has not 
been settled yet, but that in his investigation concerning IAVARRE, he 
has come to the conclusion that IAVARRE is a professional litigant and that 
there were a few incidents in IAVARRE's past which, in his opinion, made 
LAVARRE's character rather questionable. 


i i 

r 

100-12582 


He pointed out that in January of 1941 > this suit came up for 
trial, at which time McMAHON requested a postponement, at which time 
LAVARRE's attorneys objected to the postponement, advising the court at 
the time that LAVARRE was an expert on Latin-American countrieo and that 
he was going to collaborate with the president and that consequently a 
delay in the trial might prove very inconvenient for LAVARRE. MclIAHDN 
stated that LAVARRE was presently residing at 314 East 4l3t Street, New' 
York City; that he lias learned that LAVARRE has pending a suit against 
the Reynolds Tobacco Company and that he lias also in the past been a 
litigant against the Warner Brothers Pibtures Corporation, He further 
stated that his Information was to the effect that on June 28, 1930, 
IAVARHE had been sentenced to serve twenty days for criminal contempt in 
the United States Distriot Court for the Southern District of Georgia. 

He stated that It was his understanding that this sentence aros£ out a 
of a lawsuit in which LAVARRE was a litigant and that LAVARRE dis¬ 
obeyed the Federal Court's orders. Hs stated that Ur. HAROLD^flALL, 

Vice President of the New York "Timaa", was a principal in this law¬ 
suit and would be glad to furnish the writer with all information in 
his possession concerning LAVARRE. In conclusion, Mr. Ucl/AHON stated thAt 
he has never received any information which might indicate that LAVARRE 
was in any way active in any espionage activity, or that LaVARRE possessed 
any alien tendencies. He stated that LAVARRE laid claim to many distinc¬ 
tions as an explorer and he also claimed to be an economist ^nd author. 

He stated that LAVARRE has dabbled to some degree in these endeavors, but 
that in his opinion he felt that LAVARRE was somewliat of a show-off and 
actually claimed various experiences which he never had# 

Mi-, HAROLD HALL, Vice President of the New York "Times", 
advised that during about 1928 and 1929 he became interested in purchas¬ 
ing a newspaper in Spartanburg, Georgia, and Columbia, South Carolina, 
and that through reliable introduction, he liad net Mr, LAVARRE, who was 
introduced to him as an experienced newspaper man. HALL stated that as 
a result of this introduction, he entered into a partnership with LAVARRE, 
at which time a newspaper in Spartanburg, Georgia, was purchased. He 
stated that arrangements were made whereby LAVARRE was to be the contact 
or public relations man and that he, Mr. HALL, was to operate the news¬ 
paper itself. Continuing, Mr. HALL stated that the business appeared to 
be progressing satisfactorily when, without his knowledge, LAVARRE came 
to New York City and, on behalf of the partnership, obtained an agreement 
whereby a large paper concern in New York City, which sold paper to the 
various newspaper concerns, agreed to loan a large sum of money to the 
partnership for the purpose of purchasing a chain of newspapers in the 
south. Mr* HALL stated that he immediately became upset over the arrange¬ 
ments that LAVARRE had made, because it appeared from the terms of thi 3 
loan that it was doubtful whether the terms could be met and thAt he felt 
that the partnership would wind up in baikruptcy. 
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He further stated that ti^cauae of LAVARHE's actions at this 
time in contracting for such a inomentous deal without his consent., ha 
Immediately decided to have the partnership dissolved. Ho stated that 
curing his conversations with LAVARRS at that time, and upon pointing 
out to LAVARRS that it was doubtful whether such a loan could bo repaid 
under the cor.ne of the contract, LAVARRE boldly stated that he had no 
intention of ever repaying this loan and that he felt tliat if the matter 
could be taken into court, the partnership would eventually be relieved 
of repaying this loan, since probably the results of such » loan would 
actually violate the Sherman Anti-Trust laws. Mr. HALL stated that he 
immediately realized that LAVAHRE was an unscrupulous person and that he 
thereupon entered a petition in Federal Court to dissolve the partnership. 
He stated that the court ordered the funds of the partnership to be im¬ 
pounded and that LAVARRE flagrantly disobeyed the court's orders, where¬ 
upon he was eventually arrested for criminal contempt of court and was 
given a sentence of timnty or thirty days. Continuing, Mr. HALL stated 
that this lawsuit was eventually settled and that from that time he lias 
had no further dealings with LAVARRE, 

He stated tliat it is his understanding that LAVARRE is presently 
writing comic strips for the King Features Syndicate and the Dell Syndicate 
of New York City. He further stated that he recalls that at the time of 
the trial, LAVARRE claimed to have been graduated from the University of 
Virginia and to have attended Harvard University, and also laid claim to 
other distinctions, and degrees, and that, upon cross-examination, it was 
clearly brought out that LAVARRE had not told the truth and that he was 
actually falsely laying claims to various distinctions and degrees to 
which he was not entitled. Further, Mr. HALL stated that he knows that 
LAVARRE has been entangled in a groat number of lawsuits and that un¬ 
doubtedly LAVARRE was a professional litigant and would sue a person for 
damages on any provocation. Hr. HALL stated that nothing had come to 
his attention which would reflect that LAVARRE possessed any alien ten¬ 
dencies. He stated that he knew that LAVARRE was supposed to have con¬ 
ducted some type of expedition in British Guiana and he had been advised 
by various sources that LAVARRE had been awarded a sum of money for an 
expedition and had actually gone to British Guiana, but had not fulfilled 
the terms of the expedition and left British Guiana owing a number of 
debts and confiscating equipment which did not belong to him. to*. HALL 
pointed out that this information was only from heresay and that he could 
not substantiate it. In conclusion, Mr. HALL pointed out that LAVARRE 
was the type of person who liked to "blow off" and impress people, but 
actually he was a fraud and would relate many supposed experiences which 
he had never had. 
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In view of the above information, no further investigation is 
being conducted concerning IAVARRB, unless the Bureau advises to the 
contrary. / 




JOHN §OGAR HOOVER 
f. DIRECTOR 


‘ T Sfie&eral bureau of Imirsttgatiott 
Unitrft -®tafeB Department of JfuBttce 
tnaaliingtou, D. <ff. 


Mr. Drayton 


Mr, Quinn Tamm 


At. ?-0:30 A. U^ovr^ept ember 2, 1' 
interviewed krs. Mary AfftFhifer, Sfoar^rrtSu; 
who was referred from iir.'Tarnm' soffice. 


Mrs. Phifer udyadJed that she had read in a news¬ 
paper that Mr. vifilliaiir Havar had recently obtained a position- 

with the Government andTKat in her opinion he was not the proper 
type of person to be connected with the Federal Government in any 
capacity. She was unable to recall the nature of this employment 
but believed it had some connection with Pan-American relations. 


• She stated Navar was involved in an .$800,000.00 fraud in 
1928 and had been sentenced to jail at Augusta, Georgia, for sixty 
days on charges of contempt of court. Sme related that this fraud 
concerned the purchase of three Southern newspapers by the Inter¬ 
national Paper and Power Company of Xtefston, Massachusetts. Mrs. 
Fhifer stated she was employed by tbsfepartanburg Herald Journal 
at the time and knew of the matter through that connection. 


It should be noted that Mrs. Phifer is very old and 
was uncertain of the details which she recounted. She was 
unable to recall the proper spelling of Navar 1 s name and was 
evasive on numerous details. While she did not appear to be 
a mental case it may be said that her actions were extremely 
eccentric. 


Respectfully 


/* ' 1 1 

.K./Clements 






commpnMis sccr»o* j 


Mr. Orayton 


SE00ED ®> 

RJC:DC * 

Ceiitor&ar 16* 1941 


Special Agent In Charge 

fiavcnnoh* Georgia 


Mr. V. A. Tarara 


Mr. FoMwettfk 


Mr. Quinn Tonun 


Dear Siri 

lire, liary A. Ihifer* cn ooployse of tho Cp&rfcanburg 
Herald Journal* opartanburg* South Carolina* called at the Bureau 
on September 2* 1941* and related that «be had rood a newspaper 
article indicating an individual named Ur. vtiUlaa flavor recently 
obtained a Govomoent position oonoactcd in some manner with 
Fan-Are rlcan relations, lira, ihifar stated in her opinion E&var 
wao not the proper type of person to be connected with tho Federal 
Government in any capacity inasmuch ee he bed been involved in an 
.OCO.000,00 fraud in 1928 and had been sentenced to jail at 
Augusta* Georgia* for sixty day a on charges of contempt of court, 
She related that tills fraud concerned the purchase of throe 
southern newspapers by the International Japer and forar Corpany 
of Boston* ’'aasachusotts. She recounted that tho matter 
care to hor attention through her coanootion with the .'Jpsrtooburg 
Herald Journal. It should be noted* bowover* that Tire, Fhifer 
is advanced in yoors and was unable to recall the proper spelling 
of flavor's name and was evosivo in furnishing complete details of 
the alleged fraud. 

. ' i • 

:• 1 ‘ i 

In view of the above allegations it ia suggested that 
the resident agent at Augusta* Georgia* contact the Clerk of the 
Federal Court and other appropriate officials in an effort to 
ascertain whether there is any merit to the information furnished 
by Irs, Ihifer concerning william Kavar. This matter should be 
handled as aoon os possible end the Bureau advised iaaediatoly 
in order that any information obtained can be transmitted to the 
proper governmental agency. 




Vexy truly yours* 


John Gdger Hoover 
Director 
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KonaNo. 1 

This case originated AT , SAVANNAH, GEORGIA 
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WILLIAM LaVARRR, alias William NaVar 


\ CHARACTER OP CASE . • % ‘ 

V INFORMATION CONCERNING' 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


. REFERENCE i 


DETAILS* 


Subject, in partnership.with HAROLIJHALL, purchased 
three Bouthem newspapers in 1928 4ith $870,000. 
borrowed from International Paper Compatny on a note... 
Upon -subject's attempted oontrol of enterprise HALL , 
brought equity suit for injunction and aocounting. 
Subject disregarded order of U.S District Court to. turn 
over certain stoolc to oourt* a receiver and was com¬ 
mitted .by oourt for Criminal Contempt on 8-2-30, 
serving total of 60 days. By final deoree partnership 
dissolved and assets sold. Subject characterized as ■ 
an adventurer and soldier of fortune,with vision and 
big ideas, oapable, intelligent, hard worker, high 
liver, arrogant, and independent. No indication of 
foreign sympathies. Citations to oourt opinions set 
out. 

• ; • -(?-*>; • 7. 

Bureau letter to the Savannah office dated 9-l6-I|l. 

** • . , *V ^ 

AT AUGUSTA. GEORGIA : . "•*" ' ' • : • • 


- At the office of the Deputy Clerk of the United States 

•. / Distriot Court In Augusta, Georgia, C. J. SKINNER, Jr., 

^ Deputy Clerk, readily reoalled instant matter and 

advised that subjeot's name Was WILLIAM LaVARRE and not 
William NaVar.- Mr. SKINNER .stated that, the-Chit in the 
Distriot Court had been very long and' Involved and that 
ough^he remembered the matter very Well, he had never 
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understood the oase himself. Be said that subjeot was a 
venturous type of man with big-ideas and allusions of grandeur. 

He thought that subject might be an exoellent man to oarry out 
some large venture and stated that adventurous thing appealed 
to subject. Mr. SKINNER was loath to express any opinion • 
concerning subject's honesty and integrity but thought that 
subjeot was trustworthy althought he added that he would 
hesitate to trust subjeot in money matter* 

Agent viewed the oase file in instant oase in the 
office of the Clerk and found it extremely long, furthermore, 
the file had never been properly assembled eo that a olear- 
out history of the matter was difficult to obtain. It should be 
noted that Judge WILLIAM BARRETT, who was the presiding judge 
in the Southern Diatriot of Georgia at the time of instant oase, 
is now deceased. 

* I • * , T V 

Briefly the Clerk's file revealed that an equity suit 
was brought in the Superior Court of Richmond County, Augusta. 
Georgia, on June 25, 1929 by HAROLD HALL, plaintiff, versus 
WILLIAM LaVARRB, defendant, which was removed to, and filed in, 
the United States District Court in Augusta, Georgia, August 1. 

1929. The petition of the plaintiff prayed for an injunction, 
accounting, and other relief and stated that he was a newspaper 
executive and that subjeot was a research and promotion man; 
that they had entered into a partnership to tfcy the Augusta 
Chronicle Publishing Company, Augusta, Georgia; thei Reoord t 
Publishing Company, Columbia, South Carolina, and the Herald- 
Journal Company, Spartanburg, South Carolina. These purchases 
were to be financed by a promissory note to the International 
Paper Company for $870,000, secured by. atock of the three news¬ 
papers. They contemplated a holding company and issuanoe of / 
stook in order to retire the praaiseory note. It was alledged 
that subjeot violated the agreement by obtaining control of the 
papers, holding all of the oapitol stook himself and transf.ering 
part of the prooeeds of the promissory note to his personal 
, aooount. A rooeiver was appointed by the State Court who 
attaaptod to gain oontrol of the money and stook involved. On 
the petition of subjeot, the oase was transferred to the United 
States Distriot Court. The District Court granted an injunction 
against subjeot and appointed a receiver. A rule for contempt was 
Issued for subject's failure to turn over the stook in his . 
possession to the receiver.- After an appeal to the Cirouit'Court ’* 
and other ancillary litigation. Judge WILLIAM H. BARRETT adjudged 
subjeot guilty of Criminal Contempt and subjeot was accordingly 
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committed to the Riohmond County Jail on August 2, 193°• 
Subject served twenty days in the Riohmond County Jail sub' 
sequent to the above commitment. Subsequently by final 
decree of,the court, the partnership was dissolved and its 
assets sold. * v ; 


LYLE TALBOT, seoretary to Judge BARRETT during the 
time of the above mentioned suit, also reoalled the odse but 
was equally vague with regard to the details* TALBOT'S « 
impression was that subjeot had attempted to take away a 
very large business from HALL after the two had entered into 
a partnership. He knew nothing of subjeot at all personally. 

He mentioned that subjeot brought proceedings for impeachment 
against Judge DEVER of Maoon, Georgia, who had presided during 
some part of the litigation. He reoalled that the impeachment 
matter had been presented to the Senate Committee but had 
never reached the floor of the Senate* He also assisted Agent 
in locating two court opinions, which are being set forth here 
for additional information concerning the matter* These were 
LaVAHRB vs HALL, F(2nd) 65 and In re LaVARRE, 1$ P(2nd) 2l6. 

BEN E. PIERCE, Sr., attorney, SFC Building, who 
represented the receiver in the above suit and who now is. em¬ 
ployed as a Speoial Attorney for the Department of Justioe 
reoalled instant matter and related that subject, who was a 
most impressive man, had borrowed almost a million dollars 
from the International Paper Company without seourity, in 
order, to purchase southern newspapers with HAROLD HALL* After 
buying three of the papers, subjeot asaimed control and wanted 
HALL to aot as a hireling. PIERCE believed that subject probably 
also thought that he oould avoid turning over tho.capitol stock 
in the newspapers to the paper company and perhaps avoid re¬ 
paying his praalssory note inasmuch as at that time the 
International Paper Company was under investigation by the 
Federal Trade Commission for monopoly praotioes. PIERCE stated 
that subject's original agreement had been to form a holding 
corporation, giving the paper company sixty peroent of the stock 
and splitting the remainder with HALL. PIERCE stated that 
when subject disregarded the orders ..of the oourt to turn over 
various stook to the reciiver, he and other attorneys had made 
various trips to Spartanburg and Columbia, South Carolina in an 
effort to transfer the stock and take physioal possession, of/-' 
the newspaper plants. He mentioned that Supreme Court’Justice. 
JAMES F. BYRNES, who then was, practicing law iti Spartanburg^ 
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assisted him in the matter but that subject would pay no i 
attention to anyone and simply ignored oourt orders as well 
as anyone who tried to direct him. Mr. PIERCE stated that subject 
was finally arrested and spent forty days in the Richmond County 
Jail before an appeal with regard to the oontempt proceedings 
was decided. Subsequently subject was ccmmitted for twenty 
additional days, making a total of sixty days subject served 
for criminal oontempt. 

~ . " . 1 * 

Mr PIERCE stated that the International Paper Company 
had finally gotten the three newspapers involved, after sale of 
the partnership assets by the court. He mentioned, however, 
that the matter had cost the paper company at least $ 150 * 000 , 
in attorneys fees for the various litigation. 

*' «• 

Mr. PIERCE also located another court decision with ; 
regard to the instant litigation, reported as Piedmont Press 
Association vs Reoord Publishing Company, 56 SC U3» 152 SB, 721. 

PIERCE advised that subjeot was an adventurer and 
soldier of fortune and a man with vision and large ideas. Ho 
said that subject was very capable and intelligent and that he 
himself had felt sorry for subjeot because of the instant 
litigation. He said that subjeot was making a great amount of 
money out of the newspapers and that if it had not been for an 
argument with HALL,growing out of his inability to take orders 
from anyone else, subjeot would undoubtedly have been a million¬ 
aire. He said that subject was very arrogant end did not oare 
what anyone else said or ordered, nevertheless, he mentioned 
that subjeot was a very hard worker and lived a very high life. 

He did not believe that subjeot was at all dishonest in any 
small sense and stated that subjeot would not stoop to any petty 
dishonesty, being too big a man for that sort of thing. He 
recalled at the conclusion of the instant shit subject-hunted 
big gome in South Amerioa and oame baok to the United States 
oloirulng to have discovered diamond mines in South Amerioa. 

PIERCE stated that he thought that for a time after the suit, subjeot 
had edited the rotogravure section of the New York Times. He men¬ 
tioned that he had reoently seen in the paper that subjeot was doing 
some type of Hasson work for the Government. He thought that in 
that oapaolty subject might be «p extremely valuable man, although 
he might not be exaotly suited to diplcsnatio work sinoe he was 
unpredictable and did not like supervision. When asked if he would 
trust subjeot, Mr. PIERCE stated that he would and believed 
subjeot to be thoroughly trustworthy. 
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SHederal (Bureau of Jmieatigattori 
lilnttrh gtatra Bepartment of 2Juatire 


FRHiJLK 


Atlanta, Georgia 
April 7, 1942: 


Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 


PERSONAL AND 001 
AIR MAIL SPECIAI 


Re: WILLIAM LaVARRE, if \ 

MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION C0NCERNI1 


_ Dear Sir: ( 

, With reference to my telephone conversations with Assistant 

Director NICHOLS of the Bureau on April 5 and 6, 1942, the following inform¬ 
ation is submitted relative to the above captioned individual: 


Special Agent WILLIAM C. SEIBERT contacted United States At¬ 
torney T. HOYT DAVIS, of the Middle District of Georgia at Macon on April 6, 
1942 and Mr. DAVIS advised that he recollected a civil litigation brought 
against LaVARRE and one HALL in the Augusta Division of the Federal Court 
for the Southern District of Georgia. He further stated that he recalled 
LaVARRE and HALL purchased the Augusta Chronicle newspaper of Augusta, Georgia, 
and that growing out of an alleged fraudulent transaction LaVARRE and HALL 
were sued.for damages by some publishing company of Augusta in the Federal 
Court of that city. 


Mr. DAVIS further advised that this litigation took place 
i that the records regarding the trial'iand the contempt of 


around 1929 and that the records regarding the .trial'iand the contempt of p 
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Mr. DAVIS advised that Judge BARRETT, of the Southern District 
of Georgia, was disqualified for some technicality and that because of this 
the case was heard in Macon, Georgia by Judge BASCOM DEAVER, although the 
case still remained an Augusta Division case of the Southern District of 
GeorGia * 

Mr. DAVIS further advised that- during the course of the trial 
LaVARRE was cited and held by Judge DEAVER for"~contempt of court, 'and" that 
as well aG he could recall LaVARRE was placed in jail at the request of Judge 
DEAVER. Mr. DAVIS stated that because of this, LaVARRE issued a complaint 
against Judge DEAVER and attempted to secure his impeachment from office, 
with the result that Judge DEAVER was investigated by a committee sent from 
Washington, D. C. 
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Letter to the Director re WILLIAM LaVARRE, continued, 
April 7, 1942. 


court on the part of LaVARRE would "be on file in the Office of the United 
States District Court Clerk at Augusta, Georgia, Mr. DAVIS could furnish 
no further information concerning this matter and Judge BASCOM DEAVER was 
not available for interview at Macon on the date Agont SEIBERT interviewed 
United States Attorney DAVIS, and the same will not he done unless requested 
by the Bureau. 

The United States Marshal's office, the office of the Clerk 
of the United States District Court and the Macon Police Department, as well 
as the Macon Credit Bureau, had no record of LaVARRE. 

Mrs. RUTH WINN, Deputy Clerk in the office of the United 
States District Court Clerk, Macon, Georgia, furnished substantially the 
same information as that furnished by United States Attorney DAVI3, and 
further advised that LaVARRE is now a vrell-knovm explorer of Central and 
South America and that she has frequently read articles written by him in 
magazines and has. seen his picture on cigarette and liquor advertisements. 

She further stated that LaVARRE was involved in the above mentioned liti¬ 
gation when he was about thirty years old and that he was a very colorful 
and powerful figure, being tall and slender with darlcVanu possessed of very 
attractive features. 

Agent SEIBERT also advises that Mrs, ODUM, Secretary to the 
United States Attorney at Macon, Georgia, advised that she well remembered 
IaVARRE and the litigation he was involved in, inasmuch as it received 
nation-wide publicity. She further stated that she was quite certain that 
WILLIAM LaVARRE is identical to the WILLIAM LaVARRE who recently was appointed 
to a high administrative office in the United States Department of Commerce. 

Agent SEIBERT at no time divulged the reason for the inquiry 
concerning LaVARRE or the nature of the instant investigation. 

A gist of the above information was furnished to Special Agent 
in Charge J. R. RUGGLES, of the Savannah Field Office, by telephone, and to 
Assistant Director NICHOLS on April 6, 1942, and unless further inquiry is 
desired by thi6 offioe, no further investigation will be conducted and the 
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Letter to the Director re WILLIAM LaVARRE, continued, 
April 7, 1942. 


S a vannah Field Office vri.ll be expected to furnish the Bureau with the 
sired data concerning the above case against LaVARRE. 

Very truly yours, 

• I 

F. R. HAMMACK, - * 

Special Agent in Charge. 


Copy to Savannah (AMSD) 
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Jfleftepal Surratt of Imirstigattcm 

Urtttrh states Srparttmnf of luatfn 

305 Realty Building ^ 
Savannah, Georgia 

April 10, 19U2 N 


JRRrBAK 


Mr. Rjuin. 

Mr. Caro on . 

Mr. Coffey. 

Mr. Hendon .. 

Mr. HcUctcoa — 
Mr. Qainn Tnruu* 

Mr. Ncnce. 

Mins Gaudy. 


PERSONAL AND CONFIDEN T IAL 


Director \ 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 


RE: WILLIAM La VARRE 

INFORMATION CONCERNING 


< Reference is made .to letter from the Savannah Office to the 
Bureau dated April_8,_1942 ( In this letter it is noted that 
FRANK A. WHITE of the Augusta Chronicle had formerly been well 
acquainted with La VARRE while in Augusta and had recently seen 
a photograph of thiB man in some nationally distributed periodical 
Subsequent to this time Mr. WHITE advised Agent STEVENS that he 
had seen La VARRE'S photograph in the April Uth, 19l*2, issue of 
the Augusta Herald and not a magazine as he had thought at first. 
The photograph referred to by Mr. WHITE is attached hereto. 

Mr. WHITE advised Agent STEVENS that the WILLIAM La VARRE, 
who is chief of the American Republics Office/for the Department 
of Commerce and whose photograph is attached, \le definitely f 

Identical with the WILLIAM La VARRE who was ci'ted for comtempt / 
of court as set forth in the letter from the Savannah Office of / 
April 8, 19U2, as WHIIE definitely recalls this man having been [ 
incarcerated in the County Jail in 1930 for contempt of court. | 
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federal Sttrcatt of f uaestigattmi 
United States department of Justice 
Itlnotrington, d. <E. 

April 8, 1942 


Mr, Trocjr 


Mr. Colley 


MEMORANDUM FOR MR. TOLSON 


Mr. tiartoo 


Mr. Quinn Tamm 


MorgaJyBeatty 1 who was formerly in charge of the AP 
Photo Service in Washington and who now is with V/orld Wide 
Broadcasting called me yesterday with reference to William 
0 LaVarre who is Chief of the American Republics Office of the 
DeparEment of Commerce and who had issued a statement regard 
ing the Standard Oil Company. 

Beatty recalled that LaVarre was the subject of considerable 
litigation in Georgia; that he covered the trial and as a matter of 
fact there was an attempt to bribe him on the part of the LaVarre 
forces. Beatty was of the opinion that he was sent to jail or was 
convicted or some thing. 

The Identification Division has a record of a fingerprint | 
card of LaVarre when he was seeking appointment to the position of 
Special Agent in the American Republics Unit of the Foreign and 
Domestic Commerce Section of the Department of Commerce. The back 
of the fingerprint card reflects that he was born August 4, 1898, and 
from 1935 to 1941 he travelled in South America and resided in New 
York from January to May, 1941. 

' J asked SAC Hammock of Atlanta to check on this 'matter and 
it was ascertained that the proceedings occurred in Augusta, Georgia, 
and involved a fraudulent transaction in connection with the purchase 
of the Augusta Chronicle newspaper.■ Later Special Agent N. B. Wright 
of Savannah called and advised that upon checking it was determined 
that LaVarre was quite a promotor and somehow secured control of a 
string of papers. He was apparently financed by the International 
Paper and Power Company, but some Government agency made him self. 

He sold the string of papers to a Harold Hall. Later a dispute arose 
^ over certain moneys left in the deal and Hall b rought civil action ,/L. 

; / against LaVarre to restrain La dj^posi'p - 

ij'j Wright advised that the Judge of the C 

, ^ orders with which LaVarre failed to comply and L 
attached for contempt of court'. - Wright further 
neither the jail nor the Marshal's Offic 
photographs and consequently neither 
event it were necessary ,to identify , 
foreman of the pffessij rfoofy ofr\ the Aug 
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Memorandum for Mr. ToIs on 


Page Two 


known LaVarre personally , could identify him and advised regarding 
LaVarre's present position in Washington. 

. ^ ***** also advis ed it was certain LaVarre had been incar¬ 

cerated at the Richmond County Jail, although there was no definite 
indication as to the time he was there. However, it appeared that 
he served the full term of twenty days. 


Respectfully, 



L. B. Nichols 
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Standard Forced 
To Cut Off Axis 
Oil, Berle Says 




Testifies Sale Halted 
When Subsidiary in 
Brazil Was Blacklisted 

^ By the Amounted Pres*. 

Assistant Secretary of State 
Berle testined before the Senate 
£**?“*?, , "" rti WUn* Committee 
today that Standard Oil Co, iNew 
, y) rcfu ® ed to stop selling 
aviation gasoline to German and 
. Italian airlines in South Atncr- 
I ica until its Brazilian subsidiary 
was placed on the "blacklist" 

Mr. Berio said "In fairness to 
Standard Oil" that the company 
wholeheartedly 
with the Slate Department since 

benntof Mead, Democrat, of New 

Ibn*? 1 the C, I!en d Wa * 
mm the department “had to use 

* orcc ’ to bring about co¬ 
operation. He said Mr Berle‘a lesti- 
«* bcar JUt the sentiment 
expressed by Standard Oil officials 

ptt ( £ RV< ’ appeared bcfore the com- 

I The ''blacklist" |* B iJstinK of 
business firms prepared by the State 

feE“ h 2S B f W « h Whlch lra(ll 'iR bv 

? p * d S . tatcs flfms Is forbidden on 
?““ ds th “e blacklisted have had 
dialings with enemy powers. 

' Po C H l “ mCr ^ 0mc,aI Tcsiines. 
earlier a Commerce Deportment 
tinned that the oil com- 
pany had provided the fuel supply 

servort C ^ m,mn ' ttallan nU ' li, >e Which 
served ns a means of delivering Axis 

fnaStP" 1 ? * ple,i 10 ,hl5 heini- 

Xilf'f a " d returning valuable com- 
modities to Axis countries 
William La Vatre. chief of the 
American Republics Office for the 
Commerce Department, told the 
committee that the nlrllne, which ho 
und£ P ri t0 “* wa< established 
torn 0 ? ttUS P lcp s In the fall 
aih, , 1 ° ?P crotc hetwean Rome. 
Africa. Brazil and Argon tin*. 

It was established, he said be 
‘“"'eel German dissatisfaction with 
Axis propaganda progress In Latin 
j ri^, Rnd w “ to fun,lsh a means 
! “Urhoth men and materials 
tirough the British blockade. - 

3 1 opaganda and propaganda agent/. 
i enld were thus enabled to ren-h 
ot only all Latin American co-'i- 
crics, but the United Stoles as veil, 


l 

y 

V 


List Subinillrd— 


Mr. La Varre submitted a list of 
German and Italian representatives 
who had traveled to and from South 
America on the airline, terming it 
"Jhe most notorious record of cn- 
dhitex that ever traveled on any 

\Chalrman Truman said tiefore the 
ejjnmlltee meeting the lntiulry Into 
the Italian air line grew out of 
records of the oil company which 
Thurman Arnold, anti-trust chief, 
turned over to the committee last 
week. 

Company Executive Committee 
minutes said Standard had been ad¬ 
vised Secretary of Stale Hull would 
refuse an export license for ship¬ 
ment of aviation gasoline from the 
United States to Brazil for use of 
the line but that "since the ship¬ 
ments emanated from outside the 
United States. Mr. Hull said he 
could only express the hope that It 
would not be necessary for such 

S hipments to originate from any 
Uier place In the Western Heml- 
iihcre:" 

Regular Customer, 

"While thero Is no contract cover¬ 
ing this business,” the minutes said, 
"the customer has been n regular 
customer. In view of the complica¬ 
tions surrounding this matter, com¬ 
mittee was of the opinion that the 
quotation should be given f.o.b. 
Aruba • • 

Aruba is the oil refining city oft 
the northern coast of Venezuela. It 
Is a Dutch colony. 

W. S. Farish, Standard.president, 
testified that "no delivery was made 
except In conformity with the policy 
of the department" and that de¬ 
liveries to the airline were dis¬ 
missed with the State Department 
find with the American Embassy at 
Rio de Janeiro. 

I The consent decree that broke up 
flic 13-ycar alliance of Standard and 
the L G. Farbcnlndustrle, German 
dye trust, definitely ended their re¬ 
lationship, despite the lucl that 
there was a provision for renegoti¬ 
ation in the event It was Involun¬ 
tarily terminated, Standard officials 
J^ald yesterday. 1 ‘ _ _ 


EVENING STAR 
Washington, DC 

April 3 1943 
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■} . ..•;■> April 16th. 1942o - 

^ "Ths^-Attorney General, of the II. S.,. 

Washington, . 


• -Sir;- •. 


I am one of the many who learned with 
amazement a. number of §johths agivof the 
appointment of WILLIAITLAVARRE as Chief, South 
American : Division of the Department of Commerce. ‘ 

May It respectfully enquire the manner in .• 
f ^ which, such-an appointment was made, and confirmed. 

Was the usual background investigation made? 

^ ^ If so, the appointment is all the more - 

amazing. . . 


" This Layarre is the; same person who was mixed 
up in shady newspaper affairs a number of years 
ago in the South. 


He is the same person who went to Dutch West 
Indies for Paramount Pictures and failed to account 
;for..tbe money advanced;. In fact to get o ut. -of' the 
Dutch West Indies he 'was forced:to leave a camera 
a security for debts} a camera hc-did no.t_QagwXit^-■ -=>~- 
waa the property of Burton Hofinesy / J(J~E bY*'/ 

He i s the pers^^^.TOirah^L^^aU 8^E^ GAtli3 , M 
personal experiences 'Gold, DiWpndSn ft $jMMdafM2 
when in fact the-book; was merpp^h^Bdfeirario 
furnished by Paramount Picturesi u DEfARlfWEI'lT OF JjjSTlCEj, 





























































Re has no background to pose as an expert -on 
South American affaire since his 'experience' \ v> 
consists of a few.trips to the Dutch West Indies 
arid neighboring South -American. ddUntrf®h-. ’ ■ 


Certainly nothing to quailfy.<hpLm ^or^uch an 
-^jjnportant -posi tJ on .as Chie£,^’oui$^]uffl^ 

Department of Commerce. Tj "**>5? ^ 

Had there been any sort of^nve&igSj.ion, no 
- matter how routine, so many oth^^jft-1£bnt matters, 
in addition to those listed 'ipwould • •• 
r. have been revealed that^is. al^in^r.^ic^.ould not.-- . 
have been possible. '•? 3-’" 5 Jj?: 

CJP 

, . If he has secured hi^pm^ent cgositTipn with' 
the Government without thec^Siiil^in^jtigation - • 
regarding his background, both pe^spraj. as well 


."TTOT”. ^o^oyno^ • aq ecj_L _ . 

as otherwise, then the appointment 1 shfi&ld be • 
cancelled. ^ ^ 

' ’--In these days of great peril to our country 

it ill behooves those in authority to appoint 
people to high Government positions, people who 
If . ' ' have no possible justification for such appointments. 

Such' matters shake 7tbe".faith of those, who have, the t-l' 
common good in mind. 


Respectfully yours, 



































































JFcberal Surrau of Snantigotion 
Httitefc fctntra department ot fuetiee 
JUija^lnjjtnn, d. ®. 


Hollywood, California 


Your letter of April 16, 1942, addressed to the 
Attorney General has been referred to this Bureau for 
attention. 


In response to your inquiry concerning the appoint¬ 
ment of an official of the South American Division of the 
Department of Commerce, I wish to advise that the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation had no connection therewith. 
Investigations incidental to such appointments are apparent¬ 
ly conducted by representatives of the Department of 
Commerce. 


If you desire to obtain further details respecting 
this matter, it is suggested that you communicate directly 
with The Honorable, The Secretary of Commerce, Washington,.. 1 ' 


[ohn Edgar Hoover 
Director 




Be i»er«l Bureau of Inueatijjation 
Buffed Stated Department of Sustiee 


Savannah* Georgia 
April 8, 1942 


NBVT'VTM 


S Mv. Cocrooa ....... 

Mr. Ccffcy. 

•| ldr. liatulon. 

jj Mr. EcilorUDn .... 
I Mr. Qu'unTiiiiim 
1 Mr. Ncace.... 


PERSONAL AND'^ONFTB&WTXAL 


Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D* C. 


\ IWluo Coney 


RE: WILLIAM LaVARRE 

INFORMATION CONCERNING 


Dear Sir? , iM 

I rX 

Reference is made to a letter from the Atlanta Division, 
dated April 7, 1942, to the Bureau in the above-entitled matter. 


Dpon reoeipt of the information set forth in reference 
letter on April 6, 1942, Special Agent W. H. NIMMINS ascertained that 
there was no record in this matter on the docket of the United States 
District Court Clerk at Savannah, Georgia, and that if there was such 
a case, the reoords would be contained in the dooket of the Deputy 
Clerk at Augusta, Georgia. 


I then contacted Chief Deputy United Statee Marshal ARTHUR 
B, SIMKINS, who after checking his reoords stated that he had looated 
a record concerning LaVARRE in Book #40, page 450, Dooket 2328, Court 
Dooket #2061, at Augusta, Georgia, and that more complete information 
would be contained in this record. MT. SIMKINS stated that his 
records in Savannah reflected the following entries: 

i LiN 

May 27, 1930 Commitment issued at A^Wta',"'^—-. ^ 

Georgia by Deputy Clerk 


Temporary commitment 


August 2, 1930 


Final commitment, 20 days 


Deputy Marshal SIMKINS said that from this there was no way 
to tell speoifioally, but that probably LaVARRE was committed to. jail 
on May 27, 1930, and on June 16, 1930 temporary commitment was issued 
and IaVARRE was given a hearing, and on August 2, 1930, a final com¬ 
mitment was issued and he was given a twenty day sentence. The offense 
oharge as reflected by the Marshal's records is as follows: "Attaoh- 
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Bond filed in the sum of $5,000 
with the Greater City Surety and 
Indemnity Corporation (N.Y.) as 
surety. 

August 8, 

1930 

Commitment issued to Richmond 
County J&il 

August 9, 

1930 

Marshal's return of Bervioe on 
commitment filed. 


Agent STEVENS stated that he had talked with Mr. C. J. SKINNER, 
the tJbited States Commissioner, and Mr. SKINNER, Jr., who informed him 
that the complete record in this oase would take a very lengthy study 
consisting of weeks to develop all of the facts, but that the above 
entries related to an attachment for contempt on the part of subject, 
and that this attachment grew out of a civil suit brought by one HAROLD 
HALL against subject as a result of a transaction between the two. This 
transaction was the purchase of a string of newspapers, among which was 
the Augusta Chronicle of Augusta, Georgia, which papers had previously 
been owned by subject and which had evidently been purchased with money 
secured from the International Paper and Power Company, and that after 
the purchase HALL brought either injunction or restraining proceedings 
against LaVARRE to prevent him from disposing of certain moniesj that 
it was the recollection of these two men that LaVARRE deliberately re¬ 
fused to comply with several Court orders in the matter, and he was, 
therefore, attaohed for contempt. 

Agent STEVENS checked with the officials of the Richmond 
County Jail at Augusta, and was informed they had no records available 
reflecting the arrest and confinement of subject in 1930, and no finger¬ 
prints nor photographs were taken by this jail at that time. Agent 
STEVENS also stated that he checked with the City Police Department of 
Augusta and could find no record of subject. He also advised that the 
Credit Agency in Augusta had no record of him. 

Agent STEVENS advised that he had talked with one FRANK A. 
WHITE, foreman of the Press Room, Augusta Chronicle, who stated he had 
formerly been well acquainted with LaVARRE while he was in Augusta, 
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and that this man la presently Coordinator and Investigator of all 
Latin-American countries for the President of the United States, and 
hae acted in this capacity for the past six or eight months. He 
stated he is oertain of this beoause he has reoently seen a photo¬ 
graph of this man in some nationally distributed periodical, the name 
of whioh he oould not reoall. 

Ur. WHITE described the LaVARRE which he knew as followst 


Age 

34 to 36 in 1930 

Height 

6«, 10| to 11" 

Weight 

160 - 168 pounds 

Hair 

Brown 

Eyes 

Light brown 

Short moustaohe 


Believed right Index finger 
had been crushed in the past j 
disfiguring nail. 


This information was immediately furnished Assistant Director 
NICHOLS by telephone from Savannah by .Special Agent WRIGHT. 


Very truly yours, 

( r. R. RUGGLES/f/J 

Special Agentl lift Chargo 






AIR MAIL SPECIAL DELIVERY 



2** -* • 

#■> 

M EAT:KLW 

Call: 11:22 AM 

yuA 

/ FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
DATE February 16, 194 


MEMORANDUM FOR MR. 


Mr. Tolson_ 

Mr. E. A. Tamm_ 

Mr. Clegg_ 

Mr. Colfey_ 

Mr. Glavin_ 

Mr. Ladd_ 

Mr, Nichole_ 

Mr, Roaen_ 

Mr. Tracy_ 

Mr. Accra_ 

Mr. Caraon_ 

^5r. Harbo._ 

Mr. Hendon_ 

Mr. Mumlord_ 

Mr. Starke,_ 

Mr. Quinn Tamm_ 

Tele. Room_ 

Mr. Nease_ 

Misa Benjini_ 

Miaa G&nA ) 


Mr. George Ball, Associ'ote/ Mr - Nease_ 

General Counsel of the EtiSeign Miss Beatai_ 

Economic Administration ,/ihho Miaa G&o df 
is Assistant to Oscar c/x 
telephoni cally requaf-fafd to see f^S 
our file on IHlliavr'LaVarre, formerly 
with the Department of*- Commerce, on whom 
he thought we might have made an applicant 
investigation. 

I told him I would check our files to 
determine if we had such a file and let 
him know* ' /) 

i l 1 ' 1 P 

can be \rV&ched on EX 7030, Ext. 601. f 




>an be irl each 

l??' -i jS- 




Very ii 


I i >*0 ***** 


Edwa 

h . 


ward 


Jours f 

I L£: (zUi' t 

F B / T 

T&m 4 i*»A 
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LgYmre Charges To Be Aired 
By House Investigating Body 


By FRA&ER EDWARDS 

Charges that our Good Neigh¬ 
bor policy and future trade with 
Latin America were being wrecked 
by the activities of the Foreign 
Economic Administration, under; 
I^q T. Crowley, will be probed 
by a House investigating commit¬ 
tee. the Times Herald learned last 
night. 

Probe Starts Monday 

The accusations were made by 
William LaVarre, who resigned as 
chief of the American Republics 
Division of the Department of 
Commerce, In protest against 
what he called "the communistic 
influence of followers of Vica 
President Wallace and other of} 
fich. fi endangering Dnited States 
commerce in South and Central 
America.” _ 


A preliminary probe of the 
LaVarre charges will be started 
Monday by the Select House Com¬ 
mittee to Investigate Acts of Ex¬ 
ecutive Agencies Beyond the Scope 
of their Authority, headed by 
Representative Howard W. Smith 
(D.), of Vlrginh.. 

Aaron L. Ford, counsel for the 
Smith committee, has called 
LaVarre for a conference Monday, 
and the veteran Latin American 
explorer and economic expert has 
agreed to appear. 

Quack Exports Charged 

[ Ford said he would examine La- 
Varre's charges, which range from 
the squandering of taxpayers’ 
[money on Latin-American projects 
Ito the export-licensing of quack 
medicines by Crowley’s FEA, suc¬ 


cessor to Wallace’s Board of Eco¬ 
nomic Warfare. i i. n 

Anjong the LaVarre charges Is 
the documented allegation that 
the Board of Economic Warfare, 
of the FEA, has granted export 
licenses for quack remedies, which 
chemical analyses have shown to 
contain harmful drugs or to be 
misrepresented by labels. 

LaVarre warned that unless a 
atop la put to what he called "this 
racket export business" to I a tin 
America, the Yankee trademark 
will become "poison" to customers 
south of the Rio Grande and 
wreck the Good Neighbor policy. 

Action Pretexted 

LaVarre la supported in that 
contention by Mayor Fiorello La- /, 
Guardia of New York city. The & 
mayor recently refused to grant 
clearance from the port of New 
York for drugs consigned to Latin’ 

1 America, after they were declared 
in violation of the New York city 
sanitary code. . 

This action drew a hot prot&t 
■ Horn C. victor Barry, chief If 
the Office of Economic WarfarJ, 

FEA. Barry wrote New York as- 
thorltles that so long as drugs met 
requirement of the country to 
which they are shipped ’’export 
licenses will be granted regard¬ 
less of their conformity with the 
food and drug requirements for 
domestic consumption." Barry 
added: 

Profit Motive Charged 

“Any action by other govern;, 

' Inc agencies inconsistent with this 
policy disrupts a necessary flow 
of drugs determined by this office 
to be essential to the economy 
of ft foreign country and to this 
extent impedes the war effort.” 

L^Guardla shot back a letter 
to Crowley demanding to know 
whether he or anyone In his 
agency would use the drugs that 
inui been found to be "outright 
; frauds, some dangerous to health,” 
adding: 

‘“■WfifTffideed. n sftd commentary 
If we should for profit resort liot 
only to the days of Dollar ID1 
plomney, but In this instance to 
dirty Dollar Diplomacy.” 









FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


CDMied DATE February 25.X944 


MEMORANDUM FOR MR, E. A^JAMy 

Reference is made to your blue memorandum concerning 
the request of Mr. George Ball, Associate General Counsel of the 
Foreign Eoopowic Administration* Mr. Ball requested information 
on William* LstVarre, who he believed may have been investigated by 
under an applicant investigation. 


Tolsuo_ 

p. E. A. Tamm. 

Clugg_ 

•. Coffey_^_ 

p. Gluvin_ 

r. Ladd_ 

r. Nichols_ 

r, Rosen __ 

r, Tracy_L_ 

r. Carson 
r, Hendon_ 

Mumfnrd_ 

p, Hnrbo_ 

r. Starke._ 

r. Quinn Tamm_ 

ele. Room_ 

r. Nease_ 

iss Beahm_ 

isa Gandy_ 

is Bureau 


The files of this Bureau did not reveal that an applicant investigation 
had been conducted on LaVarrej however, investigations under passport matters and 
‘information concerning' have been conducted. 

In accordance with your request, Mr. Ball was advised that this Bureau 
has not oonducted any applicant investigation on LaVarro but that there were 
references to LaVarre in the files of this Bureau and that if he. Ball, desired 
thie information, he shoul d ma ke a forma] request to the ...Attorney G.eaec&l, Mr. 
Ball stated that he belie ved, an -applicant investigation had been conducted due 
to^IidVarre'a former employment with the Department of Commerce. It was explained 
to Mr. Ball that this Bureau does not conduct applicant investigations of persons 
in the Department of Commerce, 

Mr. Ball's attitude did not indicate that he intended putting his 
request ln"a formal letter to the Attorney General. 

Respectfully, 


‘ ^ M. 'Ladd 'j+ ‘. 


BBCORD^ 


* •_ ^--.7 

JB* I / 

32 4 
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Mr. Tolson 


Mr. E. A- Timm 

Mr. Clegg. 

Mr. Glevto. 

Mr. Uidd.-y 

Mr. NI.-tJ/VlT 


Mr. Egon.— 
Mi Gurneo > 
Mr. Harbo 
Mr. Hendon 
Mr .Pennine 


LaVARRE 


Dear Mr Hoover: 


DurixiF 1942 and 1943, when X served as Chiete 
rfthe American Republics “vision ofthe 
Deoartment of Commerce(under Secretary 
Jones) we had frequent memo correspondence. 

I would like to have some time with you,say 

an hour, at your convenience,prior to April 

2nd if possible .Either daytime or evening. 


Sine , 

WillianTLaVarre 


Mr Edgar Hoover, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Department of Justice, 
Washington. 

- 

1135 Sixteenth Street S®> ^ ¥ 

A, A p : nt 4161 xc#y 
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Uaroh 1947 


t> /i 1 - ^/y r’/ 

Ur* William LaFarre 

1136 Sixteenth Street, Northwest 

Washington* J D« c. 

Dear Ur • LaY arret 

Tour letter ofMarch 96 > 1947„ 
has been receive4$ Hie io the uncertainty 
°f my official schedule it mill not be 
possible for me to arrange a definite appoint¬ 
ment with you • It be a pleasure t however, 
to have one of my aeftsiant* tal/r with you at 
your oonventenoe • 

94«o erely youre t 

% ... 

J £3 

* |Ti 

**• • *vj 

^ CD- 

.rr w,i 

j A *~ 

^ ° w , 

OC - Ur, Sense % 

nn^+ii 3ee 68 ~ 614Q1 for baohground information 
on this correepondent . ? 0< - 







Mr. ToI so n 
Mr. E." A. Tamm, 

Mr. Clegg_ 

Mr. Glevin 

Mr. Ladd,_ 

Mr. Mlchols 

Mr. Rosen_ 

Mr. Tracy_ 

Mr. Carson_ 

Mr. Egan_ 

Mr. Gurnea_ 

Mr. Harbo_ 

Mr. Hendon 
Mr. Pennington_ 
Mr. Quinn Tamm, 
Mr. Nease 
Miss Gandv 


March 28, 1947 


MEMORANDUM F0% MR- NI CD 0^7 ^ 

BE: William L ay ayre ^ 

1135 "nixie enth Street, Northwest 
Washington, D. C, 


Reference is made to the letter dated March 26, 1947, 
from the captioned individual. 

File 62-61481 reflects that this person first came to ^ 
the Bureau's attention in a letter dated January 10, 1941, from / 
Congressman Lewis K. Rockefeller of New York at which time he 
transmitted a letter indicating that Williar^ALj/farre had sued ' .. 
Preston Rambo who was defended by Attorney General J. McMahon 
of New York City, This suit was for an alleged libel and slander 
Rambo at that time was a Consular Officer in Brasil. We advised 
tii&F Con gressman that Bureau files contained no reference to 
LaVarre. 


By letter dated February 7, 1941, the New York Office 
advised that LaVarre had given the impression in New York that 
he was employed by the State Department in Counter-Fifth-Column 
activity. . The New York Office advised that Naval Intelligence 
and the State Department had no record of his employment in New 
York and the Field Office files were negative on him. Pursuant 
to Bureau request, on April 3, 1941,\the StaMe Department advised 
it had no information which would mah\^an ynvesti gati on of LaVarre 
inadvisable. The New York Office was \nsj/ructed on April 28, 

1941, to conduct a discreet backgroundestigation CQDC-erning 
LaVarre and his current activities*'' 4 /W/✓ of — / I 


The New York Field a reps^rt^datirlT.October 14, 

1941, in the case entitled mu am. fphanntrLa& iih'Pit, *Vr i, - Internal 
Security, furnished information thajf- LaVarre was horn on August 4, 
1698, at Richmond, Virginia. Mr. Harold Nall, Vice President of 
the New York Times, advised that hte was in partne rship with 
LaVarre in 1930 in the purchase of a newspaper at Spartanburg, 

South Carolina. Arrangements were made whereby LaVarre was to be 
the contact or public relations man and Hall was to operate the 
newspaper. LaVarre, without the knowledge of Hall, went to New 
York and on behalf of the partnership obtained an agreement where¬ 
by the International Paper and Power Company of Boston loaned 
$870,000 to the partnership for the purpose of purchasing a chain 


THIS MEMORANDUM IS FOR ADMINISTRATIVE PURPOSES 


TO BE DESTROYED AFTER ACTION IS TAKEN AND NOT SEP TO FILES 


MEMO FOR: MR. NICHOLS 


March 28, 1947 


of newspapers in the south. Immediately Hall decided upon 
dissolution of the partnership following what he considered the 
unethical action of LaVarre and LaVarre indicated to Hall at 
that time a possibility that they would not be required to pay 
the loan inasmuch as he thought the arrangement was actually in 
violation of the Sherman Anti-Trust Laws. Hall filed a petition 
in Federal Court to dissolve the partnership and the court ordered 
the funds of the partnership impounded. Hall stated LaVarre 
flagrantly disobeyed the court orders and LaVarre was eventually 
arrested for criminal contempt of court and sentenced to serve 
twenty days in Jail. 

In 1941 LaVarre was writing comic strips for King Features 
Syndicate and Bell Syndicate in New York City. Hall pointed out 
that LaVarre was the type of person who liked to "blow off" and 
impress people, but actually he was a fraud and would relate many 
supposed experiences which had never happened. 

On September 2 s 1941, Mrs. Mary A. Phifer, Spartanburg. 
South Carolina, called at the Bureau and reported on -LaVarre in 
connection with the foregoing litigation. She stated that she 
was employed by the Spartanburg Herald Journal at the time. She 
was objecting to the appointment of LaVarre to a position of 
responsibility In the Federal government. The Bureau then directed 
■the Savannah Field Division to furnish information concerning 
LaVarre. The reply ia found in a report from that office on 
October 15, 1941. This concerned prior information on the arrest 
of LaVarre for contempt of court. 


Morgan Beatty, news commentator, inquired at the Bureau 
in 1942 concerning LaVarre, recalling that he had reported the 
litigation in Georgia at which time LaVarre was sentenced for 
contempt of court and that there was an attempt to bribe Beatty 
on the part of the LaVarre forces at that time. 



ated April 16, 1942, 
Hollywood, Californ 



appointment of LaVarre to a high government position. She 


describes him as the person who went to Dutch West Indies for 
Paramount Pictures and failed to account for the money advanced. 


She stated that he had reported as actual experiences, those taken 


J 


from scenarios furnished by the motion picture company, and that 
he bought leopard skins in New York and claimed he shot the animals 



Serial 7 of 62-61481 reflects that a commitment was 
issued to the Richmond County Jail for William LaVarre on August 6, 
1930, for the contempt proceeding referred to in foregoing paragraphs. 


t 

March 28, 1947 


A newspape r clipping which is not dated but which 
appears to have been published in .February, 1944, reflects that 
LaVarre resigned as Chief of the American Republics Division, 
Department of Commerce, in protest to what he called "the communisitic 
influence of followers of Vice President Wallace and other officials 
endangering United States commerce in South and Central America." 

A preliminary probe of his charges was to have been made by the 
Select House Committee to Investigate Acte of Executive Agencies 
Beyond the Scope of their Authority, headed by Representative Howard 
'Vf. Smith of Virgini a. ZaFarre also charged that the Board of 
Economic Warfare of the Foreign Economic Administration had granted 
export licenses for quack remedies. 

On February 16, 1944, Mr. George Ball, Associate General 
Counsel of the Foreign Economic Administrati on requested to see 
the Bureau files on LaVarre, who formerly had been employed by the 
Department of Commerce, and on whom he thought we might have 
conducted an applicant investigation. He was advised on February 
26, 1944, that the Bureau had conducted no applicant investigation 
on LaVarrej however, that we had information on him in our files 
and if he so desired he could make a formal request to the Attorney 
General. Apparently, no request was made. 

RECOMMENDATION: That no encouragement be given thi3 

individual for an interview with the Director. 

Respectfully, 






r EMO FOR: HR. NICHOLS 
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TO 

FfcOM 


iffl. TOLSON 


DATE: June 10. 1947 


L. B. NICHOLS 


SUBJECT: 



»r. Tol •on _ 

If. b. At T5E“ 

■-/. ClCKlC 

if. OlavTn - 
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also furnished photographs of pictures Nos. 5j 7, Id, 17, 40 
and 4P which appear in the article "The FBI Practical Pistol 
Course" in the Law Enforcement Bullet-in last year. A 
of the article is attached for identification 


copy 
purposes. - 


and 

the 


Mr. LaVarre is to arrange a layout of these pictures 
will contact this office for clearance of the ,Bureau on 
captioned material prior to publication. • 
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WILLIAM LaVARRE 

1135 SIXTEENTH ST., N, W. 
WASHINGTON 


May 24th 
19 4 7 


Mr Lew Nichols, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Washington,D.C. 

Dear Mr Nichols: 




I transmitted the information on the Magnu/i pistol 
and bullet which I received from you and Mr f&ughman 
last Monday to Mr Horace 'Brown of the Fawcett Publish¬ 
ing Company,together with your suggestion t/iat the 
publicizing of the weapon might be of more help to 
criminals than to police and law enforecement agencies. 
Mr Brown says that he will abandon the publication of 
the proposed feature in TRUE POLICE CASES for the pres- 
-eat-€tt—Leasts—,-1—.... ____ 


In lieu of the Magnum pistol and bullet story he 
would like me to get from you and the Bureau,if it be 
possible,a picture story on the method of training F.B.I. 
agents in the use of various types of fife arras - a 
series of a dozen or more photographs with captions which 
can be edited Into a two page spread.He’d like it to in¬ 
clude the handling of all the various types of small arms 
and the technique taught agents for pistol battles with 
criminals especially those where civilian bystanders might 
by untrained policemen be endangered. Plus any other angle 
you would like to 3ee featured in such a picture story 
of training. 


Is this material available? 


I was glad to have the opportunity of talking with you 
and Mr Baughman,and I will be glad to assemble for Editor 
Brown a two page layout of pictures and text whenever you 


can make the photographs and information available. 

Sinceijplif, j \ &/'/ / 

___VH uT" 

LI lam LaVarre 


Dupont 4161. 
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^* rac ^^ ca ^ Pistol Course is a routine range exercise* Fifty 
sh «ts are scored on the Colt silhouette target in the total time 
of six minutes and ten seconds. This allotted time covers ten 
shots fired from the 7-yard line, five from the 60-yard line, 
twenty from the 50-yard line and fifteen from the 25-yard line. Before the 
.course is completed, the four firing postures - prone, sitting, standing, 
hip shooting - have been assumed at different fire lines, some of them 
several times. The course includes firing at close range, at a distance, 
and from behind barricades. 

Every FBI Agent must be able to fire the Practical Pistol Course in 
the allotted time. This means that he must have practiced until ease, 
timing and accuracy have been achieved, and until every safety measure in¬ 
corporated in the firing of the course has become habitual'. 

Numerous Police Departments have incorporated the FBI Academy Prac¬ 
tical Pistol Course into their regular range practice. Reports indicate an 
enthusiastic reception. 

The following picture story reveals every detail of firing the Prac¬ 
tical Pistol Course. 


(Reprinted from the FBI Law Enforcement Bulletin, July, August and September, 1946) 







50 Y*rd Line 

20 SHOTS MO 


Fill ACADEMY 
PRACTICAL PISTOL COURSE 


The practical pistol course confute o/ SO shot* on the Colt silhouette target 
SCORING: SHOTS STRIKING silhouette scored ACCORDING TO THE K" 

VALUE OF THAT AREA. SHOTS ONLY STRIKING “D" AREAS ARE SCORED 
AS MISSES .... TOTAL TIME SIX MINUTES AND TEN SECONDS. 


VARIOUS FIRING POSTURES 




srrriNG 


STANDING HIP SHOOTING 





































2. ON COMMAND SHOOTER 
LOADS REVOLVER WITH FIVE 
ROUNDS. 


3. AFTER LOADING SHOOTER REHOLSTERS 


We are about to begin firing the Practical Pistol Course. Ten shots 
must be fired from the hip in a period of 25 seconds. Distance - seven 
yards. ■: . 

I. THE SILHOUETTE TARGET.- THIS TARGET SHOWS BOTH K AND D VALUES. 'K 
REPRESENTS THE KILL VALUE; D THE DISABLING VALUE. AS SPECIAL AGENTS SHOOT 
ONLY IN SELF DEFENSE, ONLY THE K VALUE IS SCORED, AS K5 - K1 - K3 - K2. 


la. SHOOTER AT SEVEN-YARD LINE. 
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10. SHOOTING LANE AS SEEN FROM THE 
TARGET. ALL FIRING POINTS SHOWN. 


7. SHOOTER FIRES HIS SECOND FIVE 
ROUNDS. UNLESS HE HAS AN ALIBI HE 
MUST FIRE THE ENTIRE TEN ROUNDS IN 
TWENTY-FIVE SECONDS. 


6. SHOOTER REACHES FOR FIVE ROUNDS 
TO RELOAD'AS HE EJECTS THE FIVE DIS, 
CHARGED CARTRIDGES. POSITION OF 
FEET ARE UNCHANGED TO INSURE AC-' 
CURACY ON SECOND FIVE ROUNDS. ' 
6a. SHOOTER RELOADS. 


8. SHOOTER UNLOADS DIS¬ 
CHARGED CARTRIDGES. 


9. SHOOTER HAS REHOL- 
STERED; IS READY TO RE¬ 
TURN TO THE 60-YARD LINE 
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II. AT 60-YARD LINE.- SHOOTER A- 
WAITS COMMAND TO LOAD. 


I la. SHOOT I N(J LANE AND FIRING 
POINTS. SHOOTER HAS FORTY ROUNDS IN 
ALL - FIVE ROUNDS IN GUN, THE REST 
IN HIS POCKET. HE MUST FIRE THESE - 
FIVE IN EACH POSITION, IN FIVE MIN¬ 
UTES AND FORTY-FIVE SECONDS. 


13. CORRECT POSTURE AT TIME GUN IS 
DRAWN. 


12. "FIRE!" SHOOTER DROPS TO KNEES 


14. INCORRECT POSITION. A COMMON 
ERROR. GUN SHOULD BE POINTED DOWN 
RANGE ALWAYS. 


15. GUN DRAWN, SHOOTER DROPS TO 
PRONE POSITION TO FIRE FIVE ROUNDS. 


There are three possible prone positions. Number one (L. to R.) is 
preferred. Target is reduced by having feet together, gun close to ground'. 
Gun is steady and at greatest distance from the eye, giving best sight pic¬ 
ture. 









Number two position is usually used by persons who wear glasses or 
who have a large waist line. Gun is net as steady and is closer to the eye. 

Number three position is preferred by extremely large-girthed per¬ 
sons. This position accentuates disadvantages of number two position. 

The prone position enables the shooter to achieve accuracy at great 
distance. It also gives a small target for return fire if the terrain is 
level and without obstructions of gr&ss, logs or boulders._ 


17. GRIP CLOSE-UP, POSITION 
NUMBER ONE. THE LEFT HAND IS 
USED ONLY TO SUPPORT THE GUN 
HAND . 


16. CLOSE-UP OF POSITION NUMBER 
ONE. ARMS ARE STRA IGHT, GUN 
CLOSE TO GROUND. 


19. CLOSE-UP OF GRIP, NUMBER TWO 
POSITION. LEFT HAND FORMS FIST AS 
BASE TO RAISE GUN FROM GROUND. 


18. METHOD OF SUPPORTING GUN 
NUMBER TWO POSITION. 


21. CLOSE-UP OF GRIP USED IN NUMBER 
THREE POSITION. LEFT HAND MUST NOT 
CHANGE THE USUAL GRIP ON THE RE¬ 
VOLVER . 


20. NUMBER THREE POSITION. GOOD 
BUT NOT AS EFFECTIVE AS POSITIONS 
ONE AND TWO. 
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22. SHOOTER DEMONSTRATES HOW TARGET MAY 
BE REDUCED BY KEEPING FEET TOGETHER. 


23. AFTER FIRING FIVE ROUNDS IN THE PRONE POSITION, SHOOTER ROLLS TO LEFT 
SIDE, EJECTING CARTRIDGES WITH LEFT HAND, REACHING FOR AMMUNITION WITH 
RIGHT HAND. EACH TIME-SAVING DETAIL IS IMPORTANT AS SHOOTER MUST RELOAD 
SEVEN TIMES BEFORE HE COMPLETES THE COURSE. 


m 




25. FOR SAFETY REASONS SHOOTER REHOLSTERS 
uOADED GUN IN KNEELING UPRIGHT POSITION. 


2N. RELOADING WHILE STILL IN A 
PRONE POSITION TO KEEP TARGET OFFER¬ 
ED BY SHOOTER AS SMALL AS POSSIBLE. 


27. AT 50-YARD LINE SHOOTER ASSUMES 
SITTING POSITION, THEN DRAWS GUN. 
WHILE IN THIS POSITION SHOOTER FIRES 
FIVE ROUNDS, EJECTS EMPTY CARTRIDGES 
„„ AS HE SWINGS INTO A PRONE POSITION, 

26. RISING, HE PROCEEDS BRISKLY AND WHILE PRONE RELOADS AND FIRES 
TO THE 50-YARD LINE. THE NEXT FIVE ROUNDS. 
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h. SHOOTER, IN DRAWING GUN, KEEPS 
FINGER OFF OF THE TRIGGER. HE DRAWS 
GUN ALONG THE SIDE OF THE LEG. 

At this point the most common 
safety violations are: 

1. Drawing gun before sitting. 

2. Drawing gun in such a manner 
as. to cross leg with muzzle. 

3. Drawing gun with a sideways 
motion which momentarily covers 
shooters on adjoining lanes. 


There are three acceptable sitting positions. 

29. NUMBER ONE SITTING POSITION. KNEES AND FEET 
ARE ABOUT SIX INCHES APART. KNEES SUPPORT GUN ARMS 
JUST BACK OF ELBOWS. THIS POSITION ENABLES SHOOTER 

to Extend arms to full length, thus giving him the 

BEST AND MOST CONSTANT SIGHT PICTURE AS WELL AS 
GOOD SUPPORT. SUCH POSITION WOULD BE USED UNDER 
ACTUAL FIRING CONDITIONS FOR DISTANCE SHOOTING 
WHERE OBSTRUCTIONS INTERFERED WITH USE OF PRONE 
POSITION. 




30. NUMBER ONE SITTING POSITION 
FROM THE SIDE. ARMS ARE FULLY EX¬ 
TENDED. GUN IS AT EYE LEVEL. IF, 
WHEN POSITION IS FIRST ASSUMED, GUN 
IS NOT DIRECTLY AT EYE LEVEL, FEET 
SHOULD 8E DRAWN CLOSER TO BODY. 
THIS RAISES KNEES AND ELEVATES GUN. 
PROCEDURE SHOULD BE REVERSED IF GUN 
IS TOO HIGH. 



31. NUMBER TWO 
SITTING POSITION. 
KNEES SUPPORT ARMS 
FORWARD OF THE EL¬ 
BOWS. THIS POSI¬ 
TION IS STEADY AND 
HAS ALL THE ADVAN¬ 
TAGES OF THE NUM¬ 
BER ONE POSITION. 
PERSONAL CHOICE 
DICTATES WHICH PO¬ 
SITION IS TO BE 
USED. 



NUMBER TWO SITTING POSITION 


FROM THE S IDE 
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33. NUMBER THREE SITTING POSITION IS USUALLY PREFERRED BY PERSONS WEARING 
GLASSES OR THOSE HAVING A LARGE WAIST LINE. D ISADVANTAGtS: GUN IS NOT AS 
WELL SUPPORTED, NOT AS STEADY AND CLOSER TO EYES. ’ ' 


34. SHOOTER HAS FIRED FIVE SHOTS FROM SITTING POSITION. HE EJECTS SHELLS 
AS HE STARTS TO SWING AROUND TO PRONE POSITION. GUN IS POINTED DOWN RANGE- 
DESPITE FACT THAT MUZZLE IS ELEVATED SLIGHTLY TO FACILITATE UNLOADING. 


Jb. SHOOTER, IN PRONE POSITION TO 36. COMPLETELY PRONE POSITION 
PRESENT SMALL TARGET, RELOADS. ASSUMED TO FIRE NEXT FIVE ROUNDS. 


37. SHELLS ARE EJECTEO AS SHOOTER 
MOVES TO POSITION BEHIND BARRICADE. 
GUN MUZZLE IS POINTED DOWN RANGE. 


;?'• *' . ' 












CLOSE-UP OF 
HANDS. NO PORTION 
OF GUN IS AGAINST 
BARRICADE. * 


38. SHOOTER, TAKING ADVANTAGE OF 
‘ COVER, RELOADS BEHIND BARRICADE 
WHICH SIMULATES CORNER OF BUILDING. 
THE NEXT TEN SHOTS ARE TO BE FIRED, 
FIVE WITH THE LEFT HAND FROM LEFT 
SIDE OF BARRICADE, AND FIVE WITH THE 
RIGHT HAND FROM RIGHT SIDE OF BAR¬ 
RICADE TO GIVE PRACTICE IN TAKING 
ADVANTAGE OF ALL AVAILABLE COVER. 


FRONT VIEW OF 
BARRICADE POSITION. 


39. FIRING FROM THE BARRICADE. The first five shots from the 

barricade at fifty yards are, for 
safety reasons, fired with the left 
or weak hand (right hand if shooter 
is left handed). Several lanes are 
in use. If shooter is slower than 
men on other lanes he will be firing 
with his best and safest hand when 
others are ahead of his firing point.' 

Shooter assumes an unorthodox 
position by placing right foot for¬ 
ward in order to take advantage of 
cover. He places gun hand beyond 
barricade and brings gun to eye 
level. Gun is cocked after it is 
placed beyond barricade. Shooter sup¬ 
ports gun hand with right hand flat 
against barricade.* Thumb of right 
hand supports gun hand at break of 
wrist. Shooter sights with left eye when shooting with left hand to take 
flill advantage of cover. 


I 





12. COMMON ERROR. CYLINDER AGAINST 
BARRICADE. THIS DOES NOT RESULT IN 
MORE SUPPORT FOR GUN. RATHER IT 
WILL INJURE THE GUN 



13. FRONT VIEW. 
IT IS PERMISSIBLE 
TO SHOOT IN THIS 
MANNER IF CYLINDER 
IS RESTED ON INDEX 
FINGER AND FRONT 
OF CYLINDER IS A- 
HEAD OF FINGER SO 
THAT NO LEAD WILL 
HIT FINGER AND GUN 
DOES NOT TOUCH BAR- 
RICADE. 



11. SHOOTER EJECTS SHELLS AFTER 
FIRING FIVE ROUNDS AND REACHES FOR 
MORE AMMUNITION. 



15. TO FACILITATE RELOADING SHOOTER 
MUST RELAX WHILE NOT ACTUALLY FIRING. 
THE BEST WAY TO DO THIS IS TO 
BREATHE DEEPLY WHILE RELOADING. 



16. SHOOTER FIRES FIVE ROUNDS WITH 
STRONG HAND. GUN IS PLACED AT BAR¬ 
RICADE AT EYE LEVEL. THE GUN IS 
NEXT COCKED AND SUPPORTING HAND IS 
PLACED IN POSITION. RIGHT EYE USED 
FOR SIGHTING. • 


i. 


17. BARR ICADE OFFERS EXCELLENT 
CONCEALMENT. 
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48. COMMON ERRORS. RIGHT FOOT FOR¬ 
WARD WHILE FIRING WITH THE RIGHT 
HAND EXPOSES LARGE PORTION OF 
SHOOTER'S BODY. COMPARE WITH 47 
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50. FIVE ROUNDS WITH STRONG HAND 
COMPLETED, GUN UNLOADED. SHOOTER 
RELOADS BEHIND BARRICADE. 
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49. IMPROPER STANCE. REVOLVER TOO 
LOW: SHOOTER TOO FAR FROM BARRICADE. 


51. SHOOTER HAS FIRED TWENTY ROUNDS 
AT THE 50-YARD LINE, HAS RELOADED TO 
BE READY FOR. EMERGENCY AND IS 
BOLSTERING . 


52. SHOOTER ADVANCES BRISKLY TO THE 
25-YARD LINE. 


53. SHOOTER HAS SAT DOWN; IS DRAW 
ING REVOLVER. 



















55. SHOOTER EJECTS SHELL'S AS HE 
MOVES BEHIND BARRICADE. 
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60. SHOOTER HAS FINISHED FIRING THE 
COURSE. GUN UNLOADED AND HOLSTERED, 
HE IS WAITING FOR THE. INSTRUCTOR TO 
CLEAR THE LINE. 


61. A POSSIBLE TARGET. 
ARE WITHIN THE K5 RING. 


FIFTY SHOTS 


MX*. 
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52. HOW TO SCORE - COUNT ALL 5 * S 
AND TOTAL. DO THE SAME WITH M- * S 
3'S AND 2'S. ADD TOTAL AND MULTIPLY 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 04 


UNITED STATE? GOVERNMENT 


DATE: 7-7-47 


Ur. Wicnq/s 


Mr. Cl«gg_ 

Mr. Coffey__ 

Mr. Olfivln_ 

Mr. Ladd_ 

Mr. Nichol e 

Mr. Roaen__ 

Mr. Tracy_ 

Mr. Mohr_ 

Mr. Carson_ 

Mr. llondon_ 

Mr. Munford_ 

Mr. Jonao_ 

Mr. Quinn Taaxa. 
Tele. Rooa_ 


FROM 


Al. A. Jones 


SUBJECT: WILLIAM LA VARRE, DUpont 4161 


& The above jparty called this morning and mentioned having talked 

gith either you or air. McGuire about including a. couple of pictures on the 
■prpriBe Target Course at Quantico with a number of other firearms pictures 
So be used soon byjnPayc att P ublications. La Varre indicated that the Bureau 
TC.lt that the Surprise Course was suitable for an entire feature. La Varre 
jfchen stated that he had checked with .Mr. Horaco Brown, who indicated the 
Jtesire to do a feature of from 10 to 15 pictures. La Varre stated that he had 
apbme experience himself as a photographer and that if necessary he could take 
pictures. He added, however, that it would be preferable if the pictures were 
taken by our own photographers. 


h'0A30__ 

ItOBhM 


I advised La Varre that I would be glad to check on the matter and would 


lot him know 


RECOUlEiNuATI ON 



I doubt seriously whether this is a very good outlet for a feature on the 
Surprise Target Range at Quantico; however, if it is desired that Fawcett Publica¬ 
tions be allowed to use it, it would seen preferable to make a series of pictures 
with Bureau photographers so that we could make them available to La Varre and per¬ 
haps others in the future. r ** 

k RBCTmTOGD 

ADDENDUM - 7-9-47 MAJreb D /, - — 

La Varre called July 9th • ' 4 -—=-*■ ■“Sa* 

advised of numerous similar/) \ \ J" t 

requests and that in view W V vvf a) A* Vy V UL >94/ 

shortage of personnel and heavy Jr If' Jl* 

schedule possible to 

eooperatd in connection williv Vh /v/ a. \yr \i/ 

pi-ciec'b. a Ho stated he undATS^oodl.X v \ ty' 
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Office Aiejnoranjtywi • united state^government 


Mr. 


Mi cholT 

nT'—•—"" ' f 

m'- fyj|« Jones 

SUBJECT: V WILLIAm'LA VARRE 

AKA WILLIAM LAVARRE 


DATE: July 8, 1953 


PROW' 


SYNOPSIS: 


(o ' ‘ Tr *°- 


Up hr_ 


William LaVarre, who identified himself Ct 
Publications Counsel of the American Legion magazine, called iL. ~ 

on Mr. Nichols on July 6, 1953. Re advised that the American ^ - 

Legion magazine has a circulation of three and a half million 
and for the past two years they have run an article on 
Communism each month. He stated the magazine contemplates 
starting the same type of project on socialism and that he would 
like to turn the January issue of the magazine over to the 
Director as a feature for any message the Director might like 
to write. In connection with the article, LaVarre advised the 
Director's picture would be on the cover in color, Mr. Nichols 
requested summary memorandum on LaVarre, American Legion magazine 
'masthead failed to reflect LaVarre an official of American Legion 
1 magazine. Who's Who in America and Bureau files reflected j 

consi derable information on a William LaVarre. For purpose of 
identification, Mr. Lee Pennington was contacted and advised he 
had never heard of LaVarre in connection with the American Legion. 
Pennington telephonically contacted Joseph C. Keeley, Editor of 
the American Legion magazine in New York. Keeley advised LaVarre 
prone' to exaggeration and has no official connection with the \ 
American Legion magazine. Keeley further advised LaVarre merely 
a free-lance writer from whom they have bought articles on \ 

occasion. Keeley suggested LaVarre be treated as any outsider . 
walking in off the street and further stated that despite the V. 

fact that he is Editor of the American Legion magazine, Mr. 

( Pennington's call was the first knowledge he had of the project 
as proposed by LaVarre for their January issue. Who's Who 
in America reflects LaVarre listed as economic geographer and 
writer who was born in Richmond, Virginia, in 1898. Attended 
Columbia and Harvard Universities and has been an explorer and 
writer since 1920. Has written numerous books on Latin America 
and contributes to newspapers and magazines, particularly 

Bufiles reflect LaVarre first came to our 
when he was alleging in New York that he was 
employed by the State Department in Counter Fifth Column Activity. 
Investigation initiated at that time reflected that he was of 
questionable reputation and a professional litigant, and that 
in 1930, he had served a sixty-day jail sentence for contempt , . 

'»£>/ court. In 1942, Morgan Beatty, news commentator, advised 
LaVarre forces had attempted to bribe him at the time of a trial 
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^attention in 1941 
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Memo to Mr. Nichols 
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in Georgia in 1930 when LaVarre was a litigant. In 1942, a 

( source of unknown reliability advised that LaVarre was a fake 
and that his brother had been arrested for smuggling motion 
picture films into the country. In 1949, LaVarre made 
application for employment in the Foreign Service of the 
United States. His application reflects egotistical and flippant 
remarks . In 1949, also, we conducted a full-field investigation 
concerning LaVarre in connection with hie application for 
employment with the State department on the European Recovery 
Program. Numerous prominent individuals were interviewed at 
this time and all agreed that LaVarre was a loyal American and 
would not be a security risk, but most of them declined to 
recommend him for government service because of his personality.* 

I He was described by various individuals as a "trouble maker," | 
"undependable," "financially irresponsible" and "dictatorial in ) 
his demands." A former Undersecretary of State described 
him os a soldier of fortune with "funny ideas concerning . 

people and thingsA former asso date described LaVarre as 

I "overbearing, deceitful and.a person of poor character and * 
untrustworthy." An official of Paramount Pictures described 
LaVarre as unreliable and untrustworthy but did not believe 
him to be dishonest. Roy Howard, President of Scripps Howard 

1 newspapers, described LaVarre as overbearing and overaggressive I 
and hard to get along with. He further stated he was a * 

"natural-born schemer." Other former employees, associates or , 
acquaintances described LaVarre in the same manner. Records of \ 
the New York Retail Credit Association reflect LaVarre has a 
poor credit record and has been involved in a great deal of * 

litigation. 

RECOMMENDATION: 


None. For information. 
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Office Memorandum • united state^povernment 


to i Mr. Nichols 


datBi July 8, 1953 


FROM 




To! wo . 
L.<U_ 


SUBJECT: WILLIAM LA VARRE 

AKA WILLIAM LA VARRE 


DETAILS: 


Nic*«U — 
BelmMtt - 

CU|| — 

Gloria— 
!(i/bo — 

Trecy— 
Geeity — 


Viet mood — 
Tale. Room — 

Holloeiea- 

Sisoo — 

Mia« Gtftdf - 


Purpose and Background : r . . 

- - 

On July 2, 1953, William^UjeMarrei who identified him¬ 
self os Publications Counsel of the American Legion magazine, 
called Mr. Nichols. LaVarre pointed out that in the past 24 
issues of the American Legion magazine a special treatment has 
been given each month to some phase of Communism. He said the 
American Legion is now contemplating launching a program next 
year of going into the subject of Socialism. Theywant to sum- . 
marize their two-year series with a message to parents. LaVarre 
said he had seen the Director's guest column for Austine Cassini 
Hearst which is exactly the style and message he wants to put 
over. He requested permission to come in and talk this matter 
over further with Mr. Nichols. 


LaVarre came in and talked with Mr. Nichols on the 
afternoon of July 6, 1953. Enlarging on hi3 telephone conver¬ 
sation, he explained that the Legion magazine now has a cir¬ 
culation of three and a half million; that it is growing in 
influence, and presents a medium not only communicating with 
the Legion, but with Congress and the public as well. He said 
that 226 out of the 435 Congressmen were members of the Legion, 

61 of the 96 Senators, and 31 of the 48 Governors were Legionnaires. 
He stated he would like to turn the January issue of the American 
Legion magazine over to the Director as a feature for any message 
the Director might like to write. LaVarre said that he felt 
that one of the most effectual jobs that could be done would 
be under the title "Tour Children Are The Targets, " and then 
go into the necessity of child training against Communism. 

In connection with the article, he said that they 
would want the Director's picture on the cover in color, and 
the deadline for the January issue would be September 30, 
although changes could be made for several weeks after that 
in the galley form. In conclusion, LaVarre stated that he 
would be traveling considerably until after the American Legion 
Convention, but that he could be communicated with at the Harvard 
Club, 27 West 42nd Street, New York City, or the American Legion 
magazine. 

cc - Mr. Nichols 
DGH:ps 
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.SIS art s. to_Id e_ nt iJUL-Wi.UJa n LaVa rre : 

According to the above, LaVarre was not identified 
other than as the Publications Counsel of the American'Legion 
magazine. It was noted that one William LaVarre was written 
up in the current issue of "Who 1 3 Who in Americaand it was 
further noted that there are numerous references in Bureau 
files to William LaVarre. ‘ 

The masthead of a current issue of the American Legion 
magazine failed to reflect that LaVarre was in any way connected 
with that magazine. 

•' • s • 

■In an attempt to determine whether the William LaVarre 
who had contacted Mr. Nichols was identical with the individual 
whose name appears in Who's Who and who is a subject of con¬ 
siderable information in Bureau files Mr. Lee Pennington was 
contacted. Mr. Pennington advised that he had never heard of 
William LaVarre in connection with the American Legion• 

Mr. Pennington called Joseph C. Keeley, Editor of 
the American Legion magazine in New York, who is known to him 
personally. Mr. Keeley volunteered the following information 
on a personal and confidential basis. 

Keeley stated that LaVarre is in no way connected 
with the American Legion magazine, and despite the faot that 
he is the Editor of the magazine t Mr. Pennington's call was 
the first information he had concerning the subject of LaVarre's 
conversation with Mr. Nichols. Keeley knew nothing whatsoever 
about it and stated that LaVarre is merely a free-lance writer 
who continually tries to sell articles to the American Legion 
magazine. He stated the magazine takes about one out of every 
ten offered by LaVarre. Keeley indicated that LaVarre is 
inclined to exaggerate and suggested that we treat him as we 
would any other individual coming in off the street and asking 
for information. Keeley knew absolutely nothing about this 
approach by LaVarre and reiterated the fact that LaVarre has 
no official connection with the American Legion magazine'. 

Keeley did volunteer enough information concerning the back- 
ground and personal history of LaVarre to identify him as the 
individual who appears in Who's Who and the individual about--, 
whom considerable information appears in Bureau files. 
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Background of William LaVarre : 

According to "Who's Who in America" for 1952-53, 

William LaVarre is identified as an economic geographer and 
writer. He was born in Richmond, Virginia, on August 4\ 1898. 

He attended Columbia University and was a special 3tudent at 
Harvard University. * 

He did economic exploration in South America for 
gold, diamonds, oil, and minerals from 1920 to 1927. He is 
listed as a publisher of newspapers; president of Peidmont - 
Press Association from 1928 to 1930. He made various trips 
through Latin America for newspaper article for North American 
Newspaper Alliance, Consolidated News Features, King Features, 
and Wide-World from 1933 to 1938. He is identified as managing 
director and president of: the Pan American Press 3ince 1939. 

He is listed as a Latin American specialist and Chief, American 
Republics Unit, U. S. Department of Commerce, from 1941 to 1943. 

He was with Rubber Development Corporation, Reconstruction 
Finance Corporation in South America in 1943, and is listed as 
director, American Foreign Service Council, Washington, since 
1944. He is also identified as a consultant of Economic Co¬ 
operation Administration since 1950. ' .■ 

* \ 

• • 

He is listed as a Fellow of the American Geographical 
Society, the Royal Geographic Society of England, and is d member 
of the Harvard Club of New York and University Club of Washington, 
D. C. He is also listed as the author of numerous books on 
South America, a contributor to newspapers, and a. contributor 
to Readers Digest. . 

His home address is listed as 1135 16th Street, 

Northwest, Washington, D. C. 

. • , * ' • , 

• i* . • 

Information in Bureau Files : ■ 

LaVarre first came to the Bureau's attention in a 
letter dated January 10, 1941, from Congressman Lewis K. 
Rockefeller of New York, at which time he transmitted a,letter 
indicating that William LaVatre had sued Preston Rambo who was 
defended by Attorney General J. McMahon of New York City. This 
suit was for an alleged libel and slander. Rambo at that time 
was a ^consular officer in Brasil. We advised the Congressman 
that Bureau files contained -no reference io r LaVa’rre. <- 
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By letter dated February 7, 1941, the New York Office 
advised that LaVarre had given the impression in New York that 
he was employed b.y the State Department in Counter Fifth > Column 
Activity. The New York Office advised that Naval Intelligence 
and the State Department had no record of his employment in 
New York, and the field office files were negative on him. 

Pursuant to Bureau request on April 3, 1941, the State Department 
advised it had no information which would make an investigation 
of LaVarre inadvisable, and the New York Office was consequently 
requested to conduct a discreet investigation concerning him. 

This investigation reflected that LaVarre' s reputation is some¬ 
what questionable and he appears to be a professional litigant. 

At the time of this investigation in New York, Mr. Harold Hall, 
vice president of "The New York Times, " was interviewed and 
advised that he was in partnership with LaVarre in 1930, and 
because of unethical practices on LaVarre' 3 part the partnership 
dissolved and LaVarre was arrested in 1930 for criminal contempt 
of court for refusing to abide by court decision on impounded 
partnership funds. 

Investigation in Savannah, Georgia, concerning this 
matter reflects that LaVarre, in partnership with Hall, purchased 
three Southern newspapers in 1928 with 870,000 borrowed from 
International Paper Company on a note. Upon LaVarre's attempted 
control of the enterprise. Hall brought equity suit for injunction 
and accounting. LaVarre disregarded the order of the U. S. 
District Court to turn over certain stock to court receivers 
and was committed by the court for criminal contempt on August 2, 
1930, and served a total of 60 days. Investigation in Savannah 
at the time characterized LaVarre as an adventurer and soldier 
of fbrtune with vision and big ideas. It was stated that, he was 
capable, intelligent, and a hard worker, but also a high liver, 
arrogant, and independent. 

On April 8, 1942, Morgan Beatty, news commentator, 
called Mr. Nichols with reference to LaVarre. In connection 
with the above litigation, Beatty advised Mr. Nichols that he 
had covered the contempt trial in Georgia at the time it was 
in progress and that there was an attempt to bribe him by the 
LaVarre forces. 


By letter dated April 16, 1942, I I 

of Hollywood, California, complained of the appointment of 
LaVarre to a high government position. She described him as b 7 c 
the person who went to the Dutch West Indies for Paramount b6 
Pictures and failed to account for money advanced. She stated 
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that he had reported as actual experiences those taken from 
scenarios furnished by the motion picture company and that he 
bought leopard skins in New York and claimed he shot the 
animals in South Ame rica. She described him as I I 

I 1 whom she said was recently arrested and b7c 

fined for smuggling mo tion picture films into this country. 

^ 1 i 

"The Times-Herald" newspaper of Washington, D. C., 
on or about February 16, 1944, carried an article under the 
heading "LaVarre Charges to be Aired by House Investigating 
Body," which stated in part as follows: "Charges that Good 
Neighbor Policy and future trade with Latin America were 
being wrecked by the activities of the Foreign Economic 
Administration under Leo T. Crowley will be probed by a Rouse 
investigating committee the Times-Herald learned last night. 

"The accusations were made by William. LaVarre ■ who 
resigned as chief of the American Republics Division of'-the 
Department of Commerce in protest against what he called 
'the Communistic influence of followers of Vice President 
Wallace and other officials endangering the United States 
commerce in South and Central America. 1 " (62-61481-8) , 

On May 19, 1949, LaVarre filed an application, for 
employment in the Foreign Service of the United States with 
the Department of State. This application reflects substantially 
the same background data as set forth from Who's Who; however, 
it is noted that the application is written in a very egotistical 
manner, particularly in reference to descriptions of former 
employment and in some instances is flippant. He stated that 
he was self-employed from 1919 to 1924 in South America on 
mining and prospecting expeditions .and "made over a million 
dollars and thought I’d try the jungles of New York." In 
connection with this application he listed the following 
individuals as references: Honorable Laurence Steinhardt, 
Ambassador to Canada; Honorable Norman Armour, former Assistant 
Secretary of State; and Professor A. A. Berle, Jr., professor 
of international law at Columbia University. (123-3225) 


In the Spring of 1949, we conducted a full-field 
investigation concerning LaVarre in connection with his 
application for employment with the European Recovery Program. 

The results of this investigation are set.forth in Bureau file 
124-2906/ and. unless otherwise specified all subsequent., inf or- 
mation was taken from reports in connection with this investigation. 


#• * *•' 
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It is pointed out that various offices throughout the country 
conducted investigation on this matter and submitted lengthy 
reports. A review of these reports reflects that almost with¬ 
out exception all individuals interviewed, former associates, 
and former employers stated that they did not question LaVarre' s 
loyalty, but on the other hand very few would recommend him 
because of his personality. There is set forth below some of 
the more pertinent characterisations of LaVarre by persons who 
knew him and were interviewed. 

John Goodloe, Secretary of the Coca Cola Company, 
Atlanta, Georgia, advised that he had been Executive Vice 
President of the Defense Supplies Corporation, subsidiary of 
the Reconstruction Finance Corporation, several years ago. 

He said that while so employed he had known William LaVarre 
in an official capacity for about a year and that he was 
LaVarre's superior. Goodloe said that in his opinion LaVarre 
was an instigator and trouble maker who would make bold state¬ 
ments without sufficient information on which to base them. 

Investigation at Los Angeles reflects. that LaVarre's 
brother, Mertland LaVarre, is a motion picture actor under the 


T • t 

Burton Holmes, screen travelogue producer, described 
LaVarre as extremely personable and refined, but added'that he ll 
is undependable, financially irresponsible, and dictatorial in 
his demands. ' 

IF. L. Claytonformer Under Secretary of State, 
described LaVarre as d soldier of fortune with "funny ideas 
concerning people and things" and that he considers everybody 
a "crook." 

Reed M. Chambers, Vice President, United States 
Aviation Underwriters, described LaVarre as lacking in judgment, 

• • . - . - * - . i 

; David B. Putnam, who accompanied LaVarre on an 
expedition to British Guiana in 1933, described LaVarre as \ 
overbearing, deceitful, a person of poor character, and 
untrustworthy. ' . . 

LaVarre has been described by other, associates as 
a "controversial character," a "stormy petrel" and a "master 
mind." ■ , • 
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Russell Holman, Eastern Production Manager, Paramount 
Pictures Corporation, advised that LaVarre was engaged by 
Paramount in 1933 to head an expedition to British Guiana for 
the purpose of taking pictures. The expedition broke up due 
to dissension among members and filming was never completed. 
Holman said LaVarre is unreliable and untrustworthy, but does 
believe him to be honest. 

Mr. Roy Howard, President, Scripps-Howard Newspapers, 
described LaVarre as overbearing and overaggressive and a 
"natural-born schemer." 


Mr. John Price Jones of John Price Jones Corporation, 
New York City, stated LaVarre was a difficult man to get al ong 
with, and that he questioned his character and reputation 
because he was not a man of his word. 


Mr. William R. Barbour, President of Fleming H. 

Revell Company, New York City, stated that LaVarre is unreliable 
and that much of the information in his books concerning 
explorations in South America is not true. 

Mr. Douglas Allen, Chairman of the Board, Otis Astoria 
Corporation, New York City, described LaVarre as an individual 
who cannot adjust himself tempermentally, that he lacked tact, 
judgment, and good sense, and was not personally trustworthy. 


Major Rene Bellinger of New York City, whose brother 
had married'LaVarre 's sister, described LaVarre as a "soldier 
of fortune" who appeared to live by his wits and who never held 
a job for any extended period of time. 


X 

The records of the Credit Bureau of New York reflect 
that LaVarre has a poor credit record and has been involved in 
numerous litigations. He has been described by individuals as 
a "professional litigant." | 

( 

RECOMMENDATION: 


None. For information. 
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WilliamJLavarre of the^Ampr r -egirn Maijnz j ne' cal-l-edzj' 

see me on the afternoon "of July 6th, He outlined that the Legion 
Magazine now has a circulation of 3-k million; that the Legion Magazine*?" 
is growing in influence and presents a medium not only communicating 
with the Legion, but with Congress and the public as well. He outlined 
that 226 out of the 435 Congressmen were members of the Legion and 61 of 
the 96 Senators and 31 of the 48 Governors were legionnaires. He referre 
to the program of the Legion Magazine running a specialized article 
on Communism each month during the past two years and of contemplated 
plans of the Legion Magazine to open up on Socialism as a project for 
next year. He stated that he would like to turn the January issue of 
jlftbe Magazine over to the Director as a feature for any message he might 
(jlike to ‘write; that he felt that one of the most effectual jobs that 
could be done would be under the -kijLIe-JlKo ur^.CJi.i.ldrjen^Are The Tar gets" 
and then go into the necessity of child training against Communism) 
the attacks made on youth by Communists seeking to infiltrate and 
convert them. He pointed out that we will have to live with Communism 
for many years to come and the future fight could be won or lost by the 
manner in which youth takes hold, R. -X 

In connection with the article they would want the Director's 
i picture on the cover in color and the deadline for the January issue 

I would be September 30th, although changes could be made for several 
weeks after that in galley form, Lavarre further pointed out that the 
Director could anticipate items coming up in January and work into this 
article those matters, 

He commented again on the excellence of the Director's guest 
column for Austine Cassini Hearst. I told Lavarre that I would talk 
to him at the earliest opportunity and we would let him know, Lavarre 
stated he would be traveling considerably^until after the American 
Legion Convention; that he could be comzmnicated with at the Harvard 
Club, 27 We8t 42nd, New York City or the American Legion Magazine, I 
told him we would let him know • 

A A 

cc - Mr, Ladd 
cc - Mr, Jones 
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Memorandum, for Mr, Tolson 


Jr 


A summary memorandum attached reflects that Lavarre is 
somewhat of a blowhard. He had , been a controversial charac ter 
described as a troublemaker,/dictatorial. 

Mr. Pennington contacted Joseph C. Keeley, editor of the 
American Legion Magazine, who stated that Lavarre is prone to 
exaggerations , has -no official c.annec.t inn-mitt — tHa.-A m.e-r i can Lft dibP- 
maoasine and is a free lance writer from whom they have bought 
articles in the past. 

Of course, under these circumstances, we should have 
nothing to do with Lavarre. I propose that we do not call him. 
Should he follow-up, I will then tell him that I tried to get 
hold of him previously, one of our people had checked with the 
editor of the American Legion magazine who informed him that the 
magazine had no sue h plans to carry the story and that, accordingly, 
we were abandoning such a project. I think the idea is very good 
and if a responsible editor comes bock at us, I think we should go 
ahead and do the article. 
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You requested a summary of information appearing in Bureau 
files concerning captioned individual who was formerly with "Liberty" magazih^ 
and is now connected with "The American Mercury. " 


PURPOSE AND BACKGROUND; 


INFORMATION IN BUFILES: 


There is attached a detailed summary memorandum concerning V 
LaVarre dated July 8, 1953. This memorandum was written because LaVarre ^ 
contacted you and was interested in having the Director do an article on 
communism for the "American Legion Magazine." At the time, we checked 
with the American Legion, and they had never heard of LaVarre. A month \ s 
after this occurred on August 11, 1953, LaVarre recontacted you and stated ^ 
that there had been a mix-up as things were not too well coordinated in \ 

American Legion Headquarters, and that he would personally take this matter ^ 
up with Jimmy O'Neil of the "American Legion Magazine." He Stated he was ~ 
fully authorized to approach us and, consequently, you told him \^e would be ^ 
glad to see him after he had talked with O'Neil. Later on in 1953\ Joseph Keeley,' 
Editor of the "American Legion Magazine," did contact us concerning such an £; 

article by the Director, but there is no indication that LaVarre eveij entered int<£> 
the picture. We did send to Keeley a comprehensive question and answer type o 
interview by the Director entitled "Communism in the United States.;" This £ 

appeared in the March, 1954, issue of the "American Legion Magazine. " -j 

(94-3-4-361-55X6, 55X7, 57) \ & 


In a personal letter to you dated November 5, 1956, Russell \ 
Maguire, Chairman of the Board of "The American Mercury" magazine, stated: 
"Following our conversations last week, you may be interested to have in your 
file the enclosed Photostat of a letter that Mr. William LaVarre wrote me dated 
November 1. The inked comments I put in to detailthepredictions that I gave 
him at the Harvard Club. " A check of files ArAyour office failed to locate the 
Rhotostat of LaVarre's letter mentioned by Maguire, and it is possible that he 
inadvertently neglected to enclose it. - /> / 4/v /- ) f 

RECORDED* 78 / 

RECOMMENDATION: iMnCYFn . 7ft x/ Ca£:ri 


one. For information, 


nclosure 




25 th October 
Harvard Club 
New York. 


Dear Mr Nichols* 


Thin morning telephone confirms my initial opinions* 

I enclose an advance proof of the Christmas* December, 
clean issue, for you and Mr H« I am now at work on the 
final galleys for the January issue. The December issue will 
be distributed about the 8th of November; the January about 
the 8th of December. 


It may serve some purpose for me to have in your hands 
and for Mr H'a refreshing of past time's In Washington and 
my own efforts, the enclosures which I have taken from storage 
for thlB purpose. In addition. In your confidential cour/ler 
files you will find continuous exchanged memoranda between 
me and Mr H, while I served as Jesse Jones' assistant in the 
Department of Commerce and the RFC (19l+l-iU;)» It was then that 
my inter-American informations sources began Informing me of 
subversive. Communist and other liabilities not only in Latin 
America but in Washington. It was then that I knew the liabili¬ 
ties of having other than your intelligence agents in the other 
Latin American republics - which was the substitution plan of 
that period; and whlah we licked. 


For whatever good it might do I decided finally that 
I would resign from Washington with a publio statement of idiat \ 
I had observed - and, perhaps, with subsequent chances to 
appear before Congressional Committees with whatever evldenoe 
might be most useful inc orrecting the liabilities. This I 
did and used several opportunities thereafter to give public 
as well as executive testimony and evidence before Senate and 
House Committees - all of which seems long since forgotten. 

I addressed the Feb 9th, 19UU* letter memorandum to 7 
Senator Byrd after consultations with him, and as the Senator 
of my native State, Virginia. It oaused a one day's excitement 
and, of c ouras, made me many then-enemies in the Administration. 
Put read it baok, now, and see how aocurate 1 was, not only 
as to what was happening then. In February, 19M<-» but what seemed' 
to me to be the future oosts to us a s a nation. I have marked I 
my major prophesy. We can now read it and weep.^ ; /</ 9/ \j 

After you and Mr H have seen the e nc^nquyes^ST^qgjld like 
them put in the official file under my name* piatter 

what happens to you, Mr H. orthis bit or my personal history 
and Washington strife will be permanently on-f± 3o. Of cAu sse, 
if the Marxians ever take ua over, or one of'their agent!?'.giet 
control of Mr H'e authorities, these records will be all that 
are necessary to oauae my execution* But, on the other hand, 
if wa survive, I might as well leave this Anninsl>n in your 
ti. 1® for my grandchildren's benefit* . 


GINAL 
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After resigning from the Department of Commerce and the 
RFC, and with Mr Jones’ liquidation as Secretary of Commerce 
by Henry Wallaoe, I stayed In Washington where I set up an 
office known as The American Foreign Service Council, from 
which I was able to transmit to certain Senators and Con¬ 
gressmen at the time vital information aa to subversive 
activities and people in both the State Department and the 
Pentagon(0-2, Bissel etc of evaluators) That bit of history 
is s till off-the-record. 

Many of us, through different ohalns, worked for the 
same objectives, some of which we were very successful at, 
without getting into the public limelight. 

The futility of trying to do s omethlng good for the 
Republic oomes to all men so engaged, at moments; I only 
left my Florida Island and undertook the present task be- 
cbib e there seemed, to others as well as to me, an oppor¬ 
tunity to create a publication^ that couli become useful 
in editorially fighting our national enemies and providing 
facts and infor® d opinion for patriotic citizens. The agree¬ 
ment is that nothing,as of the October(Constitution) issue, 
goes into the publication which is not documented. Just, 
and patriotic in the best sense of the word. My paternal 
ancestors settled Louisiana from France and my maternal 
ancestors created Colonial Virginia and Iwill not lend my¬ 
self or name to any deceptive or rabid or double-dealing 
enterprise, much leas publication. On the chance that I can 
produce, out of something of an August-September chaos, 
something of value to really patriotic Americans I and my 
wife are sacrificing other ways of life, living in Manhattan 
and working arpund the clock to create an asset - not at all 
for me but for the nation - an unoensored Information and 
opinion asset. I have put out oalls to innumeraVIfriends and 
acquaintances for fine articles, whloh are now arriving 
from men and women equally prideful of thdlr good namea. 

Such articles are now being feature£and all the bits of 
questlonabfe material urged upon me discarded - or filed. 

I note what looks like a widespread network of unbalanced 
people converging on New York with their supposedly secret 
plots and mailing proppectus, all seeking financing oftheir 
booklet and broadsides here, a s well as featured publication 
in the magazine. They meet In hotels; some of them are not 
only engaged In soliciting money from unsuspecting Americans 
for their "patriotic" organizations, but In more dangerous 
taetlos. For a while I may be able to provide a wall between 
the bad and the good. It can be t hat I find this not possi¬ 
ble, at whloh time I will return to the Oulf Coast. In the 
meantime I take the responsibility not to contaminate the 
names of good and honest Americans by having their names 
and articles appear In any Issue latent with nefarious 
material* 


I am at your, and Mr H's, service; with the American 
Legion, we have perhaps the only continuing strength for 


•) * * V 


nation, whan the chips are down* 

p «. I regret, of course, seeing you leave Washington. 

Eut you will certainly have something to look back on in your 
well-earned old age with pride. 7 

communicate indirectly with me through Lee 
Pennington, Washington, or Jim O'Neil, New York. 


Good luck. 


lu tunilfl/(] 


William LaVarre. 


mf^dential. 





October 31, 1957 


o 

Mr. William laVsrrc 

Harvard'ciab- 

Nee York, Nee York , . n . , 

/ /- s is ;(/ 

Dear Mr. Lavarre: 0'^”'' ! ^' 

October 25, with the* TOrioaa^ri^fl y ° Ur communi cation of 

^, ioo k ,o„:r 0 ~ 

With every good wish, 

Sincerely, 


B- B. Nichole 

O 

NOTE: See NicljolsrTolson memo dated in-<»i ^ 

conversation ^i$h LoVarre. re Mr. Nichols' recent 
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For your Informat ton, ill lam ZaVarre, edltor-ln- 
chief of captioned publication, appeared at' ‘HE# Bureau art 
l-20-$J, 

: oVarre atatet1 that he agreed te take over the 
editorship of the ‘‘/nerican Mercury'* on the condition that 
r.uco*l2 Maguire, owner, would allow him a free hand as to what 
materiel would be publlehed, i*aVarre paid he note finds there 
Ik great nrsecure building up for him to include various tteme 
in the ntxgaslne which he disapproves, ettah ae antt•Semitic 
material • He eatd that the situation to much that he does 
not dare abeent himself from lew York City uften Maguire 1u 
there for fear Maguire will have nnterial publ lehed uhtah n . f 
ZaVarre feele ehould not be publlehed, ZaVarre Indicated r 
that hie contract tolth the publication expiree C-J1-J>8 and, 
although he has on option to buy the nagaxtne at that tine, y 
he expressed doubt that he would be Interested in the / 

publication oi the expiration of hie centra f ^ if 

. ai’arre described --agulre as a r^yHu^iPyWSQPRDED 
"crack-pot fringe 1 ' uho te in the habit of #nmflrf4€h/6?195B 
members of the "crack-pot fringe y when they cone to New York • 
He pointed out ths:t Maguire, who le extremely wealthy, node 
touch of his money out of wildcat oil deale• According to 
J aVarre, Maguire has recently taken a keen Interest In 
religion and hat been attempting to portray himeelf ae o great 
patrtot and Christian, iaVarre further said that he knows 
voguire takes In c considerable amount of money In 
contributions from various groups, some of stitch is donated 
because such groups feel Mogul re and the m American Mercury" 
nre performing r. patriotic duty and because they dsstrs 
wider distribution of tixe mateslns, j-7.--r.v: 

C :v* • 

*5L«* f ashing ton Field ' I 

■ . . r 

/ J • GVmNBW , 

1 - 100-237194 (Dominican Activities in the U.S,J 
(l - 62-61481 (LaVarre) . 

RDCtdlmtela (See note page 3 .J 

MAIL ROOM □ ( 10 ) 
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Letter to SAC, Nero YorH 

Bet "AMERICAN imiCURY , ' MAGAZINE 


\ 


On one oooarton, according to LaVarre, the Dominican 
Ambassador. in thte country (Manuel de Moya) cent Maguire a certified 
Chech in the amount of $10,000 and LaVarre eatd he me reaeon to 
believe that came eource contributed ' $$,000 on another oocaeion, 

He stated that Hagttire hats also received a check from the Saudi Arabian 
Ambaeeador, 

LaVarre further said that in convereatton with hie 
aeeooiatea, Maguire hae mentioned the FBI frequently in euah a manner 
eo ae to indicate that he had a aecret souroe of information in the 
Bureauf however, he was .triable to furnish any details in this regard 
and indicated he personally clid not believe Maguire had such a 
source. 


LufUes reflect that LaVarre toas aseootated with the 
Commerce Department in Louth America during World War II and has 
been a writer ami author for a number of gears. During 1V4? the 
Bureau conducted a full-field investigation of LaVarre in 
cormeotion with hie application for employment with State Department, 
This investigation did not develop any adverse information of 
a security nature, Hewever, a number of LaVarre*s associates 
declined to recommend him for Government servtoe, describing him 
ae a "troublemaker, "'financially irresponsible," and "overbearing 
and dictatorial. " 

New York and Washington Wield should, during the course of 
tnveetigatton previously requested, etvfeavor to develop further 
information ooncerrAng the tvro checks reportedly furnished to 
Uaguire by the Dominican Ambassador. New York and Washington Pteld 
should also conduct logical inquiries concerning the oheck Maguire 
reportedly received from the Laudi Arabian Ambaeeador, beartng in 
mind the poa3tbility t*iat 'nguire and/or the "American Mercury" 
may have undertaken activities on behalf of Saudi Arabia whivk 
would come wtthtn the scope of the hegtstration Act . 

Upon completion of the Investigation • being conducted 
by New York and Vaohtngton Field with respeot to possible receipt 
of funds by Hagutre from the Dominican and Saudi Arabian Ambassadors, 
New York should submit a specific recommendation as to the 
desirability of interviewing LaVarre and/or other officials of the 
"American Mercury. " If New York recommejids interviewing off totals 
of oapttonerl publication other than LaVarre, it should specify ouch 
officials by name and title. 

In view of LaVarre r o statement to the effect that Maguire 
claims to have a aecret mource in the FBI, New York ta cautioned to be 
most discreet in any future contacts with Uaguire, 
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■Letter to SAC, New York 

Net "AimiCAN iSSUGWOT* MAOAJJNN 
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NDTEi 

Dept, has previously requested 3wrmtu to °°>^* i ^* t t i r % ition 
re exchange of funds between wmtntwn Artx»e*2or to * 

in view of possible violation of BA. Buleti l^l-5 8 
that NY, upon completion of logical inquiries re Pome t 
of funds, should submit reoommulaUone as to offtciala of 
Mercury " who might be Interetewid re matter , Dept, had Previously 
advised that it Itas no objection to direct interview of approprtat 
off totals of publication if deemed desirable by Bureau. 
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Mr. Tolsorv 


1 he /American mercury 

TWO PIFTY WEST PlrTY-SEVENTH STREET 
New York 


William La Vakre 

EDITOR IN CHIEF 


? Mr. P&iSoZa _ 

j Mr. Iwflon_ 

^ Mr. 'Iranm- 

w Mr. Ticctor._ 

20 March 58 Mr - C* 8 ^ 0 "- 

\ Tele. Ruoun_ 

, Mr. Llo^loInan._ > .-^/ , 


Dear Mr Hoovers t** 

' uJc 

Since my last memo I find that the contact 
and associations with Common Sense and the pub- 
lication in Newport News called The Virginian, 
have broadened to include the Trujillos on the 
Dominican Republic, through the Washington Am¬ 
bassador, Russell Maguire, leaving the country 
suddenly, may be in the Dominican Republic now. 


I I hope you will have someone go over thd 
clippings of Reviews of your good book carefully 
and see the prearranged "party line" that shows 
up in many of the seemingly independent reviews. 


Maybe we can win. 




Sincere 


«(l /Wto 



William LaVarre, 


Mr J, fidgar Hoover, 
Washington D.C. 


KlC- 83 


<■ ■ /•/;-/ il 
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UNITED STaiES GOVERNMENT 



Office Memotandum 


date.- 3/28/58 


* Mr. To Ison 


Belmont 


Parsons _ 

Rosen - 

Tamm_ 

Trotter_ 

Neaee_ 

Tele. Room 
Hollo/non _ 
Gandy _ 


SUBJECT 


William LaVarre of American Mercury magazine called from 
New York this morning. He Is coming down to Washington tonight and will 
be at the University Club. He stated he would like to see the Director some 
time tomorrow if the Director was going to be available. I told him that I 
knew the Director would not be in the city tomorrow. He therefore stated he 
would like to come In and see me tomorrow morning at 11:30 a. m. and I told 
him I would be glad to see him at that time. 


cc - Mr. Holloman 
cc - Mr. Jones 


NOT ’RECORDID 

12) |Jffk M 1888 


5 TAPR 211S58 



Office Memorandum 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


L. V. Boardman 


DATE 


Tol«on _ 

Boardman 
&%lmont C 
Mohr __ 


A. H. Belmont 


Romh J- 

t* x/E 

Clayton _ 

T«l*. Room 
Holloman _ 
CanA«-_ 


WILLIAM'Li VASRE 
EDITOR- Ilf-OH I Er 

"THE AMERICAN MERCURY" MAGAZINE 


SUBJ8CT 


Reference ia made to the memorandum from. Mr. Nease » 
to Mr. Tolson dated April 16, 1956, advising of M+e call from ' 

William. LaVarre, editor-in-chief of "The American Mercury" j 
magasine. Therein LaVarre stated that his attorney planned to _ 
expose the close contacts between Russell Maguire, owner and publisher 
of "The American Mercury" and Dictator Trujillo of the Dominican 
ReDUblic. 


It will be noted that, according to LaVarre, his attorney 
on the morning of April 17, 1956, planned to present documents 
proving the relat ion3hip to Congressman Charles 0. Porter. 


It will also be noted that LaVarre had previously advised 
the Bureau that he had Photostats of cheoks which established the 
relationship between Maguire and Trujillo. On the basts of this 
information, our New York Office was instructed by communication 
dated 4-11 to contact LaVarre and obtain copies of these checks. ' 
We are conducting an investigation of Maguire for possible violation - 
of the Foreign Agents Registration Act at the request of the Internal 
Security Division of the Department . 

g 

In view of the developments today. Mew York Office »oa Q 
telephonically instructed that if they had not already c ontacted y 
LaVarre in connection with the Bureau's tnetruoti on of 4-11 they 3 
should arrange to do so the first thing tomorrow morning . Hj, 


This is for racord purposes 


Nease 
Boardman 
Belmont 
Donahoe 
Cotter 
Brantga » 


NO'*’ 

169 m 22 1988 



Memo 4 •16-58, Belmont to 5 card mo* (WAB) 

WILLIAM LaVARRI; EDITOR-IN-CHIET - THE AMERICAN 
MERCURY" MAGAZINE 


ADDENDUM : (J• A. Siaoo) 4-17-58 

Supervisor Bill McDonnell of New York colled at 4PP r J x *~ 
mately 7:15 lost evening and advised that New York had flttomptod 
to locate LaVarre yesterday at his residence which woe olleyod 
to be the Harvard Club, but he was not then regi 
inquired if we had any knowledge here as to whether LaVarr 

at the tine of hie ooll *4 t*o 

I oheckod »ith DeLoooh uho udvt ••<! «*•* 
long H.tanco /ro. Af« ror*, but dfdn't »J.r. ». «• 

calling from. Deloach oath ho ,"* °£ 

offices of the "American Mercury ." I **15 5J. 

wised him of my conuersati on with DeLoOoh t 9 UQfie$ti g 
onico,o/iho ll "Anorican Uoraury " b. contacts th. /<r.« tti„ 

this ’.orningr in an e//ort to locate LaForre. 


cc J/r. Nease 
Mr. Board man 
Ur. Belmont 
Mr. Donahoe 
Mr. Cotter 
Mr. Branigan 
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If you are looknig into 
The aouroe of the submachine 
gune being used in the Cuban 
trouble, you may remember 
that Russell Maguire waa the 
manufacturer, and owner of 
the "Tommy Gun" and the sur¬ 
plus war supplies seem still 
available to him. At least 
$55#000 in cheoka on Rigga 
National Bank, drawn by the 
'Ambassador of the Dominican 
Republic, have been passed 
to him, prior to the last 
month. 




As soon as I see the June issue of 
The Mercury safely through the New Hampshire 
presses - pressrun scheduled for the 15 th- 
l 6 th - I am disassociating myself from the 
owner of the stock of the Mercury corpora¬ 
tion* It is my understanding that he intends 
to put the material I have held up into the 
July, August and forthcoming 1958 issues. 




My Manhattan mail address will 
be: 27 West Ijlfth Street, New York 36 

KEC-99 1 O' 


di oMsiU'UMt- 




NeaSe 
Nos as 
Cotter 

t.i 


Declassified by 60309UCTAM]J on 9/27/06 


April l6, 1958 


PERSONAL 


Tolson _ 

Nichols _ 

Boardman_ 

Belmont_ 

Mohr- 

Parsons_ 

Rosen _ 

Tamm- 

Trotter_ 

Nease- 

Tele. Room . 


Ur. rill tan LaVarre 
Editor in Ohiof 
The American Mercury 
250 WeOt 5?th Street 
New York, New York 

Dear Ur* LaVarret 


CLASS. A SXT. W v 
r fiEAS01I-^ TV ' T 
QjATB 07 1 


'APPROPRIATE AGESriflJ 
(AND FIET.D f'FFICBSf 
/—»jjy sr.Mf u>o 

T jLrC^^U 


Your letter datedMfprtl 13 , 

7ui« fc#«n received and I appreciate your writing 
to me aa you did and furniehing your future 
forwarding jutdress. • 


Sincerely yours, 

LWpuJi&m. r 

.— 

JMa Edgar Soever 
Director ^jy 


62 - 61 * 81 1 .. 'H = 

1 - 9^J4«5 Jl V < 9 

i - 100-237194 (Dominican Activities in U.S.) , y Y C\V gj 

RDCtega t- 

<m T'r ■ s 

NOTEt LaVarre advised he te leaving position as editor ^ 
of ",American Mercury" in immediate future and furnished 
future forwarding address. LaVarre pointed out that he a 
understands owner of Mercury, Bussell Maguire, intends to o 
publish certain material which LaVarre has objected to, w 
immediately following LaVarre*s departure. In this 
connection, Bufiles reflect LaVarre has volunteered 13 

considerable info during recent months to Bu officials 
regarding his disagreements wtth Maguire and particularly 
his objection to Magutre*S efforts to publish ",radical right 
wing" and anti-Semitic matertbl in Mefmlry. _taVarrs has 


| NOTE 



Let to William LaVarre 


Declassified By 60309UCTAMU on 9/27/06 

* 


mm-QQmmisiii 

also furnished info regarding money allegedly given 
to Maguire by Dominican Ambassador De Moya. Thim 
info has been of assikSsisoe in conneotion with our 
current investigation of the "American Mercury” ae 
a possible unregistered agent of Dominican officials, 
which investigation is being conducted at request of 
Department 

Stapled to Magutre*s letter is typewritten 
note suggesting that if Bureau is looking into source 
of submachine guns being used in Cuban trouble, it 
should be remembered that Maguire was manufacturer and 
owner of ”Tommy Gun" and seems to still have access 
to surplus war suppliesNote also points out that 
at least $35»000 in checks drawn on Riggs National 
Bank against account of Domintoan Ambassador have been 
furnished Maguire. Regarding latter allegation, we 
have Just instructed NY (by let 4/ll/f>8) to interview 
LaVarre in detail concerning his knowledge of 
connections between Maguire and De Moya and, therefore, 
no further action is necessary on this point . Concerning 
Cuban allegation, it is noted that LaVarre r s comment 
is extremely vague and does not furnish anu basis 
ujhatever for investigation. No further action is being 
taken in this regard.p£\ 



i - Belmont 

Assistant Attorney General l - Donahoe 
Internal Security Divide* 1 - Cotter 


April m 19$8 


Director, FBI 


"AMERICAS MERCURY" MAGAZINE 
lU&JSIRATIOif ACT 

INTERNAL SECURITY - DOMINICAN JUUVBLIC 


Reference te made to the letter addressed to 
thle Bureau by the Internal Security Divio ton dated 
January IJ, 1958, entitled "Dominican Acttvltlee in 
the United Stateerequesting that an appropriate 
tnqu.try he made to determine whether the captioned 
publication hoe Incurred an obligation to register under 
the Foreign Agenta Regtetratlon Amt of 1938, am amended • 
'This re quern t mao baaed on Information previously furnished 
to the Internal Security Division Indicating that the 
captioned publication had depootted to its banking account 
a check In the amount of apparently drawn on the 

account of Mmuol A* do Moya, Dominican Ambaooador to 
the united Statee* 


From information set out In the report of 
Special Agent Deter j. Murphy, Jr*, dated January l?, 

195&» at Washington, D, C*, entitled " Dominican Activities 
in the United States, Internal Security - Dominican Republic, 
a copy of which mao furnished to the Internal Security 
Dlvlmton, It appears that this check for $24,9$0 may have 
related to a business transaction between Do Moya and 
Russell Maguire, owner of the "American Mercury, " invoicing 
certain oil properties. However, our Inquiries in connection 
with this matter Indicated that there may have been other 
exchangee of funds from De Moua to Maguire during 195? and 
1958. In this connection, attention Is directed to the ' } I 
reports of Speoial Agent Richard B* Kellogg dated ‘ 1 

March 19, 1958, and April 4, 1958, respectively, at 
Washington, D* C*, under the caption Of this letter, copies 
of which have previously boon furnished to the Internal 
Security Division. | \/ 

NOT RECORDED " __ 

97-3486 128 .AP, 30 1953 

l )- 62-61481 (ZaVarre , 
l - IOO -237194 (Eomtn 
RDCterns 
(8) r 

NOTEs Cover memo Donahoe to Belmont, 4/28/58, prepared BDCsege 
re same subject. 


YELLOW 

DUPLICATE 

apr ? r in; 


Tolson 


Nichols 


Boardman 


itiee in the U.B.) 


Belmont 


Parsons 


Rosen 


Trotter 


Nease 


Tele. Room 
Holloman — 


mail room □ 


Gandy 


Assistant Attorney General 
Internal Security Division 


For the oddilioml Information of the Internal 
Securtzy Division, fit Mop LaVarre, editor in ohlef of 
captioned publication, volunteered the follouing information 
to this Purean on January 20, 1958: 

/ 

1 haVarre stated that ho agreed no take over the 
edltorship of the "American Mercury* on the condition that 
Maguire would allow him a free hand ao to what material 
would bo publtohod, According to LaVarre, however, inquire 
had been exerting considerable pressure on him to includs 
various items in the magsains oj which taVarrs disapproved, 
such as anttSsmdtto material. He maid that ths situation 
woo much that he intended to sever him connect tons with the 
"American Mercury" upon the expiration of hie contract in 
August, 1958* LaVarre described Maguire as a "re.fugs for 
the crackpot fringe" who has been attesting to portray 
himself as a great patriot and Christian• He said that 
inquire had taken in a considerable amount of money in 
contributions from various group*> soot* of 1 ditch had been 
donated because such groups believed Maguire and the 
"Amsrtcan Mercury" were performing a patriotic duty. On 
one occasion, according to LaVarre, the Dominican Ambassador 
to the United States sent Mogul re a certified check in the 
amount of ±'10,000 and LoBFsrre saia he had reason to believe 
that the same source contributed f5,000 on another occasion. 

It is noted that information furnished by LaVarre concerning 
this exchange of funds between Ds Moya and Maguire is set 
out in the report of Special Agent Kellogg dated March 19, 1958, 
page three, paragraph five. 

On ibroh 29, 1958 * LaVarre furnished the following 
additional information concerning this mutter• LaVarre 
said that to his personal knowledge jJUguirc had received a 
total of i50,000 from De Moya, 015,000 of which Maguire had 
channeled into the "Christian Crusade," Information regarding 
the "Jhrtstian cruea.de" to met out in the report of Special 
Agent Kellogg of March 19, 1958, LaVarre advised that he 
Has Photostats of cashier'a Shocks drawn on the Ptggs Dank 
of at# shington, D, c., as proof of this statement. He 
expressed the belief that Maguire's chief motive in his 



Assistant At tommy general 
Internal Security Dtvimion 


dmalingo with Do Moya a mo to promote the male of uarlotto 
oil etooke which Maguire control** Pol lowing receipt 
of the foregoing information, wo inotmeted our Now York 
Office to make arrangement* to interview LaYarre in order 
to obtain copiem of the JPhetootato LaYarre claimed to have 
with regard to the money reportedly given to Maguire by 
Do Moya and to obtain any other pertinent information Maguire 
might have concerning thto matter* 

On April 16, 1958* LaYarre contacted thto Bureau 
and adoioed that Maguire had abruptly Informed him that he, 
Maguire, would aemvme complete charge of the "American Mercury" 
following preparation of the June, 1958, toeuo of thto 
magaaine which woo fuel then going to promo* LaYarre maid he 
planned to take legal action mgalnot Maguire concerning poeetble 
breach of contract and pointed out that he hao retained the 
•erwtoee of Adolf Berle, Jr. t in thto regard « LaYarre eta ted 
that Berle planned to ejgpoee the cloee contacts between Maguire 
and Dominican off to tala and would proeent documente to 
Congroeeman Charlmo 0. porter (Oregon), proving a relationship 
between Maguire and Ootunrulioetmo Trujillo of the 
Dominican Republic, According to LaYarre, Berle 
will aloe undertake to oerme a eubpoena on the Mtgge 
Bank In order to dime loom aontacte and payments between Maguire 
add Trujillo, LaYarre inquired ae to whether ouch action 
would Interfere with FBI investigation of Dominican activities 
in thlo country and he woe advised that any action he or 
him attorney might dooire to take in this regard use of 
no ooneem to this Bureau and wm strictly a matter for them 
to decide • 

LaYarre warn interviewed by agents of our New York 
Office on April 17, 19$ a, mt which time he generally reiterated 
the information previously furnished by him concerning the 
connect tone between Mxgulre and Do Moya, Ok adoioed that 
he would make available JFhotomtete of the oaohler 0 e ohecko 
showing the transmittal of funds from Do Moya to Maguire on 
April Ml, 1958, together with ether pertinent material relating 
to Maguire, LaYarre was recontacted by agents of cur New York 
Office on April Ml, 1958, and advised that he had been unable 


, S' 




Assistant Attorney 0* rural 
Internal Security Division 


to locate the mot on t ate he had previously referred to. 

He explained that due to the Illness of him wife and hie 
pereonal problem with Majetrs, he had been unable to 
oonduct a full Bear ah Jor theme Photostats. Re maid he 
would continue to eearoh for theee docnmente and would 
Immediately advise our New Fork Off toe when he hoe located 
them, it hie matter mill be followed closely and the Interrial 
Security Division mill be advised of any pertinent developments. 

During the interview of KaVarre on April l/j 
he advised that in hie opinion the Govcrra&nt of the Dominican 
Republic is helping to finance the publication of "The 
Virginian" which LaVarra desert l* J vr a *radical, extreme 
right~wtng* magastne published at Newport Neve, Virginia • 

LaVarre further advised that he believes the Government of 
the Dominican Republic is financing the "constitution J=arty" 
whioh he desortbed as a *third party" formed in November, 19$?, 
of wtiloh hagutre It r national chairman. TeVarre said the 
chatma/i of the Rational Commutes of this organisation is 
Jessie S. Ritchie of Washing ion, D. C. LaVarre teas unable to 
furnish any specific detaile concerning the alleged financing 
of "ftle Vtrgtnian" or the "Constitution Jhirty" by the 
Dominican Republic, other titan to point out that the publisher 
of "The Virginian, " one Stevenson, frequently vtstts 

Dominican Ambassador Dc ISbya tn Washington, f>. 0. 

Concerning the publication "The Virginian," attention 
to directed to the various reports previously furntshed to the 
Records Administration Branch of the Department captioned 
"Vlrglnta League, Incorporated, Internal Security - X," which 
In summary, reflect that "ftia Virgin tan" ts the official 
publication of the Virginia casus, Incorporated, which ham 
been desortbed am ac, anti-Semitic yroup opposed to racial 
integration tn the public schools, billion Scott Siepfienson 
has served as president of the Virginia League, Incorporated, 
in the past. , 
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Assistant Attorney General 
Internal Security Division 


Concerning the "Ommtitution Party," attention 
to directed to oariouo report* proolonely furnished to 
the fie cord* Administration Branch of the Deportment 
captioned "Constitution Party, th S, A/ Internal Security - M. 
Our ft lee reflect that JSeete U» Mttohie ie the national 
chairman of the Conet t tut ion Jtrif at the present time • Ho 
information moe located in the jfilee of thte Bureau 
reflecting that the Cofuetltutton Party ie other than a 
legitimate political organisation • • . 

In view of the Segue nature of the allegations 
furnished by laVarro concerning Dominican support of 
"The Virginian" and the constitution Party, no active 
investigation ie being instituted at this tine concerning 
theme chargee • Bbmover, during the course of our continuing 
inquiries in the captioned matter* me mill be alert for 
any information tending to mubmtpntiato these allegations . 

If any pertinent information is received in thte regard, 
the Internal Security Division edit be promptly advised. 


Q? 


) 


4/20/53 


-AmacAN maatmr* imoazme 

FEGJBXRATiar ACT 

JS ■* DG&Ob'ICAM REPUBLIC 


moss,jcs 1 

At request of Department, we are investtgating 
"Amer ican M^aur^ for pom*tbit violation of Registration Act 


\3 


bated on indication* of exchange of fund* between Dominican 
r\ Ambassador De JJbua and Jtummtll Maguire, owner of magasine* William 
LaVarre, editor in chief of "Amrtaan Mrcury, 0 who hat oolwiteefdd 
information to dureau on several 00000 lone recently regarding _ 
Lkigutre *0 activities, mao Interviewed hyMem York Off toe t/17/53, 
LaVarre had previously claimed to kaoo JPhotootato of cashier •* 
checks shaming transmittal of funds from fie Moya to lbgutrh* LaVarr 
unable to locate Ihstomtats 4/l//$8 or 4/21/5& mhsn reconta c t e d, \K 

but he has not a ample ted eearoh art lieu York Off too to following s 

closely • During 4 / 17/58 Interview, LaVarre emreomod opinion / 

Dominican Government is ft naming "The Virginian, " published hy ^ K 
Virginia League, Iho», at MeapOvo Horn, Virginia, and "Constitution 
Party 9 of which Maguire to off t t oot e d , lie fumtohod no epee if tc ^ 

details other than to point out publisher of "The Virginian 0 frequently 
visits He lbyam Dureau prootomlu conducted Inquiries concerning 
"The Virginian" and "<2ormtit*t4*n> Port#* UJ5.A,," and results « 

previously furnished te DdpertmenDr*-' a 

Department ha* mJvwmOWwms^h furnished several reports i 

concerning our investigation of "American Mercury" showing exchange* >_ 
of funds from Do Moya to Maguire in 195/ end 195°» Some of these & 
funds apparently Involved business deals between De Moya and Maguire 0 
concerning development of oil properties/ however. It appears in J 
several Instances Maguire has been channeling funds received from 
De Jbya to various cultural and religious groups in 0 • S,, including | 
"Christian Crusade" of Tulsa, Oklahoma, and Oriel Society of $ 

Mew York City • Investigation concerning muoh transfers of funds is 
continuing • 
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Memo to Belmont from Donahoe 

Bet •American Mercury 9 Magazine 


ACTIONt 

Attached for your approval te a letter to the 
Internal Security Division Betting out the information 
furntmhed by LaVarre. The Internal Security Dtvteton im 
being advized that in view of the. vague nature of LaVarre'a 
allegationa regarding Dominican support of Tfie Virginian 0 
and the Constitution Party 9 no acttve investigation io 
being instituted at thim time concerning theme charges, but 
that during our continuing investigation in captioned matter, 
we will be alert for information tendtng to substantiate these 
allegations. 


Also attached is an afttel to Mew York, with copies 
to Washington Pie Id and Oklahoma City (which has pending 
investigation involving *Christian Crusade m J instructing that 
all inquiries concerning this matter be expedited and results 
of investigation promptly oubmtttsd in a form ouitable 
for dissemination, field is also bsfng cautioned to handle 
all inquiries in ouch a manner so that Bureau cannot be 
charged with taktng sides in personal dtsoute between Maguire 
and LaVarre . 
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Memo from Donahoe to Belmont 
Hot "Amortoon Mercury" Mxgasine 

97-3436 


JXUJl Sl 

Department hao previously requested Bureau to 
conduct investigation of captioned publication based on in¬ 
formation indicating exchange of funds between Dominican 
Ambassador De Moya and Russell Maguire, owner of the 
"American Mercuryin view of possible violation of 
Registration Act on part of Maguire and/or ",American Mercury•" 
Departmental letter 1/13/ 58 , requesting this inquiry, pointed 
out it had no objection to direct interview of appropriate 
off ictabs of publication • On metveral occasions in recent 
months, William LaVarre, edttor in chief of "American Mercury," 
has volunteered information to Bureau officials concerning 
activities of Magutre . LaVarre expressed opposition to Maguire f s 
alleged anti-Semitic and "extreme right-wing" policies and 
indicated he would sever connections with publication in 
Supwer of 19589 LdVarre also furntshed information concerning 
alleged connections between Maguire and De Moya and said he 
had knowledge of considerable mums of money having been trans¬ 
ferred to Maguire from De Moya* Mew Fork Office (NYO) was 
instructed to interview LaVarre in detatl regarding thts alleged 
transfer of funds by Bureau letter 4/11/58 • 


On 4/16/58, LaVarre contacted Bureau and advised Magutre 
had abruptly informed him that he, Maguire, would assume 
complete charge of publication following preparation of June 
issue which was then going to press* LaVarre said he planned 
legal action against Magutre re possible breach of contract 
and tndtcated he would ejgoose contacts between Magutre and 
Dominicans • Be offered to hold such action in abeyance if tt 
would interfere with FBI investigation of Dominican activities, 
however, he tax* advtsed that any action he might desire to take 
was sf no concern to Bureau* Director commented, "Be certain 
ms are not • Jockeyed 9 into taking sides here• H," (See 
memorandum from Mr* Mease to Mr* To Is on 4 / 16 / 58 )* 


LaVarre was contacted by NYO 4/17/58, at which time he 
generally reiterated information previously furnished regarding 
alleged connections between Magutre and De Moya and promteed 
to make available Photostats of cashier *s checks showing 
transmittal of fundm from De Moya to Magutre on 4/21/58* He 
was recontacted 4/21/58 but advtsed he had been unable to 
locate ffiotostats in question. He sa id 
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Memo to Belmont from Donahoe 

Bet "American Mercury* Magaxtns 

97-3486 


he had not conducted full search, however, and mould continue 
looking for theoe documents. Beta fork tictined to recontact him 
t*+m 4/25/58. During Interview 4/l?/58, ZaVarre aleo expremmed 
belief Dominican offloiale are financing publication "The Virginian" 
of Newport Bern, Virginia, and "Conetitutlon Forty." He woe 
unable to furnteh any epee if to detaile In thte regard other than 
to point out that publisher of "The Virginian" frequently visits 
De Moya in Washington, D. C. 

mjjmnotp.t 

Buftlee reflect we previously conducted investigation 
of Virginia League, Incorporated, of which "The Virginian" to 
official publication under Internal Security • X character . 

Ihle investigation, which woe closed in Z95b» Indicated that 
Virginia League, Incorporated, la antt-Semttto group opposed to 
racial integration in public schools and has supported 
White Ctttsena Council Movement in the South. Publisher of 
"The Virginian" is William Seott Stephenson • Deports showing results 
of our Inveetigatton of Virgtnta League, Incorporated, were 
furnished to Department. 

Concerning "Constitution Party," we previously conducted 
tnves ttgation of "CorSbltutton Party, U.S.A.," with which Maguire 
has been prominently associated under Internal Seourtty • M 
character. This Investigation failed to dteclose that Constitution 
Party is anything other than legitimate political group • Copies of 
reports showing results of our investigation hers furnished to 
Department . 

Department has already been furnished with several reports 
concerning our investigation of "American Mercury" showing exchanges 
of funds from De Moya to Maguire on several different occasions 
during the Summer of 1957 and early 1958. Investigation to date 
indicates that some of these funds involved business deals between 
De Moya and Maguire relating to the development of certain oil 
properties. However, it appears that tn several tnstanoee t Magutre 
has been ohanneling funds received from De Moya to various cultural 
and religious groups in V.S., including "Christian Crusade" of Tulsa, 
Oklahoma, and Oriel Society of Hew York City . Investigation concerning 
such transfers of funds is continuing ♦ 
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I 

director, FBI (97-3456) 

FROM: 

• SAC , NEW YORK (i»V-m46) 

SUBJECT: 

AMERICAN MERCURY " tus’ 

REGISTRATION ACT' • ^ 


—iwi.muUrt flUX * 

1^ - DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 


4/1 o/58, ReJBuiefc - Vn/58, arid M telephone call to >JY, 


Magazine of captioned 

b7C 
b6 


tne riagazine considers himelf C •■•^f 8K S MAGUiaE * owner of 
I.A V»J?RE termed all the 1 m2L“i\ be the banlcer for what 
In the country, and as such SJ® and craclc P ot organizations 
froa people, la VARRi? 9t-„ + p'-ives and solicits donations 

does not' uai h“ ™f£onefbut ln “s op™in? 

finance these 'crackpot o L»“L^ ^ n ‘; leae donations to help 

ti < * * • i 

‘\ — ! hi : < / /Si V -1 I . f. O* & 


8 - Bureau (97-^4861 rRu\ 

1 - Norfoik (Info) /rm) 

i - O-tlaholraa City (97-VsWftM 
d- - Washington Field (97-1021 
1 - New York (97-1446) 11 
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AlftTEL 


NY 9f-l445 


LA VARRE stated that 3 or 4 months ego he noticed 
an official Dominican Republic envelope addressed t. MAGUIRE 
and serit by mistake to the magazine instead of MAGUIRE’S 
office at £00 3th Ave,, NYC. LA VARRE opened the envelope 
and found a cashiers check from MAHUEL DE MOYA to MAGUIRE, 
for aii unrecalled amount of money. LA VARRE stated since 
then he has opened all the mail and found other cashiers 
checks from DE MOYA to MAGUIRE In both plain and official 
DR envelopes. LA VARRE Stated it was hiB opinion that 
MAGUIRE takes these checks and deposits them in one of 
his several accounts and then sends ills poreonel check to 
organizations, such as the Christian Crusade, leading 
these people to believe that the money was MAGUIRE'S. 

With regard to the Christian Crusade of 
Tulsa, Oklahoma, LA VARRE stated it is headed by Dr. 

BILLY HARGIS, a "hill billy type evangelist, and run 
by PETE WHITE, an advertising and promotional man who 
previously headed tlie promotional campaign of ORAL ROBERTS, 
a Texas faith healer and evangelist, In October or 
November, 1957» LA VARRE advised that $10,000 was passed 
from DE MOYA to MAGUIRE for the Christian Crusade 
bftdl fcg e MAGUIRE inadvertently sent the cashiers check to 
Oklahoma instead of his personal check. Dr. HARGIS was 
quite upset when he learned the donation came from the 
Dominican Government and he and MAGUIRE were not on a 
friendly basis for a short white. LA VARRE declared the 
check was not returned, however, since it had been deposited 
to either HARGIS or the Christian Crusade bank account 
in Tulsa, Oklahoma. LA VARRE was of opinion he does not 
believe that Dr. HARGIS knows now that the continued donations 
from MAGUIRE 1 b actually money from the Dominican Government 
but he stated he is positive PETE VJHITE knows. 



Viv/5 


AIKTEL 


LA VARRE stated that all the checks sent f:o • 
MAGUIRE by DE MOYA have been cashiers checks dravr.' on 
the Riggs National Bank, Washington,D.C. 

LA VARRE advised, in Ms opinion, the Dii 
Government la also financing the publishing of The 
Virginian a radical, extreme right-wing magazine In 
Newport, News, Va., published by a (FNUj STEVENSON. . , 
LA VARRE stated this magazine was previously a small 
tract poorly•printed but has now grown into a magazine. 

He 3tated STEVENSON goes to Washington, D. C. frequently 
to see DE MOYA and he believes this indicates that the 
magazine is financed by the DR* 

« * * ,*i 

LA VARRE declared that a few days ago, A. A. 
BOI&ET, 70 Pine St., NYC, former Secretary of State, 
told liim that TRUJILLO is suffering from senile 
delusions of grandeur and that is the reason for the 
DR involvement with American magazines and religious . 
groups. LA VARRE did not know where BBRLET received this 
information. • 


LA VARRE stated that some months ago, MAGUIRE 
tried to get money from Middle East representatives such 
as Turkey and Egypt but wn3 turned down. MAOUIRE was 
allegedly going to publish an article favorable to the 
Middle East and the aoney he attempted to solicit from the 
Turkish and Egyptian repreeentative* would have been used 

for the publishing of reprints of this article. 

‘ * .. * ■ 

LA VARRE also claimed that, he believes the - 
DR Government is also financing the Coijotitution Party *•., 
a third political party formed in November, 1957, and 
of which MAGUIRE is National Chairman. The Chairman of • ••' 
the National Committee is JESSIE M. RITCHIE, 1030 Vermont. 
Ave., N.W., Washington, D. C. LA VARBE was unable to • 



«?. *> *\ gt 


4A7/53 


. AIHTIJL •• 


’ •/* 
. A» 


NY ^Al44p ' • ? .’ • 

corroborate Iris statement of the BR Government financing 
this new party.- ' ■ 

/• ■ *• . • 

It will, be noted throughout the interview 
LA VARRE was vague in. many of his statements and would 
go from ore topic to another without explanation. The 
Interview was terminated due to another appointment by 
LA VARRE. He stated he would have the Photostat of ‘ 
the checks showing the pasedge of* money from DE MOYA to 
MAGUIRE available Monday, 4/21/58, and other 
material relating to MAGUIRE. He requested this interview 
be at the Harvard Club, 2/ y/. 44th St., NYC, at 10:lb am. 
NYO will -contact LA VARRE on 4/2^8, for above checks 

and any other information he :naked available. ' * •' 

• . :* * . t 

Norfolk will check Its files for information re 
The Virginian and advise the Bureau,- 

• *' s 

One copy is forwarded Oklahoma in connection 
with the current Invest-iGaticm of HARGIS. 
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4. B. Belmont 


4/30/50 


S. B- Donahue 


"AMERICAN MOtClMi* HAGAZHm 
mUlSTRATim ACT 
£> - domthicjm republic 


Tolson_ 

Nichols — 
Boardro so _ 

Belmont- 

Mohr_ 

Parsons- 

Rosen - 

Tamm_ 

Trotter - 

Nease_ 

Tele, Room . 

Rplleman:— 


&Beferenae my memorandum 4/23/50 reporting that 
Will ion La Varre r editor in Ohio/ Of oapt toned pub l teat ton, 
had offered to make available Photostats of cashier's checks 
b homing relationship between Russell Maguire* owner of the 
"American Mercury" and Dominican Ambaeeador De Ubya. We are 
conducting investigation of captioned publication at request 
of Jopartment. As pointed out in referenced memorandum$ LaVarre 
woo contacted 4 / 17 / 5 $ and again 4/21/58 but had been unable to 
locate Fhotoetats in queetton . 


By mirtel 4/25/53 Ul'O hae advieed LaVarre woe again 
contacted 4/25/58 but had still been unable to locate the 
Photostats. fit maid he mill endeavor to go through hie 
papere in the near /Uturo and mill aall the FBI if he should 
uncover the Thotoetate. Me mss unable to estimate hem long 
this might take and New fork has advieed it util not recontact 
him concerning theme Photostats unlearn advised to the contrary' 
by the Bureau- Ae a natter of tntereet LaVarre mentioned that - 
he had terminated hto employment with ",American Bsroury" ae 
of the clooe of business 4/22/53. 

Ainmu % 


Hits is for information* inasmuch ae Hsu Verb has 
contacted LaVarre on J occasions during the past 2 toe eke, 
it te not believed um should have LaVarre reoontaoted again 
especially since he ham promised to oall ue if he should 
locate the Photostats In question* New York te continuing A 
its other Inquiries concerning this matter . ./irf If 
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Mr. Tol6on 


° UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


1 / 


date: March 31, 19B8 


G. A. No: 


SUBJECT 


/) RtTimont 

/fr-jKfSAAohr _ 

r 0 r Noaoo _ 

Paroone _ 

Rosen _ 

Tamis __ 

T rotter _ 

Clayton _ 

• Tele. Room _ 

J Holloman — .. 


WILUam LaVarre of American Mercury magazine called Holloman _ 
at my office at 11:30, Saturday morning. He stated he was in town and 
wanted to touch base with us and bring us up to date on his activities and dealings 
with Russell Maguire. He went into some detail as to the past history of The 
American Mercury magazine and how he came to accept the position of managing 
editor. He also repeated some of the Information he had previously furnished 
us concerning the shenanigans of Maguire. He stated it is his intention to leave 
the magazine when his contract expires in July. 


Ia Varre stated that Maguire's interference in the operation of 
the magazine has been considerable; that he thinks Maguire has two things in 
mind basically in his dealings: first, to operate a bucket shop lor oil well 
promotional schemes inasmuch as he had been barred from three stock 
exchanges; secondly, he feels that Maguire has a Napoleonic complex and is 
operating a political racket among the radical right wing to set him up as a 
"big shot. " He reiterated previous statements that Maguire consistently tries 
to get into the magazine anti-Semitic articles and that he has noted on various 
occasions that, when he has turned down the articles, they have appeared in 
such anti-Semitic publications as "Common Sense" and "The Virginian," which 
might be described as the publications of the radical right-wing crackpots. He 
has surmised that Maguire is promoting such publications basically for the 
purpose of gaining a certain following among such people and in turn he exploits 
them by selling oil stocks. 

LaVarre stated that in the February 1, 1OTB, ldition of "Common 
Sense" there appeared an article by JDr. Fuy^ A^nSajp-^g Counsellor of the 
Arab States Delegation to the United Nations, which had appeared in The American 
Mercury magazine. He stated he did not givQjhis paperjjgjualssion to publish 
the article and he has attempted to tie them down as to where permission cams 

Enclosure * V a7 (6 
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Memorandum to Mr. Tolson 


March 31, 1958 


from and they simply advise it was In keeping with the established, well-known 
policy of The American Mercury in allowing publication of any articles appearing 
in the magazine with due credit for the same. LaVarre is convinced that 
Maguire granted this authority but he has not been able to tie him down. 

Dr. Sayegh is contemplating some action against "Common Sense" since the 
publication of his article would infer that the Arab States Delegation is anti- 
Semitic. 


Likewise, LaVarre stated that the Cable Company which is a 
magazine distributing organization controlled by people of the Jewish faith 
is going to drop the Mercury from their distribution list due to Maguire's 
anti-Semitic attitude. He stated this will badly cripple the distribution of the 
magazine. LaVarre feels that, when Maguire is advised of this and the fact 
that Dr. Sayegh is going to make an issue of his article's being released by 
Mercury for printing in "Common Sense, " the situation involving American 
Mercury might come to a head, meaning that Maguire may have to buy up 
LaVarre's contract and appoint a new editor or else withdraw from the 
magazine. 


LaVarre stated Maguire is highly interested in an outfit known 
as the Christian Crusade which operates out of Tulsa, Oklahoma, and that the 
Reverend Billy Hargis is Maguire's mouthpiece in this regard. He described 
Hargis as something of a hillbilly evangelist and stated the following is made 
up of anti-Semitics and the radical right wing. They now have quite a number 
of radio programs in the Midwest and receive considerable collections of 
money to carry on their activities. Again he feels that Maguire is interested 
in this from the standpoint of setting himself up as the champion of such groups 
and utilizing this following to exploit his oil schemes. This group is supposedly 
collecting money for the purpose of sending baloons with messages over Red 
China. LaVarre stated that in part he feels responsible for this activity since 
some time ago Maguire wanted to visit Formosa and he, LaVarre, being 
personally acquainted with Madame Chiang, had arranged for Maguire to be 
well received and entertained while in Formosa. He pointed out also that 
Maguire's activities in the Christian Crusade might be a tax dodge since it is 
a tax-exempt group and he claims Maguire has a letter from Internal Revenue 
Service to this effect. 

LaVarre stated to his personal knowledge Maguire has recatag0 
a total of $50,000 from Ambassador Moya!^ of the Dominican Republic, 
of which Maguire has channeled into the Christian Crusade. LaVarre claims 
to have Photostats of the cashier's checks drawn on the Riggs Bank here in 
Washington as proof of this statement. I asked him what Maguire's interest 
in the Dominicans is. He stated here again he felt Maguire's motives were 
ihe oarns and that probably the dominating factor in his dealings with the 

Is supposedly developing certain oil properties. Likewise, LaVarre 



Memorandum to Mr. Tolson 


March 31, 1958 


stated that the Reverend Billy Hargis had gone to the Dominican Republic 
within the last several weeks where, LaVarre understands, he had been 
favorably received and entertained. 

LaVarre left with me copies of certain correspondence he 
has had with Maguire and with Dr. Sayegh concerning the printing of material 
from the Mercury in the "Common Sense" publicatlbn. 

Although LaVarre is quite a windbag in his own right, it does 
seem that Maguire is endeavoring to enhance his position with the fringe 
element and may be operating a scheme to further his wildcat oil interests. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

It is recommended that this memorandum be reviewed by the 
Domestic Intelligence and Investigative Divisions for possible interest as it 
may be of some interest in connection with Dominican matters and also may 
be something we want to furnish to the Internal Revenue Service. 



t 



Boardman 
Belmont _ 


t • 

2 - Moaee 
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birector, FBI (97-3436) 


'AMERICAN MERCURY* MAGAZINE 

REGISTRATION ACT 

IS - DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 


ReBulet 2/4/53+ . for the Information of 
Oklahoma City, reBulet met out Information furniohed 
by William LaYarre, editor-in-chief of captioned 
publication, 1/20/58, concerning connect tone betxxen 
Ruomell Maguire, owner of the publication, and 
Dominican Ambameador De Maya* Further reference to 
made to Waohington Field letter 3/19/5& * n captioned 
matter, cop too of which mere furniohed New York and 
Oklahoma City. 

For the information of interemted officeo, 

LaYarre volunteered the follgming additional information 
during a vie it to the Bureau on 3/29/58: 

LaYarre adotmed that Maguire to keenly interemted 
in a group known ao the "Chrtetian Unmade • which operateo 
at Tulsa, Oklahoma, under the leaderohtp of Reverend 
Billy Hargto . LaYarre described Uargto ao a m hillbilly 
evangel let" whome following to made up of anti-Semitico 
and "the radical right wing, 0 According to LaYarre, the 
*Chriotian Crueade* ham a number of radio programo in 
the Midwemt and receloem considerable mime of money 
to carry on its activities which, among other things, 
constet of sending propaganda balloons into Red China• 

LaYarre said that to ht• personal knowledge, 
Maguire ham received a total of $50*000 from Ambassador 
De Moya, $15,000 of which Maguire has channeled into the 
*Christian Crusade•* Be advised that he has Photostats 
of the cashier's checks drawn on the Rtgge Bank of 
Washington, B. C., as proof of this statement• LaYarre 
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U4X3 York 

“Anertean jmreury" i&paetno 


advised that JJargtm hod recently visited the 
Dontntoan Republic uhyro he me Seeerably received 
and entertained• laYmne expressed the opinion that 
Maguire ** chief motive Jn Me deal Inge with Do Moya 
le to promote the dale of earlbue ell etooke which 
Maguire control •• He man also of the opinion that 
Maguire** connection, mlth the "JUr lotion Crusade m 
le prompted by the hope that he mill be able to develop 
a following in thte group in Witch he can promote hie 
various oil eohemee » JJmo York eheuld make arrangements 
to interview LaVarre in pie near future In order to 
obtain oeplee of the rheipotato LaVarre claim to have 
with regard to the money reportedly given to Maguire by 
Dominican Ambaeeador Do J|y m. Appropriate etc pm ehould 
be taken to insure that tnfe Interview doom not octne to 
the attention of Maguire. Any information developed 
concerning the n Christian Crusade 0 or tibargts ehould. be 
furnished no Oklahoma city In gpnneotlen with its 
current Investigation of ifargto, Oklahoma City file 


ana Maguire in view of possible violation of Registration Act 
on part of Maguire and/or "American Mercury. 0 Department hoc 
adviced that it hoe no objection to direct interview of 
appropriate offioiale of thle publication if deemed advicable 
by Bu. On 2 ocoamtone in recent monthe, LaVarre, who to 
etrongly oppoeed to Maguire's policies and who intends to resign 
his position with "American Mercury" in Summer of 1953, has 
volunteered info to Inspector In Charge Mease concerning 
Maguire's connections with Domtntcan officials and with *radical 
right wing groups m such am "Christian Crusade." Pertinent info 
from first interview woe furnished to NY & WPO in Bulet 2 / 4/58 
and this let summarizes pertinent data rec'd from LaVarre by 
Mr. Neaee on 3/29/53. Oklahoma City ham pending inveetigation 
re Hargie am possible unregistered Dominican agent. 




SAC, New York 

Net "American Meroury" Nag at in* 

97-3466 


msiJLmMmst 

During interview 3-29-58 LaVarre euggeeted 
Maguire's activities in the (/Christian Crusuads" may 
be a tax dodge einoe ft ta a tax-exempp group. Mr. Neaee 
retimed the poemtbtlity that we may want to furnish pertinent 
information to the Internal Revenue Service. In thte 
connection, it ie pointed out that our inveetigation to 
date regarding Hargis and thd "Christian Crusade" has 
failed to develop dtreat evidence of any payments or 
financial support of Sdrgte and his organisation by 
De Moya with exception of $690 payment by De Moya for 
10,000 copies of pamphlets issued by Hargis dealing 
with the Domtnioan Republic, whioh amount covered only 
cost of printing. It is, therefore, believed that, 
pending some substantial evidence of financial assistance 
to Hargif and/or the "Christian Crusade m on the part of 
De Moya (through New York's forthcoming tnterviss of 
LaVarrs or other future leads), we would be premature 
in dteeemtnating this information to the Internal Revenue 
Service. Possible Internal Revenue Service interest in 
Hargis and/or the "Chrtstian Crusade" will, however, be 
borne in model in the future. 
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, OFFICE OF OIRECTOR 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

ll:59AM April 16, 1958 

o 

MR. WILLIAM LA VARRE, 

American Mercury Magazine, 
telephoned through operator from. 

New York City for the Director. He 
was advised o! the Director’s absence Mr . Ho)loinan . 
from the city, and offered the Miss Holmes — 

i services of an assistant. Miss Gandy — 


Mr. To1son_ 
Mr. Boardman 
Mr. Belmont. 
Mr. Mohr 
Mr. Nease 
Mr. Parsons. 

Mr. Rosen_ 

Mr. Tarm_ 

Mr. Trotter. 
Mr. Jones — 
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Mr. LaVarre stated that he had already been in 
contact with Mr. Nease's office today and just wanted 
I to say hello to the niractnr. Ha then terminated the 
” call. 

Mr. Nease's office has advised that Mr. LaVarre 
spoke with Mr. DeLoach this morning. Mr. DeLoach 
is preparing a memorandum. 
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Tamm _ 
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Clayton __ 
Tele. Rooi 
Holloman 


M.'L-A, 


FROM 


subject: WILLIAM XAVARRE 
EDITOR IN CHIEF 

"THE AMERICAN MERCURY MAGAZINE" 
REQUEST TO SEE THE DIRECTOR 
MONDAY OR TUESDAY, MAY 12 OR 13, 1958 


Gandy 


SYNOPSIS 


By letter 5/7/58 LaVarre advised he planned to be in Washington, D. C. , 
May 12 and 13 en route to Texas, requested to see Director while here. Files reflect 
cordial relations with The American Mercury Magazine since LaVarre's association with 
it. Applicant investigation 1949 disclosed LaVarre a loyal American but not recommended 
for Government service due to personality traits. December, 1957, issue of The V 
American Mercury Magazine carried reprint of Director's article on communism appears 
ing originally in the "American Legion Magazine." January, 1958, issue carried article”^ 
based on Director’s address before American Legion Convention at Atlantic City, New , 
Jersey. In submitting pi'oofs of this story, November 15, 1957, LaVarre also requested^ 
Director to do an article for March, 1958, issue, which Director declined. Article 
"Should I Force My Child?" appearing in February, 1958, issue of American Mercury 
erroneously attributed to Director. LaVarre, advised of this 1/8/58, wrote two 
voluminous letters of apology and explanation. On 1/15/58 LaVarre called you to advise , 
of news item indicating Mr. L. B. Nichol6 had resigned to tell the American people about 
the treasonous falsification of our foreign affairs, did not believe this story, but wanted 
to check. When advised this was ridiculous, LaVarre stated same source indicating ' 
Mr. Nichols resigned due to personal dissatisfaction of FBI’s failure to enter into 
certain matters. LaVarre, expressing desire to see page proofs or advanced copy of 
[Director’s book, "Masters of Deceit," was placed on list to receive advanced copy • 
(autographed "With Best Wishes. "*LaVarre called at Bureau 1/20/58 and in Director’s g, 
absence spoke with you concerning difficulties with Russell Maguire, Publisher of 
American Mercury, whomf he considered anti-Semitic and influenced by wrong people? ' 9 
You noted LaVarre something of a windbag. LaVarre directed letter to Director 3/8/58 
relating details of troubles with Maguire. This letter not acknowledged in order to avoids! 
injecting Bureau or Director into feud between LaVari-e and Majguire. ^ 

RECOMMENDATION: That the Director not see Lal/mrre and ih a/ne^be refe rred to |j 
your office. ntH\ ■ I 


1 - Mr. Nease 
1 - Mr. Holloman 
1 - Tour Room 


CFM:blh ^ 

7 0 MAY 2^958 



DETAILS 


PURPOSE AND BACKGROUND: 

Captioned individual wrote to the Director May 7, 1958, and 
advised he would be in Washington, Monday and Tuesday, May 12 and May 13, 
before going to Texas and would like to see the Director while in town. This 
memorandum will set out salient information appearing in Bureau files con¬ 
cerning La Varre although it is not a complete summary memorandum. 


INFORMATION IN BUREAU FILES: 


a; A. 


V 


We have had cordial relations with The American Mercury 
magazine and witfc^CaVarre since he has been associated with it. 

LUI L- 1 >j/ h we conducted an investigation concerning LaVarre in 

connection with his application for employment with the European Recovery 
Program. Numerous prominent individuals were interviewed and all agreed 
that LaVarre was a loyal American, but most declined to recommend him for 
Government service because of his personality. He was described as a 
’’trouble maker,” ”undependable,” "financially irresponsible," and "dictatorial; 
in his demands.” He was said to be a soldier of fortune, bard to get along with 
and "a naturalborn schemer." 


As stated above, however, we have had cordial relations with 
LaVarre since he has been employed by The American Mercury magazine. 

The December, 1957, issue of The American Mercury magazine carried a 
reprint of the Director's article on communism which had earlier appeared in 
The American Legion magazine as a lead-off article. The January, 1958, 
issue of the magazine carried an article which was based on the Director's 
speech before The American Legion Convention at Atlantic City as the l ead-off 
article. LaVarre sent the proof of this article in under cover of a letter dated 
November 15, 1957, and in this letter also requested the Director to do an 
article for their March issue of The American Mercury magazine on the danger 
of criminals in labor organizations. We dediced this offer. 


The February, 1958, issue of The American Mercury magazine 
carried a short one-page article entitled "Should I Force My Child?" under the 
Director's by-line. A subtitle describtKl it as "Some Good Advice for Parents 
From the Director of the Federal Bureau of Investigation." 


In regard to this article, we wrote to LaVarre on January 8, 1958, 
and advised him that he might like to know that the Director had not written 

this statement. 


• i 


The statement was actually prepared by the Reverend Clayton L. Potter, Pastor 
of the National Christian Church of Springfield, Missouri. It first appeared in 
the National Avenue News at Springfield on March 23, 1950. Numerous publica¬ 
tions throughout the country have reprinted this statement,erroneously attributing 
it to the Director. 

Since our above letter to LaVarre, he has written two voluminous 
ones which have been most apologetic for attributing this to the Director and 
stated he found the material in Russell Maguire’s files (Maguire is Chairman 
of the Board of The American Mercury magazine). 

On January 15, 1958, LaVarre called you and said he had been 
given a little item to publish to the effect that Mr. L. B. Nichols, a career man 
in the FBI had resigned a few months ago in order to tell the American people about 
the treasonous falsification of our foreign affairs. LaVarre said he did not 
believe this but wanted to check. You told him such a statement was ridiculous. 
LaVarre also said that the same source had told him that Mr. Nichols had resigned 
because he was more or less fed up because the FBI could not go into many things 
which he thought it should go into. LaVarre stated he certainly hoped he would get 
to see the page proofs or an advanced copy of the Director’s book, and in regard to 
this, Mr. Tolson noted ”1 am writing to Ed Rigg re this." Mr. LaVarre's name 
was placed on the list to receive an advanced copy of ’’Masters of Deceit" to be 
autographed to him "with best wishes. " * 

LaVarre called at the Bureau on 1/20/58 and wanted to see the 
^Director, and in the Director's absence spoke with Mr. Nease. He went into 
considerable detail concerning his troubles with Russell Maguire, publisher of 
American Mercury. He believes Maguire is very anti-Semitic and is being 
influenced by the wrong people. You noted that LaVarre seems to be something 
of a windbag himself. 

On 3/8/58 LaVarre wrote a long letter to the Director, going into 
considerable detail concerning his troubles with Maguire. It was recommended 
and approved that his letter not be acknowledged as there is apparently a feud 
between LaVarre and Maguire and we did not want to inject the Bureau or the 
Director into it. 


♦Book not sent and LaVarre removed from list. 
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Maybe I have a thought you oan use, quietly. I have 
tested and found that our County Weekly publishers and edi¬ 
tors are the national baokbone of adamant patriotism- '.“hen 
I was planning to convert the Amerioan Mercury into a massive 

I national Journal of faotual enlightenment I wrote a letter — 
to some 2,000 publishers of County Weekly newspapers, telling 
them i/hat I was trying to do, and asking them to send mo 
their editorials each month for a section of the magazine 
I'd devote to Country Editors' Opinions. I gave each weekly 
publisher a year's subscription to the Iteroury, and the mail 
cams in from every state, as soon as county weeklies began 
reprinting Msroury articles, with increasing subscriptions 
to what I was trying to accomplish. In all those 9 months, 
before I had rcesons to quit association with the stockholder, 

I never heard of a Mercury feature being reprinted in more 
than a handful of large metropolitan newspapers, but my 
articles, obtained from 3enators and other sources, became 
widely published in key counties of all states. 

I have engaged.quietly, in subsequent tapping of 

I our small-town assets; these publishers and editors are 
substantial citizens of their oemunities where their editor¬ 
ials are read attentively, even though big city newspapers 
are read for the day's ^nev/s 1 '. In a small town a subversive 
or egg-head is spotted quickly. There's not rauoh chanoc of 

I infiltrating, ./hat tha small town editor nced3 are facts he / 
can write about. If you put 4.000 county weekly publishers Ay — 
on your factual mailing list you'll have facts preached e3Jr u 
Borons the r,s;Juoj.ic~ ~*5uictly in~county-voter homes arid forris. 
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'STREAM OF VILIFICATION’- 




FBI Man Warns Editors On 
‘Red Infiltration ’ of Papers 


VIRGINIA BEACH, Va., 
Oct. 21 (ip)—A high FBI offi¬ 
cial called on editorial writ¬ 
ers tonight to "lift their green 
eye-shades" and become more 
vigilant against Communist 
Infiltration of their profes¬ 
sion. 

' Assistant FBI director 


"Some press representa¬ 
tives, supposedly giving the 
reading public unbiased news 
accounts, and infiltrators into 
legitimate newspapers are 
spewing forth a stream of 
vilification which has the 
effect of helping to weaken 
our foundations of security," 


fully when they were caught 
offbase.” There still Is an ex¬ 
change of differences among 
newspapers, he said, "but sel¬ 
dom do we see one news¬ 
paper today excoriate an¬ 
other periodical which is not 
functioning In the best in¬ 
terest of the nation." 

■ DeLoach added: 


Carths D. DeLoach said hon¬ 
est newsmen and newswomen 
are up front in the nation’s 
struggle against Communism. 

"But a contrary record is 
still being , written by a small 
segment of so-called journal¬ 
istic enterprise,” DeLoach 
said In a speech prepared for 
a banquet of the Virginia 
Association of Press Women. 


he said. 

When these persons hear a 
voice lifted against them, the 
FBI official said, “they cry of 
persecution and abridge¬ 
ment of freedom of speech." 

DeLoach said there was a 
time when newspapers "kept 
a watchful eye on other 
newspapers and attacked 
their competition unmerci¬ 


"It ’ Is time for editorial 
writers to . . sound off loud 
and dear against the propa- 
gVandtsts who arc under¬ 
mining all thnt patriotic men 
hold dear." _ 

1 f|ANt diamond!, Mwalrr, Comoro*. 
LUHna aunt, walchtt. coins, etc. 
UP TO MOO AND OVER 

MILLS Jewelry & Loan* 
503 Franklin St. 
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'MlBB tiM&jf:-- 


Wiiu am LaVarre 


7 November 70 


Dear Mr Hoover: 

Your FBI Annual Report 1970, Just in, remind 
me that I tried never to let arty of my last issues of the 
American Mercury Magazine, of 1958-9, go to press without a 
featured article from you - and your Reports and published 
Congressional Testimony are increasingly informative and vitai 
as our Republic increasingly is threatened by oonspirators, n< 
both foreign and domestic. My thanks again. • 


y 



If all officials of the federal government 
produced such informative - and honest - Reports, and gave such 
accurate and documented Testimony before our Congress as you, 
what a wonderful Republic we would now have. I see, wherever I 
travel, a great hunger on the part of both the silent and artio- 
ulate majority of our citizens for honest Amerioan leadership, 

|adamant Amerioan credos, and alert American patriotism. You 
have been, sometimes, almost alone as a top federal official 
/telling American's faots — and giving AmerioanB opinions which 
[ prove prophesies. 

My 1969-70 correspondence with the FBI has 
been to, and through,Mr DeLoaoh - up to the day of his leaving 
Washington. Before that, when I was in War-time Washington, and 
later, it was with several of your previous Assistants, as, I hope, 
a oontinuingly alert citizen, even though generally retired from 
current responsioilltles ( and somewhat futile against enemies, 
foreign and domestic ) I want to continue my quiet, off-the-record, 
correspondence — for any use or information it may be to you and 
your competent people. I would like to address my correspondence 
either to you, now, or to anyone you suggest. In preparing my last 
book, my 1919-73 Memoirs of how we got where we will then be, and 
who did what to whom, I oame upon frequent little known infor¬ 
mation - from correspondents who have entrusted facts to me whloh 
they cannot use, or directly oommunioate, themselves. 

I have, for current instance, the "in depth" 
ohronology of the bad advice Inside the White House, since lest 
June, whioh cost President Nixon - and us - a conservative 
Republican Florida Governor, two conservative Florida Senators, 
and one useful and conservative Florida Congressman, in the 
November eleotion. I wrote Mr DeLoaoh details of the manipulations 
of this anti-Republla tactician in several 1970 letters, so he 
would be better known in Washington. I saw what was happening, 
in Florida,where a potential two-party political system had been 
oreated by? very herd working citizens - Bob Taft Republicans and . 

Hary 8y$t7( Sr ) Democrats, but I could not stop it ^ & / 7 T 7 

ffiNCI iCj ffin I last talked with you at an Jican Le&lcfiflV 17 1970 

loonveptioh in Atlantio City 11958?), and hope that another 12 
/years will not pass before I have that pleasure, and replenishing 
(of my faith in Men, again. » 1 

3lDQerely,||^||j^jJ^ rt| William LaVarre 

. v 



i . 11 Mr J. Edgar Hoover, 

'•i-fJ (A Washington D.C. 

^ | copy 


Box 1517 Tryon, North Carolina, 
20782 <3 

TOLGOisf I p hqaeJUNUSTED ( 704 ) 859-5535 
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Former Key Aide Warns 
Of Plot’s Fruition 

BY WILLARD EDWARDS 

A high government offlclnl woo 
quit his post eight years ago, 
warning or a plot to socialise 
America, charged yesterday that 
the conspiracy 
would reach 
f ru I lion with 4 -: ■■■' ' 
the election of ' 

Adlal E. Stev- f 
enson. 

The 1944 res- y> 

Ignatlon of fr" 

William La 
Vdrve, chief of 
the Amcricun 
republics d i v l- 
slon of the De- 
pa rt m e nt off 
Commerce, was! r f 
a sensation i' ■' 

which aroused!—. s. J/..*- 

Con e r e * • >■» v " rr » 

slonal investigations. 

Ln, Vane, a Virginia Democrat, 
released a blast against followers 
of Henry A. Wallace and his fol¬ 
lowers In the bureau of economic 
warfare, later to be revealed in 
Capitol Hill inquiries as a haven 
for Communists. He salfl_he had 
evidence that a secret battle was 
being waged against American 
businessmen by government em¬ 
ployes trying to substitute Soviet- 
style commerce ior the American 
free enterprise system, 

Private MuU Allegedly Rifled 

At subsequent congressional 
hearings, L& Varro made startling 
disclosures, among them the 
rifling of the contents of the pri¬ 
vate malls of American business¬ 
men to the benefit of foreign 
countries. 

In a remarkable prediction, 19 
months before World War II's 
end, with the Soviet Union a “gal 
lanl ally" enjoying the highest 
administration favors, he proph¬ 
esied that Russia would emerge 
from the conflict a' menace to 
world peace. He added that the 
United States would bankrupt it- 
self in an alliance with Great 


socialism, distinguished a:; lihsr«4-j 
ism." 

I,a Vnrre raid he could not 
reveal Ills sources of information 
because irmiiy were based <m off-> 
Ihe recmd reports from men in j 
government who ore opposed to 
subversive trends. These reports' 
point at a secret blueprint lor r> | 
super-stole in Ainerlcu, produced 
out of emergencies, lie said, which I 
calls for eventual destruction of 1 
the American citizen’s lights un¬ 
der the Constitution.” 

To those who call him an 
alarmist, La VRrrc notes his pre¬ 
dictions of eight years ago which 
have been verified in every in¬ 
stance. He said he saw at that 
lime the pattern of a “system of 
socialistic, collccllvisttc com¬ 
merce" patterned along Russian 
lines which lias since made vast 
strides. 

Constitution in Danger 

‘'This coming Wednesday, Sept. 
17, we celebrate the 165th anni- 
versa! y of the signing of the Con¬ 
stitution," lie remurked. ‘‘During 
Iho last. 20 years of iconoclastic 
Ideologies and imported radical¬ 
ism, the Constitution has been In 
more veal danger than in nil the. 
preceding years of otir nutloniil 
existence. 

“Wo have hod a virus of creep¬ 
ing socialism spreading wider and 
wider thru our republic. Prop¬ 
erly rights, chopped away from 
us by the speed-up techniques of 
our secret socialism posing as 
wartime patriots from 1940 to 
1948, have not been returned to 
us. Individually and as corpora¬ 
tions wo arc giving up more and 
more property to the Washington 
buroerney each year until every 
businessman In the weakened re¬ 
public Is facing private extinc¬ 
tion. 

"American labor without private 
property will surely follow Ameri¬ 
can industry, without property 
rights. Into a slave state. In¬ 
creased taxes and decreased value 
of an earned dollar are already 
preventing craftsmen from accum 
ulating property. The predica¬ 
ment of the American working 
man today, tho he seldom realizes 
It, is even more hazardous than 
that of his employer." 

Socialism Favors State 

Young college graduates, who 
used to seek careers in Ameilcan 
corporations with word-scattered 
offices, now want jobs with gov¬ 
ernment corporations or agencies. 
La Vnrre said. Socialism preaches, 
he noted, that the safe Jobs arc 
with tho state rather than with 
private enterprise, 

Continuation of the Truman 
policies, thru tho election of Stev¬ 
enson; I,a VorTc declarer!, will 
speed the drift Into the seizure 
of constitutional property rights 


Britain and other European conn _| 

tries, themselves on tile path, tojjhr u V 


In the ensuing eight years, La) 
Varre said in an interview, he has 
traveled widely and kept to touch 

With key mSlRl liovei jin>rfll Mia 
Industry. A man of Independent 
means, he Has devoted himself to 
nn Investigation of the socialistic 


I House. 
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November It, 1970 


mg, 

Mr. William LaVarre 
Box 1517 

Try on, North Carolina. 28782 


Dear Mr. LaVarre 


I have received yoar communication of 
November 7th and appreciate yoar interest in sending 
me the copy of the newspaper clipping. Also, your 
generous remarks regarding the reports released by 
this Bureau, particularly your comments about our 
Annual Report for Fiscal Tear 1970, are gratifying to 
me. 


It was good of you to offer to furnish infor 
□nation which you feel will be of Interest to us and you 
may furnish such data to me. 


Sincerely yours 

X Edgas Bow® 1 ' 


1 - Charlotte - Enclosures (2) 


NOTE: Mr. LaVarre is on the Special Correspondents List. He is 
a f anner Editor-in-Chief of "The American Mercury" magazine and 
our files disclose he has visited Bureau on several occasions and 
talked to various Bureau officials and has written a number of letters 
in past to Director and other Bureau officials. 
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20 Noverabar 70 


Dear Mr Hoover: 


of the 16th. 


My permanent thanks for your letter 




Mr. Tolson-?. 
Mr. Sullivan 



x.BrennanCD_ 

Mr. Callahan_ 

iflfr. Casper_ 

Mr. Conrad__ 

Mr. Felt_ 

Mr. Gale_ 

Mr. Rnsen_ 


Mr. Tavel... 

Mr. Walter s —, 
Mr. S iv.-irs . 
Tele. Roo m . 

Mi|e 

Miga Gandy_ 


I will mail you some background per¬ 
sonal knowledge about the subject of my 4th paragraph 
of 7 November. 

How I*d loved to have been even a 
little bug in your rug - listening and chuckling - 
during your press "interview* with an agent of the 
Washington Post...17 November. 

If you have a copy I oan have in my 
library - for personal use and enjoyment in the coming 
years - of the transcript of that question- and-answer 
enlightenment ( whioh seems only to have been very 
briefed in most newspapers, maybe because it was an 
"exolusive"of the Post ) I would value having it. If 
not a copy I oan keep, maybe a copy I oan borrow and 
return to you. 

Let me tell you something I personally 
I -know—about Bobby Kennedy, heretofore unpublished: I . 
had dealings with his father, Joseph, at a time when 
he had a problem with a motion picture actress over a 
gift of an emerald ring. He had reason, then,for saying 
in my presenoe that " Every man has his price.•» The 
trick is to discover the price...I am training my sons 
to find a man's price quickly — and pay it promptly!" 

You proved another of the exceptions 
in the life of old Joe Kennedy — and hi? son, Robert. 

*** l&TAJ W- £3- 

Sincerely yoors, \ == 
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1517 Tryon, North Carolina 

28782 . ^=4 «,. 


Mr J. Edgar Hoover, 
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Mr. William LaVarre 
Post Office Box 1517 
Tryon, North Carolina 28782 

Dear Mr. LaVarre: 

I am unable to comply with the request in your 
letter of November 20th since the FBI has no copy for distribution 
of the transcript of my recent interview. 

It was thoughtful of you to write and I appreciate 
your furnishing me the information which you felt would be of 
interest. 

• 

Sincerely yours, 

1 Edgar Hoover 
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NOTE: Mr. LaVarre is on the Special Correspondents List. He is 
a former Editor-in-Chief of ttThe American Mercury” magazine and 
our files disclose he has visited Bureau on several occasions and 
talked to various Bureau officials and has written a number of letters 
in past to Director and other Bureau officials. 
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30 March 71. 
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'i SHE-\'br*=. lOi_ 

: -Jr. .tg -^ -r- 

I' rfe.®=^rr- 

1 riT. ©nrf-- 

"It. Su'V-7__. 

nr. Mi_ 

C2?. <&0a_ 

; , PI?, JKsssa__ 


Dear Mr Hoover: -‘ 

Your reply to the William Sullivan item, as In-^sw* — 
quoted in Maroh 31st LIFE LINE (Vol 13 No 39) squashes that . m~' iw^-, 

verminous media lie, though I have not seen a correction so far :-i*. ■ssud-, 

in the press whioh gave it first publicity. I did not alert you ki?. Wcissra-; 

about the supposed Williamsburg, Virginia, speech beoause I knew ^-, 

you would hove plenty of other observers alert to its apparent ^ies MokaZIZ 
untruth. The enemy is certainly busy-busy -- on so many fronts. wum Comte-__| 

I need some very important current information, J 

which at this insulated distonoe from the combat I cannot have 
without help, for a most respected and important Amerioan patriot 
presently off all records. I need it by airmail or phone if I oan 

obtain it - from anyone you k now who oan ond will c onfiden tially . _ 

supply it, out of Washington or Chicago research"files. ro 

Who owns the so-called CLARET IAN PUBLICATIONS, . '4 )) , 

at 221 West Madison Street, Chioago Illinois, 60606 ? , ^ /?r 

Who is a Richard P. Frisbie , who writes for thisftw 1 ^' 
organizations '‘Pamphlet Department* ? iAU 

There has been published, and widely touted by UJU* , 

some columnists, a "new" pamphlet entitled, " PATRIOTISM TODAY 1 '. \\ \ ^ 

It has been advertised as being w the best brief exposition of . \\» A 

what 'Americanism* really is and should be, in its fullest and fV\ 
deepest dimensions"* Mi\* So, 


Through you. If I can obtain as muoh detail as 6 

exists on this organization, this pamphlet, and this writer, it I 1 

will go into the current knowldge of a citizen, alert and of great 
help to us and our Republic -- as quiokly as I oan get it and 
transmit it to him, off all records as usual. 




your good works. 




Mr J Edgar Hoover, 
Washington D.C. 


Meanwhile keep up your good spirit as well as 


Slno 


Box 1517 Tryon North Carolina 28782 

My private unlisted phone is 
(Code 704) 859-5535 collect Tryon. 
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April 6, 1071 


Mr. William LaVarre 
Sox 1517 

Tryon, North Carolina 28782 

Dear Mr. LaVarre: i. 

I received your letter of March 30th and 
thank you for your kind sentiments. 

With regard to your Inquiry, we do not 
have any information which would be of help to you. I 
am sorry we cannot be of assistance In this Instance. 

Sincerely yours, 

, W* R0O '" 5S 


NOTE: Mr. LaVarre is on the Special Correspondent's List. Richard 
P. Frisbie is not identifiable in Bufiles. No record in Bufiles concerning 
"Patriotism Today" and Claretian Publications. 
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10 April 71 


Dear Mr Hoover: 

I have your April 6th letter, for which I than, 
you. My Inquiry of March 30th has been researched in Chicago a! 
Wheaton, Illinois - and Indianapolis - and I have the follow in] 
present information: I 

The pam phle t wh 1 oh smoara. the. _F..B_.X. ( if not 
lies about your agency’s acts and statements ) and American ve 
erans, especially the American Legion, under title, T ¥oatrioti. 
today. ” . by teffig' 1 Rl o hard ^P^grlsble., published in Chioago by 
"Clnretian Publications,' Pamphlet Department”, is a product of 
St Jude Clareti&n Fathers National Shrine, " an Order of the Roman 
Catholio ChurcM which deals with missionary and educational matters 


Richard P^Frisbie is the factor, among other 
Riohard. l^*^lsbie. Bommunioations” at 6 North Miohi 
'ago, phone 332-3984. 


activities, of 
gan Avenue. Ch 


The esserise of this garish offset photo-montage 1 

of illustrations and semantics, overlaid with red, white, and blue 
decoration, is the equation of the Amerioan patriotism of the F.B.I. ,/ 
all American veterans and especially the American Legion, with the 
"notorious Blaok Dragon Sooiety of Japan...the Black Shirts in Italy i 
...the Brown Shirts in Germany.. .the Croix de Feu in France”' ( pp 7, I 
8,9,10 etc). 

Just why a Roman Catholio organization pro.duoes this 
well-touted pamphlet ( ” Two for a Dollar ’*) is as much a mystery to 
me - and others - as is the happening of many other events which we 
formerly thought ” Can’t happen here.” But as one of your acquaintam 
writes me, "there was a time when I could vouch for the Church of Romi 
but things have so changed I oan no longer do so.” I can add the many 
"changes” observed also in the Protestant Church and out of some 
Jewish Synagogs...the son of my respected friend Dan Poling of the 
Christiah Herald and dedicated pastor, is now touting male and female 
sex parties disguised as "sensitivity groups” ^sensitivity sessions’,* 
and other publio designations. - - 



This pamphlet has been advertised and touted by press 
columnist Sidney J Harris, syndicated by the Hall ( Publishers Hall) 
Syndicate, as the best brief exposition of what Americanism is " and 
should be." The insertion of "should be" alerted me. 


I see your enemies, and my enemies ( and our enemies ) 
firing now heotloly at you, as though someone pushed their button and 
they responded knee-Jerklly. 1 am waiting four one, or some, of them 
to foam at the mouth, so the aotual sickness will be nationally recog¬ 
nized. I have a wide acquaintance in our land and I know that your 
quiet fortitude will, again, be acclaimed. I do grieve at what you now 
have to put up with — while administering our most vital federal , 

1 „ Tfcw- s 

Mr J. Edgar Hoover, v\ 

Washington D.C. , IS 4 - 1 Box 15lV3yryon, N.C. 2878&T^i!e AP/tt^/19; 

.y y\\ WillianPLaVarre { / 




April 16, 1671 


BEC-IJT 3 .^ 


Mr. William LaV&rre 
Box 1517 

Tryon, North Carolina 28782 
Dear Mr. LaVarre: 

It was good of you to write on April 10th 
and comment as you did about my direction of the FBI. 

I hope my endeavors will continue to merit your support. 
Your views and the data you furnished are very much 
appreciated. 

Sincerely yours, 

Bdgar Hoover 




MAILED 24 

APR 16 1971 

NO^E: On 3-30-71 Mr. LaVarre wrote us regardingC 
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the publication "Patriotism Today." We wrote him on 4-6-71 that we 
did not have any information which would be of help to him. Mr. LaVarre 
is on the Special Co rrespondents List. It was previously indicated that 
I | is not Identifiable in Bufiles and our files contain 

no record regarding "Patriotism Today" and\6Haretian Publications. 

P 


C.ly'znj 0 , X?/ 


Tolson _ 
Sullivan . 

Mohr_ 

Bishop . 


Brennan, C.D. . 

Callahan- 

Coepcr_ 

Conrad- 

Dulboy _ 

Felt_ 

Cale__ 

Rosen- 

Tavol--- 


Walters . 
Sovors _ 
Tele. Room 
Koltnee 
Candy . 


FMG:nb, (3) 

r 


J 


urr^ 








«; 


•i| 

j **■ ii.. 1 


\ 




MAIL 


r ? : C f 





WAY 4 1971 



William LaVarre 


Miss Helen W (Sandy, 
Secretary to Mr Hoover, 
Washington D.C, 



Dear Miss Gandy: 


1 My thanks for your note of the 2.7th, 


Mr Hoover has been very kind in his corres¬ 
pondence with me - and the gift of his time - and I can con¬ 
sider it just an attention of previous efforts to retain our 


Constitutional Republic if I can mail him any minor items 
I see which he can glance at or, os I hope someday, be amused 
by. No acknowledgement of their receipt, please. 

Very now-and-then, if I have anything to 
writ6 him a letter about t I know that, even in this Bad Time, 
he will let me have future, and helpful, words from him. 



SinoereJL|r, 


^ jj Box 1517 Tryon North Carolina 28782 

p.s. Just now I ®m watching the 1933 history I REC-42 

witnessed, viz a viz the Soviet Kremlin,, . . / 

progress into repeating itself, os we & ■ & /—•- 

plan emhracements of the Peking Chinese Deadly 

Communists. I enclose copies of one of my old • —'- ' — 

briefs - on our past mistake* Mr Hoover might 
like to take one, homfe with him. '-2MAY 2S IlS/u 
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FOREIGN MINISUKS IN WASHINGTON 


PREMtHNI (HUMAN ADDRESSING CONFEHENCfc OF AMERICAN 
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Moscow's RED LETTER DAY 

IN AMERICAN HISTORY 

South of the Rio Grande, our Pan-American neighbors remember that it was on November 16,1933 
that the Colossus of the North became “El Loco Rico del Norte," and lost moral leadership of the west. 


By william la varre 


of the Kremlin’s schemes for communizing 
the American hemisphere, sat victoriously 
at the White House desk at midnight, smil¬ 
ing at the President of the United States. 

For fifteen deceitful years the corrupt 
Kremlin had tried to obtain a communist 
base, protected by diplomatic immunities, 
within the United States. Four Presidents — 
Wilson, Harding, Coolidge and Hoover — 
had refused to countenance Moscow’s pagan 
ideology or its carriers. But here, at last, 
was a President the communists could deal 
with. 

Many patriotic, well-informed Americans, 
in the old Department of State, in The 
American Legion, and in die American 
Federation of Labor, had begged Franklin 
Roosevelt not to use his new leadership of 
the United States for the aggrandizement 
of an evil, dangerous and pagan guest — but 
to send him back to Moscow, red with the 
blood of the commissar's own countrymen, 
without a handshake. 

But Franklin Roosevelt, piqued with the 
power of his new office, stimulated by his 
clique of Marxian and Fabian socialists pos- 
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T he very special agent from Moscow, 
commissar of all the Red Square’s ne¬ 
farious international machinations, chief 


THE AMERICAN LEGION OFFICIALLY OPPOSED 
THE SIGNING OF A TREATY WITH THE SOVIET. 

Speaking at the Tomb of the Unknown 
^ Soldier in Washington on November IX, 

1933, just five days before President 
W ' Roosevelt signed the treaty recognizing 

* T Soviet Russia, National Commander 
JR y Edward A. Hayes said: “He (the tin- 

V* \ ^ 7 known Soldier) would understand the 

Legion’s attitude that opposes the official 
recognition by the United States of strange 
tenets, admittedly and avowedly intended to destroy through 
violence and revolution the structure of our government and 
the family relationship that is the keystone of that structure. He 
would tell you to beware of questionable commitments that would 
tend to tie the hands of those of us who would keep our Ameri¬ 
canism; to beware of bizarre associations just because they might 
benefit someone financially..." 

THESE PRESIDENTS REFUSED TO DEAL WITH RUSSIA 



Woodrow Wilson Warren Harding Calvin Coolidge Herbert Hoover 









President Obregon of Mexico, 
eager for Soviet cold, “welcomed 1 ' the 
U.S.S.R. “into the brotherhood of friendly 
notion*,” giving the reds a beachhead. 


GREAT WAS THE FEAR OF LATIN AMERICANS, THEREFORE, WHEN THEY LEARNED THE UNITED STATES 


Maxim Litvinov’s sly 

smile was to gain, from 
Franklin Roosevelt, what IS 
years of Soviet cunning had 
failed to obtain for Stalin. 


To “prepare” U. S. citizens for his 
deal with Stalin, President Roosevelt used, 
secretly, the combined talents of Henry 
Morgcnthau, Jr., and Dean Acheron —the 
actual ghost-writers of the propaganda. 


Harry Hopkins was Roosevelt’s 
“confidential advisor” with Stalin's 
Litvinovs they held their secret con¬ 
ferences in a guarded house in Wash¬ 
ington. The U. S. press was barred. 


(Continued) 


Moscow's Red Letter Day in American History 


THE KREMLIN, FROM 1918 T01933, 


•mg as intellectuals and liberals — and by 
radicals in labor unions, universities and 
his own sycophant bureaucracy — had 
signed his name to the Kremlin’s fran¬ 
chise. Without the approval of Con¬ 
gress, he made an actual treaty with the 
Soviets, giving them the right to estab¬ 
lish a communist embassy and con¬ 
sulates in the United States, with full 
diplomatic hospitalities and immunities 
to Stalin's agents, the bloody bolsheviki 
of Asiatic Europe. 

November 16, 1933 —at midnight! 
That is a date in American history our 
children will long have tragic cause to 
remember. That was the day Soviet 
Foreign Commissar Maxim Litvinov, 
plunderer of Estonia and the Kremlin’s 
first agent for socializing England, sat 
down with Franklin Roosevelt, after 
Dean Acheson and Henry Morgenthau 
had done the spadework of propaganda, 
and made the deal that has led the 
American people, and our once vast 
resources, into a social and economic 
calamity to the very brink, now, of na¬ 
tional and international disaster. 

"In the spirit of Thomas Jefferson,” 
the President reported artfully to his 
countrymen, “Mr. Litvinov and I have 
believed that through a resumption of 
normal relations the prospects of peace 
_o.vejLalLthe_w.orld.are_greatly_strcngthr 
ened.” To give his words weight he 
quoted to his fellow Americans an old 
letter written by Thomas Jefferson to a 
Russian friend of 1809, setting forth the 
thesis—then true but in 1933 a provable 
falsehood — that Russia and the United 
States were “in character and practice 
essentially pacific, with a common in¬ 
terest in the rights of peaceful nations.” 

T hus began our era of lost integrity, 
lost statesmanship. There was no truth 
in the statement that the Washington- 
Moscow deal had been made “in the 


spirit of Thomas Jefferson.” In the 
White House, ten days before the sign¬ 
ing of the Roosevelt-Litvinov pact, 
there was abundant evidence to the con¬ 
trary, in the form of a comprehensive 
report on Soviet-promoted communist 
activities throughout the whole hemi¬ 
sphere, and documentary evidence that 
the prospects for peace "over all the 
world” would be greatly damaged, 
rather than strengthened, by giving the 
Kremlin an American base in Wash¬ 
ington. 

It was known in 1933 that Stalin and 
his Soviet regime was beginning to 
topple, and only its diplomatic recog¬ 
nition by the President of the United 
States — and a subsequent vast economic 
subsidization —would make it possible 
to continue to control the Russian 
people and expand the Soviets’ treacher¬ 
ous socialistic activities throughout 
Europe, Asia —and America. 

In the White House, some of us knew 
— at the very moment of Roosevelt’s 
deal with communism — was a highly 
detailed report and analysis of the 
Kremlin’s real objective: the sabotaging 
of the Western Hemisphere's social, 
political and economic life and the cre¬ 
ation of a Pan American Union of So¬ 
cialist States. 

--M_Litvinoy.,_ofJ c c citf ul sn ti|es._was_ 

not the first commissar of the Kremlin 
to come, with a Soviet bag of trickery, 
to America. As far back as IS years in 
the American Hemisphere history he 
professed to know so well — and in this 
instance did know in detail — the Presi¬ 
dent had a dossier of Soviet duplicity, 
not only in Europe but in America. But 
in spite of pleas, begging him to give the 
facts to his countrymen, he hid the 
truth behind a highly organized Wash¬ 
ington plethora of pro-communist prop¬ 
aganda, banquets and festivities for the 


Boris Kraevsky, Moscow’s secret "Com¬ 
missar for South America," 1919-1933, 
posed deceitfully as a Soviet purchasing 
agent, used Moscow gold to buy diplo¬ 
matic recognition for the U. S. S. R. 


THEN, BEGINNING IN MEXICO, MOS- 


Soviet’s agent in the United States. 

Here — read it now and weep — is the 
missing chapter of facts hidden from the 
public in 1933. 

In 1917 when the bolsheviki seized 
power, and more than a billion dollars’ 
worth of American property and assets 









Wherever Kraevsky’s bolshevik gold — plundered Riots and revolutions - attempts to take President Unburu of 

from Russia's homes, banks, industries and churches— over L. A. governments by bullets - broke out all long-patient Argentina seised 

failed to gain recognition for the Soviet regime he financed through Latin America. Thousands of photographs, Kraevsky t Amtorg headquar* 

communist-led riots against the ami-contniunist govern- such as this scene of a 1930 Sno Paulo revolution, tors in 1931, exposed Moscow's 

ments, such as this 1930 revolution in Rio de Janeiro. were sent with intelligence reports to Washington. plotting and won red hatred. 



The Kremlin’s ambassador to Mexico became Mos- Using Moscow-controlled labor votes, the Constantin Oumansky became Stalin’s 

-tow's sccret aecnt for organiaittg-Mcxicans into communist- — Soviet ambassador-waa nctually_to—dect'-L an— master—ambassador—and—Trojan—horse-— 

controlled labor unions; he sent labor agitators, also, to anti-U.S., pro-red Mexican Indian, Cardenas, man for the American hemisphere, 
other Latin American unions such as that shown here. (second from left) President of Mexico. operating from a secret headquarters. 


in Russia was stolen by the Kremlin, 
all the American republics, at the re¬ 
quest of President Wilson, closed the 
old Russian embassies and consulates 
and refused to recognize the regime of 
Lenin and Trotsky. 

The Argentine, however, had-a vast 


amount of war-boomed surplus wheat, 
corn, meat and hides; the Armistice had 
left them facing a national crisis. The 
first bolshevik agent to be sent from 
Moscow to tour America as a “com¬ 
mercial agent” was a communist-trained 
Japanese named Sen Katsama. He 


shrewdly saw Argentina's predicament. 

Moscow had a storehouse of gold 
from the plundered Russian industries, 
estates, homes and churches, and needed 
large amounts of food imports until its 
communist agricultural program could 
regiment Rus- (Continued on page SO) 


WAS INVITING STALIN TO OPEN AN EMBASSY IN WASHINGTON. 



Then, on November 18, 1933, President Roosevelt an¬ 
nounced, cn route through Savannah, Georgia, to Warm 
Springs, that he had signed “agreements’* with Moscow. 
The U.S.S.R., he pledged, had become an ally for peace. 


Formerly a social worker in New 
York before he wa9 “discovered” by Elea* 
nor Roosevelt, Harry Hopkins became the 
White House Svengali for all Roosevelt's 
deals with Stalin — deals which were to 
give over eleven billion dollars worth of 
U.S. ships and economic treasure to the 
Kremlin. Without such material as well as 
diplomatic support, the Soviet regime 
would have fallen as long ago as 1935* 


But —Stalin's first ambassador 
to Washington, A. A. Troynov- 
sky, brought communist agents 
rather than peace to America. He 
employed a large staff of experts 
on subversive tactics, all pro¬ 
tected by diplomatic immunity. 








qucntly 10 Brazil and Chile, but the Ar¬ 
gentines beat him to those goals by hastily 
negotiating a treaty under which each of 
the three nations pledged itself not to rec¬ 
ognize the Soviet regime, or allow a Soviet 
ambassador to enter the country, unless all 
three neighboring nations did so jointly. 

The record of Commissar Kraevsky’s at¬ 
tempts to gee a diplomatically protected 
base for the Kremlin's program in Latin 
America was available in minute chrono¬ 
logical detail to President Roosevelt in I9JI. 
flic Argentines not only continued to 
quarantine the communists, diplomatically, 
but devoted so much time and documenta¬ 
tion to a campaign against recognizing the 


Soviet regime anywhere in the Americas 
that they won the lasting hatred of all com¬ 
munists and pro-communists throughout 
the Moscow-dominated world. Kraevsky's 
purchasing and political strategies, through¬ 
out Latin America, brought him no diplo¬ 
matic success until 1924 when, in Mexico 
City, he negotiated an agreement with Gen¬ 
eral Alvaro Obregon, the Mexican Presi¬ 
dent, which was to sell Mexicans into a 
communist and turbulent era very costly 
to Mexico and the hemisphere. 

Mexico in 1924, like Argentina in 19)8, 
was in an economic depression, caused 
mainly by dishonest Mexicans in high gov¬ 
ernment positions. General Obregon needed 
money to keep his personal military clique 
loyal to him and in national power. Calvin 
Coolidge found good reasons not to sub¬ 
sidize him out of the U. S. Treasury. Fol¬ 
lowing the transfer of a large amount of 
gold and gold certificates to Obregon by 
Kraevsky, and an official loan of 525,000,000 
worth of gold to the Mexican government, 
Obregon announced that he was exchang¬ 
ing ambassadors with Moscow and wel¬ 
coming the U.S.S.R. “into the Brotherhood 
of Friendly International Nations." 

With a great fanfare of hands-ncross-the- 
sea goodwill to a "Brother Republic," So¬ 
viet Ambassador Petrovsky arrived in 
Mexico City with 50 “diplomatic" attaches 
— and with the gold that was the price of 


hospitality — and opened a lavish Soviet 
embassy. Boris Kraevsky, well praised by 
the Kremlin, returned to Buenos Aires and 
his luytizb Amtorg headquarters. 

The Soviet coup tit Mexico, Commissar 
ZinoviefT wrote Kraevsky, made Mexico 
“the brightest vista for the future, the 
greatest possibilities for international ex¬ 
pansion, and source of possible difficulties 
for the United States. Mexico is the natural 
connecting link between the communist 
movement hi North and South America. 
Latin America must now become the China 
of the Far West, and Mexico the Canton 
of Latin America.' 1 

Kraevsky, making no headway with the 
Argentines for a Smith American embassy, 
began capitalizing on the increasing trade 
jealousies of the Argentines with their 
neighbors, the Uruguayans, across the Rio 
dc la Plata. Much to the dismay of the 
Argentines, the President of Uruguay on 
August 23, 1926 announced that Monte¬ 
video was extending full diplomatic rec¬ 
ognition to Moscow and that a Soviet am¬ 
bassador was on his way to Uruguay. 

To Uruguay — quickly to become the 
Kremlin’s favorite South American nation, 
and as blatantly praised by communists and 
fellow travelers as Argentina was smeared 
— Moscow sent Soviet Ambassador Alex¬ 
ander Minkin and a group of forty-seven 
“diplomatic attaches.” Their baggage and 
freight passed into Uruguay uninspected, 
but the Argentine police had channels for 
discovering that it contained a comprehen¬ 
sive file of communist literature, booklets, 
school primers, revolutionary engravings, 
a high speed printing press, a portable en¬ 
graving plant, and twenty radio outfits — 
also portable—powered by gasoline-motored 
generators. _ _ _ 

With ^Montevideo* as" its southern and 
Mexico City as its northern base, the Krem¬ 
lin now increased its revolutionary cam¬ 
paign throughout all the Latin American 
republics, ready to pick off whichever na¬ 
tion or nations it found weakest — in spite 
of the Soviet's pledge to both the Mexicans 
and the Uruguayans not to engage in any 
activities affecting the internal affairs or 
imcr-Amcrican relations of their hosts. 
Montevideo became the Moscow of South 
America, visited by a stream of Soviet 
revolutionists; and from that picturesque 
city went out a network of secret workers, 
financed by Soviet gold, and propaganda 
in many forms, to Brazil, Argentina, Chile, 
Bolivia, Peru, Ecuador, Colombia and Ven¬ 
ezuela. 

Shrewdly foreseeing that foreigners 
would not be allowed permanently to op¬ 
erate subversive and propaganda programs 
in Latin America, the Soviet Ambassador 
in Montevideo combined with the Soviet 
Ambassador in Mexico City in organizing 
"student tours” to Russia; they selected 
and subsidized native Latin Americans — 
from all the major Latin American uni¬ 
versities and labor organizations — for edu¬ 
cation in Moscow. Between 1926 and 1930 
many thousands of young natives were 
transported to the U.S.S.R., trained as com¬ 
munist organizers and agents — and sent 
back to their native communities to be¬ 
come secret "Citizen Workers of the Com¬ 
munist International." These native com¬ 
munists could not be deponed, though at 


certain times they hastily went into exile 
in titlier t.atin American republics and. 
especially, in the United States. 

The Mexican-Soviet "Brotherhood of 
Friendly International Nations” lasted only 
six years. President Caltes, after the death 
of Obicguti, ordered the Soviet Amlm 
sador, on January 2.1. IVJO, to get out of 
Mexico - within 48 hours. Mexican police 
rounded up ir,unloads of foreign commu¬ 
nists and deported them. Soviet file* were 
seized - and we had a complete record of 
the Third Imcrnatiotvarx blueprints for the 
conquest not only of Mexico hut the en¬ 
tire hemisphere. Mexican railroad riots, uni¬ 
versity revolts, and strikes in the mines, 
utilities and industries were proved to have 
been financed uui til flic Soviet embassy. 

With only one diplomatic base in Ameri¬ 
ca, the Kremlin, in March, IVIO, began 
stepping up its campaigns in South Ameri¬ 
ca. Rims and armed revolts broke out 
simultaneously in Peru and Chile. There 
seas a wave of rioting in the universities of 
Argentina, Brazil. Ecuador, Columbia ami 
Venezuela. The Western Hemisphere's old¬ 
est university, San Marcos of Peru, older 
ilian Harvard, was closed by Ihe govern¬ 
ment; it had become a major base of so¬ 
cialistic and revolutionary plots anti propa¬ 
ganda. financed by the Soviet embassy in 
Montevideo By January. I9JI. the Argen¬ 
tine police were defending Buenos Aires 
against hordes' of suddenly anned workers 
and small farmers and the capital was only 
saved by a hastily formed “Legion for 
Emergency” of Buenos Aires citizens. They 
raided Kraevsky’s "commercial’’ headquar¬ 
ters and seized his records. Kraevsky fled 
across the river to Montevideo. Argentina's 
President Uriburu cancelled tuyuzh Am- 
torx'y Argentine charter; distributed copies - 
of Kraevsky’s files to all the other Ameri¬ 
can republics. 

Revolution almost captured Chile and 
Peru; martial law had to be established in 
many Latin American cities. Violent and 
costly riots damaged native as well os U. S. 
owned mines, utilities and industries. Hun¬ 


dreds of Soviet documents were inter¬ 
cepted or seized by anti-communist intel¬ 
ligence agents. One, dated Moscow, 
February 5, I9J2, signed by R. TomasoA, 
Moscow Secretary of die Communist In¬ 
ternal innal, is here sufficient: 

"The examination of reports from our 
commissars in Larin America during the 
last three months of 19)1 leads us to de¬ 
cide to begin a period of concentrated rev¬ 
olutionary action. The lower classes of 
Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Peru and Uruguay 
are ready to light and bring down the es¬ 
tablished governments." 

In Alnntcvidco President Terra went be¬ 
fore die Uruguayan congress, obtained spe¬ 
cial powers, seized guns ami ammunition 
imported and stored by the Soviet embassy 
preparatory to smuggling into Argentina. 
He imprisoned many communist agents. 
Claiming that Uruguay by its continued 
hospitality to the Soviet ambassador and 
liiyuzh Aunorg hud created international 
liabilities, Argentina recalled its ambas¬ 
sador from Montevideo ami dosed its ports 
to Uruguayans and their commerce, The 
Brazilian government, tracing a plot for the 
overthrow of the federal government to 
Brazilian revolutionists exiled in Uruguay 
,md organized by the Soviet embassy and 
Kraevsky s agents, sent an ultimatum to 
Montevideo ami set aside an off shore island 
as a prison barracks for its native com¬ 
munists. 

By the end of 19)2 Mexico, though with¬ 
out a Soviet embassy, had put many of the 
Third International’s programs into its 
national laws — including the Vera Cruz 
expropriation decree which seized U.S. and 
British owned property in Mexico. The 
National Revolutionary Party was declared 
a legal-Mexican political-part) - , and'its na¬ 
tive communist leaders promised Moscow 
a sweeping control over Mexico in the 
subsequent elections. The Kremlin's suc¬ 
cess, after only six years as a diplomatic 
guest of the Republic of Mexico, in infil¬ 
trating communists into labor and govern¬ 
ment offices and in building up a powerful 


clique in the Mexican legislature, gave 
Moscow a new idea —the use of ballots 
rather than bullets. The Kremlin sudden¬ 
ly changed its American program and or¬ 
dered ins agents to hold revolts in abey¬ 
ance throughout the hemisphere until it 
could he determined whether Mexico and 
the other American republics might not be 
seized by ballots. May Day, 1933, for the 
first time in five costly years was riot free 
throughout the American hemisphere. 
Stalin’s agents ill America, beginning May 
I9ih of iliat year were directed to work 
behind, and from within, specific native 
political parties, all of them financed from 
Montevideo, for the nomination and elec¬ 
tion of pro-communists for all future elec¬ 
toral offices and important government 
positions. 

In Mexico, for example, the Kremlin's 
choice of a candidate for the Mexican presi¬ 
dency was Lazaro Cardenas, "The Indian,” 
and three now powerful native communists 
pledged the Kremlin to organize his elec¬ 
tion — through the now legal National 
Revolutionary Party. 

It was at this critical moment of Ameri¬ 
can history that a South American ambas¬ 
sador to Washington was tipped off to the 
fact that President Roosevelt, in office bare¬ 
ly seven months, had sent a personal letter 
to the Kremlin inviting Stalin to send an 
emissary to Washington for confident al 
talks “to end abnormal relations beewe :n 
125,000,000 people of the United States a td 
the 160,000,000 people of Russia.” The 
South American ambassador gave his in¬ 
formation to other Latin American em¬ 
bassies in Washington and soon many of 
the governments south of the Rio Grande 
were dispatching reports to Washington, 
documenting. the^ovictjdangcrJio^mcrica,. 
its record of consistent double-dealing and 
intrigue. 

“A very great misfortune for both the 
governments and the people of Pan-Ameri- 
on," one wise Latin American statesman 
wrote, to a personal as well as official friend 
in the old State Department, “will be the 
certain and irrevocable result of a diplo¬ 
matic recognition by the great United 
States of North America, the rightful moral 
as well as economic leader of Pan-America, 
of the Soviet regime, its criminal masters 
and agents.” 

More than one hundred Latin American 
patriots rushed long letters and evidence 
to the State Department and the White 
House, urging the people of the United 
States to stand firm with them in an ada¬ 
mant bloc against the Kremlin, ics ambas¬ 
sadors and agents. But these documents of 
October, 19)3, were hastily scamped "Top 
Secret” and kept from the citizens of the 
United States, and from the U, S. Congress. 

Space, in this review of a tragic error 
in American leadership, is too limited for 
quoting details of the Washington record 
of November, 193), but researchers will 
find that the pro-communist officials of 
Washington used the identical propaganda 
for softening up U.S. citizens to the re¬ 
ception of the Kremlin's agents that had 
been used to fool the people of Mexico in 
1924, and the people of Uruguay in 1926: 
great “economic benefits" would result 
from welcoming a Soviet ambassador to 
the United States. Stalin was said to have 
promised a billion dollars in new Soviet- 
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United States trade. 

Many well-informed citizens thought 
otherwise and said so, hut their warnings 
were smothered by a wave of bureaucratic 
counter-publicity. The American L.cgion’s 
resolution opposing the recognition of the 
Kremlin was challenged by the President 
as a philosophy of “Tories" and “Doubting 
Thomases." The American Federation of 
Labor's warning that we shouldn’t, and 
couldn't, do legitimate business with a 
regime under which men, women and chil¬ 
dren were perpetual state-slaves, was buried 
under the publicity campaigns of radical 
labor leaders, pro-communist agitators, of 
already communist-infiltrated labor unions. 

One of the greatest concentrations of 
factual information, wise analyses, police 
records and military intelligence ever to 
pile up spontaneously on one subject in 
Washington, all documenting the liabilities 
of dealing with the Kremlin, had no effect 
on Franklin Roosevelt. He had appointed 
Henry Morgcnthau and Dean Acheson, 
both proteges of Felix Frankfurter, to 
“study" trade opportunities between the 
U.S.S.R. and the United States, and he 
praised their report of the benefits to conic 
to all U.S. citizens from Soviet “friendship.” 
The President though acting as his own 
Secretary of State — he had a “deep-rooted 
prejudice against the members of the 
American Foreign Service and against the 
permanent officials of the Department of 
State" —had Cordell Hull and William 
Bullitt busily at work with the communist 
agents in a building in Washington to 
which the American press could gain no 
access. 

On November 16th, ten minutes before 
midnight, while most good Americans slept, 
the_Prcsidcnt_of the-United-States raised 
the 15-ycar quarantine against the disease 
of communism, which four other Presidents 
had preserved, and signed the treaties of 
his own dictation with the Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics; agreed to accept Stalin’s 
ambassador, A. A. Troyanovsky, his atta¬ 
ches and consuls with full diplomatic im¬ 
munities, and appointed William Bullitt the 
U.S. Ambassador to Moscow. It was, in¬ 
deed, a fait accompli over which the 
Kremlin's Litvinov could smile satanically, 
as he drank his vodka toast in the White 
House. 

“A courageous leader!" Stalin was to 
acclaim Franklin Roosevelt in the celebra¬ 
ting Kremlin, while the American Presi¬ 
dent’s health was copiously drunk in 
Moscow. 

But there was no jubilation among the 
statesmen and informed citizens of Latin 
America. Many of them had seen evidence 
in Europe that Stalin and his Soviet regime 
wore already in trouble, threatened in¬ 
creasingly by two other rising tides of 
European power, nazistn and fascism. Rec¬ 
ognition by the United States, in Novem¬ 
ber 1933. was just what Stalin urgently 
needed to preserve his hold over the 
Russian people and expand his international 
prestige and power. 

The Soviet government, the White House 
puldicicy emphasized, had promised to 
refrain from engaging in any political, 
propaganda, or subversive activities. “The 
conversations which were successfully con¬ 
cluded,” President Roosevelt said, “between 
Russia and the United States were moti¬ 


vated by the desire of both countries for 
peace and for the strengthening of the 
peaceful purpose of the civilized world," 

The Kremlin, Secretary Hull promised 
the governments of the other American 
republics, at the 193 3 Pan-American Con¬ 
ference, agreed to refrain from any act 
“overt, liable in any way whatsoever to in¬ 
jure the tranquillity, prosperity, order, or 
security of the whole or any part of the 
United States ... or any agitation or prop¬ 
aganda having as an aim the violation of 
the territorial integrity of the United Stales 
... or to bring about a change in the politi¬ 
cal or social order of the United States.” 

This pledge, the U.S. Secretary of State 
promised the Latin American statesmen, 
also covered the peace and tranquillity of 
all the other American republics. 

Did President Roosevelt — in spite of 
the contrary evidence — really believe that 
Stalin, Litvinov, the Kremlin, and a Soviet 
ambassador would abide by such an - agree¬ 
ment 3 The people of the United States 
can join the statesmen of Latin America, 
now, in skeptical wonder. A promise of the 
Kremlin had never been kept on any oc¬ 
casion beneficial to others, prior to 1933. 

History, in time, may disclose what secret 
ingredients were hidden in the Litvinov- 
Roosevelt deal; they have not yet been 
divulged in any New Deal memoirs. The 
Soviet pledges were not one year old when 
Stalin’s agents, working out of the Soviet 
embassy in Washington, engineered the 
“election” and inauguration of Cardenas as 
President of Mexico, and proceeded to use 
“the Mexican Indian,” as they had planned 
in early 1931, as a legal front for commu- 
nizing the Republic of Mexico. There is 
much evidence to sustain the belief that 
the Soviet’s coup was materially aidedhy 
pro-communists in President Roosevelt's 
Washington entourage. 

The Soviet pledge of 1933 was less than 
two years old when the key communists 
of the Western Hemisphere were sum¬ 
moned to Moscow, and given the Comin¬ 
tern’s new plan for America —“a temporary 
alliance with moderates, democrats and lib¬ 
erals, in order to bare from within and be 
strong enough to control, as we did in 
Mexico, all future elections .” A copy of a 
secret report of this Moscow conference — 
the Seventh Communist International 
Congress — was obtained by a Larin Amer¬ 
ican government and rushed to Washington 
in the hope wc would cancel our hospital¬ 
ity to the Kremlin's agents. It was signed 
by Secretary CJencral Dimitrnff. 

The supposedly secret meeting of the 
communist congress had agreed on six tech¬ 
niques for its Western Hemisphere agents: 
Cl) a campaign for "greater democratic 
rights" from each American government; 
(2) rhe creation of a Pan-American bloc 
of nations “opposed to nazism and fascism 
and their ideologies"; 0) the labeling of 
"all prominent industrialists and property 
owners as ‘fascists’ or ‘fascist sympathiz¬ 
ers’ "; (4) the "uniting of all voters into 
worker, farmer and professional unions ... 
with political and economic objectives, 
which are to be obtained when the proper 
time arrives by means of general strikes"; 
(S) the organization of “political parties 
from these elements so as to obtain in com¬ 
ing elections conrrol over government de¬ 
partments and governments; the initiation 


• of a ‘People’s Front Government’ as a step 
in transition to the Soviet form of govern¬ 
ment"; (6) by a “coalition of such new 
'People's Front Governments’ against the 
United States (and all other non-commu¬ 
nist countries) to bring the entire Western 
Hemisphere under Soviet control.” 

The record shows that Cordell Hull, 
upon the receipt of this authentic docu¬ 
ment disclosing the Soviet’s continuing 
duplicity, sent a note of protest to Moscow, 
but President Roosevelt could not be 
persuaded to withdraw his diplomatic rec¬ 
ognition. He began, instead the “reorgan¬ 
ization” of the State Department in Wash¬ 
ington and the dispatching ro far, isolated 
posts of its anti-communist career officers. 

In December, 1935, however, the govern¬ 
ment of Uruguay, after conferences with 
its South American neighbors — and after 
waiting in vain for the United States to 
join its decision — summarily canceled dip¬ 
lomatic recognition and ordered the Soviet 
ambassador to leave Montevideo within 24 
hours. Uruguay charged the Soviet Ambas¬ 
sador Minkin and Boris Kracvsky with 
financing and manipulating, in spite of its 
promises, anu-govertnent communist politi¬ 
cal campaigns in Brazil, Argentina, Chile, 
Peru, Bolivia, Ecuador and Colombia, as 
well as in Uruguay and Paraguay. The 
Uruguayan police seized the luyuzh Am- 
torn Montevideo files and obtained Mos¬ 
cow's complete record of South American 
propaganda and activities, as well as dupli¬ 
cate records of Central and North Ameri¬ 
can plans —sent to Kracvsky from the 
Soviet embassy in Washington. 

Again evidence was given President 
Roosevelt of the Soviet program — dictated 
from Moscow by the same Stalin that 
Roosevelt, in 1933, thought he could do 
business with. This disclosed among other 
“things thafStalin’s agent for the stSVietiza- 
tion of Mexico, Central America and the 
Caribbean was Constantine Oumansky, who 
had accompanied Litvinov to Washington 
and partaken of White House festivities in 
1933. 

The Soviet Ambassador to Uruguay, 
Minkin, went back to Moscow. Boris 
Kracvsky stopped off in the United States, 
under a diplomatic passport arranged for 
him by the Soviet ambassador in Washing¬ 
ton. He was to mastermind the expansion 
of the Kremlin's Amtorg Trading Com¬ 
pany, headquarters in New York City—the 
agency which was to be used by Moscow 
for spying out our most valuable defense 
secrets, including the atomic bomb. 

There was no longer a Soviet ambassador 
anywhere in Latin America. But Stalin 
could still gloat; he had the diplomatic base 
he most wanted in the American hemi¬ 
sphere —Washington. And out of that So¬ 
viet embassy and its consulates a horde of 
secret agents, protected by diplomatic pass¬ 
ports, could roam and plot throughout the 
Americas, assisted, as the record shows, by 
powerful pro-communists in the Washing¬ 
ton federal government. To the list of 
Stalin's very good friends in Washington 
could now be added a former impoverished 
New York social worker, Harry Hopkins. 

Thus, quite unrealized by the good peo¬ 
ple of the United States, our great nation, 
once respected by all our neighbors of the 
Western hemisphere, lost its philosophical 
and moral leadership of Pan-America. We 


no longer stood, in Larin-Amcrican eyes, 
astride 'IH States as the great, respected 
“Colossus of the North.” Wc became, in¬ 
stead. "£/ Loco Rico del Norte — The Rich 
Fool of the North.” 

The Rooscvclt-Stalin Deal, of November, 
193), has been so costly to us, as a nation 
and as a hemisphere, that the full appraisal 
of our losses and liabilities will not be 
known for several generations. The Krem¬ 
lin's gains within the United States and 
communism's cost to us is only now, in 


1951 — after eighteen years of suffering a So¬ 
viet embassy in our Capital, and its agents 
to roam the 'States — coming to public con¬ 
sciousness. 

It has truly been a costly era of mysteri¬ 
ous - friendship for an appeasement of the 
devil, of un-American compromises with 
deceit and pagan ideologies. Some of its 
protagonists arc now dead, their graves 
monuments to our present predicament, 
but others, again mysteriously, have been 
allowed to step into their strategic places. 

A Colossus of the North no longer sits 
in the well earned place of honor at Pan 
American conferences. Wc have exchanged 
our once unchallenged prestige for a mess 
of suspicions. With one side of their mouths 
our politicos and State Department manipu¬ 
lators had preached a beautiful, new Good 
Neighbor western hemisphere policy—but 
out of the other side they welcomed Stalin's 
Asiatic and Europan agents into the neigh¬ 
borhood. Our Latin American policy since 
1933 has been in fact no honestly founded 
program of sincere hemisphere statesman¬ 
ship, but merely another case of Washing¬ 
ton double talk. The meeting of inter- 
American foreign ministers, in Washington 
during March and April, 1951, found “U.S. 
and Latin America Far Apart on Big 
Issues,” as our newspaper headlines too 
briefly recorded. The statesmen of our 
hemisphere neighbor republics listened po¬ 
litely to President Truman, now mired in 
a fiasco of Soviet international intrigue, 
read a speech bidding our neighbors gird 
against a red blow by Soviet Russia at the 
Wescern Hemisphere, listened to us telling 
them — at this late date — that “the aggres¬ 
sive expansion of Soviet power threatens 
the whole world.” 


They listened, too, to out Secretary of 
State, Dean Acheson, warn them, now in 
1951, that "this freedom of min. is faced 
with a mortal threat. The small group of 
men who rule the Soviet Union and pull 
the strings of the International Communist 
movement have a doctrine which is op¬ 
posed to freedom .. .There is no free nation 
anywhere, large or small, whose freedom 
is secure." 

The statesmen of our neighbor republics 
have very long memories, and massive 
dossiers. Acheson: their files on him go far 
back, complete with enlightening details, 
co the year 1933, the fateful year when 
they tried to warn us of the dangers ahead! 
Is it strange that the Latin-American states¬ 
men, in Washington during April 1951, 
looked realistically at the busy Soviet em¬ 
bassy’s blood-red flag, flying over Kith 
Street inst n few paces from the White 
House and the State Department, and felt 
exasperated to be told, like children with 
short memories, that the Soviet's plan was 
a “new imperialism” or that “its instruments 
are a formidable machine of war and the 
international communist movement”; ro be 
told these long evident facts by the man 
who bad worked night and day, in 1933, 
to give the Soviets their major base in 
America —who had celebrated the 15th an¬ 
niversary of the Third International and 
the fourth anniversary of Stalin’s supreme 
dictatorship of the Kremlin, in a White 
House party honoring Stalin's emissary, 
Litvinov, on November 7th, 1931? 

The protocol of diplomacy requires soft 
words, innuendo rather than excoriation. 
Consistent protagonists of a Pan-American 
Union adamantly blocking Soviet expan¬ 
sion, and cooperatively quarantining its am¬ 
bassadors, consuls and other agents from 
rhe society of honest, God worshiping 
-mankind, rite-statesmen-of-the rest of the 
hemisphere replied to our Secretary of 
State with stoical resrraint. 

“At a time when the threat of a third 
world conflict is knocking at our doors,” 
Brazil’s Foreign Minister Jao Neves de 
Fontoura suggested, the fust thing we must 
do is "to correct the mistakes of the past 
decade .. .Wc arc undoubtedly faced with 
a denial of the idea of nation, just as ca¬ 
tegoric as the denial of God. There exists 
an ostensive philosophy which, if it cainc 
to pass, would consecrate as a hero Ephi- 
altes, the Spartan traitor convicted of crime 
against his mother country, having de¬ 
livered to the Persians the very lives of 
those who stood in defense of the Pass of 
Thermopylae.” 

It was not the Washington Monument, 
or the remodeled White House, or the 
Capitol, oi the modernistic Department of 
State edifice which the Latin-American 
statesmen concentrated on photographing 
during their sightseeing tours of out na¬ 
tion's capital. It was the big Soviet embassy, 
behind its iron fence, with its big red bol¬ 
shevik flag staining the Washington sky¬ 
line. 

Inside that massive, ugly building, of 
vaults, dungeons and short-wave radio code 
instrumems, there is the complete record 
of Soviet duplicity in and cost to America. 
If a building could scream we would, be¬ 
fore it’s too late, know the whole story! 

TOE END 
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Mr. William LaVarre 
Box 1517 

Tryon, North Carolina 28782 
Dear Mr. LaVarre: 

Your letter of May 1st and its enclosures have been 
received. Mr. Hoover asked me to convey his thanks for your 
thoughtfulness and Interest in furnishing this data. 

Sincerely yours, 


:^USIHEDB t V^ 

[may 7’-1971 l 


l<l Udy.'-y y 

Helen W. Gandy 
Secretary 
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Toleon- 

Sullivan - 

Mohr- 

Bishop - 

u Brennan, C.D- 

‘Callahan- 

Casper -- 

Conrad-- 

«l Dalbey - 

1 Pelt- 

* Gale_ 

Rosen _ 

1 Tavel- 

. Wul tern_ 

Soyare- 

Tele. Room 


Mr. LaVarre is on the Special Correspondents List. We have 
had considerable correspondence with him acknowledging material he 
has sent which he felt would be of interest to the Director. His current 
enclosures are three copies of ajxflrticle he prepared which appeared in the 
August, 1851, edition of "Thpi^fmerican Legion" magazine. The FBI or 
Director was not noted merfuohed in this article. It is felt this type 
reply is appropriate in this instance in view of the nature of his correspondence 
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CHATEAU RUDZU 
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Mr. Tolson_ 
Efir. Sollivai 


Hvfr.hroffnnnCD— 

Mr. Cslla'nan- 

POST OFFICE BOX Mr Caspor _ 

19 17 Ml'. Conrad.._ 

Mr. Pi'Vy- 

Mr. Pelt_ 

Mr. Gsij_ 

1 March 1971; Mr - Ros?Bl - 

Mr. Tnvsl- 

Mr. Writers_ 

Mr. E >yr.ro_ 

I Tele. Kooas_ a 

Mias Holr^ea-j^Jo 
I Mias Gc.e .ipJ&fiA 


Dear Mr Hoover: 


I feel futile. 


"It Can’t Happen Here I" 


Many of us SEE it happening here, and 


Can I do anything to help...you? 


Mr J. Edgar Hoover, 
Washington D.C. 


Ij/iljydjJwtA'i 

William LaVarre 
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Sounds 111 

interview 


By CLARK MOLLENIIOFF 
WASHINGTON, D. C. — There is grave 
• concern ^tjhe. While House over' some of the 
-more recent controversies’ involving FBI Chief 
J. Edgar Hoover, and an effort will be made 
to replace him prior to next year's election 
campaign. 

1 From the time Pres¬ 
ident Richard Nixon 
took office, a laTge 
number of White. House 
’liberal.^ have'complain- 




*ed'privately about the rb.) 
need for replacing the : 

1 aging director of the /:r 
Federal Bureau of In¬ 
vestigation. 

Initially, that agita- 
' tion was useless because 
■PresidentNixon, a long¬ 
time Hoover admirer, 

didn't want to alienate _ _ __ _ _ ijuu(b „ „„„__ 

the overwhelming number of voters who would jeast satisfaction to Hoover’s critics. ment” in criticizing the FBI and not reporthl 

have found such a move symbolic of a yield- Perhaps the strongest thing going for Hoo-' siumberg’s criticism. Initially, Shaw was sU 
ing to libera] pressures. ver a t the present time is the identity of his pgrfed without pay far 30 days, put on prob 

But, in recent weeks, several new contro- major critics—Senators Edward M. Kennedy an< j transferred to Butte, Mont., which 
versies have changed the minds of some of and George McGovern. The White House knows considered a purgatory for agents who hat 
Hoover’s most ardent defenders in the White both would probably be more critical of any. incurred hoover’s displeasure. 1 

House. Some moderates and conservatives are new FBI director and are now somewhat Te- ; Rather than be transferred, Shaw r 
now expressing the view that the 76-year-old strained because Hoover is such a legend in signed and Hoover has continued to carry 
Hoover must be replaced before the 1972 cam- law enforcement. “with prejudice” ranking on tire resignatio 

paign gets underway. Also. Nixon doesn't want to be in a position This has "effectively nullified Shaw’s chanci 

It is argued that Hoover’s record could be of. appearing to bow to criticism from two f or other employment in the law cnforcemej 
earn aged seriously by any further incidents Democrats who are likely to be vying for the field. 

indicating Hoover has become more arbitrary chance to oppose him for the presidency in Kennedy and McGovern have indicaU 
in his decisions, or less capable of controlling 1972. they may hold a public hearing on the Sha 

the actions of his top aides. However. Die Presid ent is concerned not resignation before the Senate judiciary £ul 

’ The comments by Hoover on the Berrigan only about Ihe'cmnmeiitsTiy Hoover on outside committee on administration practices, headc 
case represented a problem for Preside^ Nix- investigations but also with the handling of by Kennedy. 

i ) ^ Radi cal 1 'L iberal' 1 theme 
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like q White House private 
evi HOT FCR ATTRIBUTION. 

Who,of V/hita House 


Watch On Washington j -i 


tlso for Attorney General John N. Mit- 
y his handling of tins matter, Mitchell 
definite impression that he hopes there 
10 repetition. 

/er created a furor last November 
disclosed what he said was a plot to 
Nixon’s chief foreign policy advisor, 
issinger. 

charges, made in testimony by Hoover 
Senate appropriations subcommittee, 
aile a grand jury was still investigat- 
lleged incident. 

p and Daniel Berrigan, two Roman 
priests, and four others weren’t ar- 
on the formal kidnap charges until 
itir montlis' after Hoover’s testimony. 
White House has concluded that, for 


some internal personnel problems in the FBI Such a hearing, at which Shaw would test- 
itself. ify, would open Hoover to another round of 

The forced resignation “with prejudice" of Senate criticism. Nixonjcars. The FBI’s argu- 
Special Agent John M. Shaw Sr., has been rac nt that a strict type'oTdiscipline is needed 
viewed by Kennedy and McGovern as addi- isn’t likely to generate as much news coverage 
tional evidence of Hoover’s increasingly "ar- as are Shaw's statements, 
bilrary actions” within the FBI. This is especially true since Shaw never 

Stow, 37, of Hillsdale, N.J., a former actually mailed the letter to Blumberg. Shaw 
Marine captain, had an unblemished record had turned a draft of his letter over to the 
of seven years with the FBI when he was typing pool at the New York FB-I office for 
forced to resign last September. The cause of final typing. 

the forced resignation apparently was a letter After Shaw's superiors heard of the letter, 

written by Shaw to his college instructor. Prof, the FBI office was turned upside down in a 

Abraham S. Blumberg of the John Jay College search for the carbons of the letter. Actually, 

of Criminal Justice in New York. Shaw’s case hinges on material found in only 

In the letter, which was seeking advice eight of the 15 pages in the letter. The agents 
from Blumberg on a possible thesis for Shaw's couldn’t find the other seven carbons in the 
work toward a master's decree, the FBI agent wastebasket search, 
was critical on some points of Hoover and the Adding both to the outside criticism con- 
FBI. cernhtg “arbitrary action” by Hoover and to an 

However, in the letter, Shaw also defended internal uneasiness at the agency is the re¬ 
ins agency and Hoover against classroom moval of an assistant director of the FBI from 
criticism by Blumberg. the list of those officials permitted to make 

Hoover accused Shaw of “atrocious judg- outside speeches, 
ment” in criticizing the FBI and not reporting Although the action is deemed "temporary, 
Blunrbarg’s criticism. Initially, Shaw was sus- there is concern about the efforts to curb com- 
pended without pay for 30 days, put on probar meats by a man who has given much devotion 
lion and transferred to Butte, Mont., wliich is and judgment to law enforcement over a long 
considered a purgatory for agents who have period of time. 

incurred Hoover’s displeasure. *■ These problems within the FBI have con- 

Rather than be transferred, Shaw re- - _ym.ed Nixon and Attorney General Mitchell 
signed and Hoover has continued to carry a Hut, over a period of the next year, Hoover 
"with prejudice" ranking on the resignation, must be persuaded to leave. 

This has effectively nullified Shaw's chances The independence Hoover has exhibited 
for other employment in tlie law enforcement over tho years has been his strength and Die 
field. strength of the FBI. But, there are circum- 

Kcr.nedy and McGovern have indicated! stances Under which tho i ndependence also has , 
they may hold a public bearing on the Shaw been a weakne ss. ' ' 

resignation before the Senate judiciary sub- Richard Nixon doesn’t want to take the 
committee on administration practices, headed chance that evidence of this weakness will 
by Kennedy. stow up in his 1972 campaign. 
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the long-time value of the Hoover 
way must be found to force the issue 
isignation. The Presiden t has said this 


arranged so"as io accord Hoover full 
or his contribution and to give the 
isfaction to Hoover’s critics, 
aps the strongest thing going for Hoo- 
te present time Is the identity of his 
ritics—Senators Edward M. Kennedy 
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March 5, 1971 

IV^REC-49':) J- ' 6S % l -■ f j 


Mr. William LaVarre 
Box 1517 

Tryon, North Carolina 26782 
Dear Mr. LaVarre: 

Thank you for your letter of March 1st, with 
enclosure. Your support of my work is most encouraging and 
means a great deal to me, as does your Interest in defending 
the FBI against the unwarranted attacks recently leveled 
against it. 1 feel our record of accomplishments and the 
manner in which we have performed our duties over the years 
will withstand these attacks. 

Sincerely yours, 

: ’ * ", lyrigjbR Jiocvu 


To loon _ 

Sullivan_ 

Mohr_ 

^ Bishop_ 

Brennan, C.D 

Callahan_ 

Caaper_ 

Conrad_ 

Dolbcy _ 

Felt_ 

Cl ale_ 

Rosen_ 

Tavol _ 

Walters_ 

Soyors _ 

Trie. Room _J 
Holman jj 
Candy _ 


NOTE: Mr. LaVarre is on the Special Correspondents List. 


JBT:jfh (3) 




T 6 




1 


MAIL ROOM l I TELETYPE UNIT I-1 


r .• / ^ 




William'LaVarre 


MrfBronnanCD. 

Mr. Callahan_ 

Mr. Casper_ 

Mr. Conrad- 

Mr. Pr '.sy- 

Mr. Felt_ 

Mr. Gale_ 


Mr. Ros»n 


Mr. Tavel .. 
Mr. Walten 
Mr. Soyars 


Dear Mias Gandy: 

The looal printer failed to copy page 50 
of the Amerioan legion article I sent you for Mr Hoover*a 
interest, so - belatedly - I am enolosing 2 ooples of the 
missing text. Please Insert It after the 3rd page of the 
1951 article* I see our 1933 history repeating Itself, 
as I'm sure Mr Hoover and you good people do. Entry Into 
the U.N* lnthls lnstanoe gives the Peking Communist diplo¬ 
matic entry Into New York - and freedom from searches etc* 
Tell Mr Hoover I think we can have some effective work done 


Mias Holme* 
Mias Gandy _ 


In the Legion, If it seems useful - at some proper moment 


Box 1517 Tryon K C 86782 


Miss Helen W Grady 
Washington D.G* 


My notes say that Lenin wrote ( 1920 ) that "The way 
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Moscow’s Red Letter Day In American History 

ICtfttttmMMl from hmr* ill 


sian farms into a slave-trade monopoly of 
the Soviet state. Sen Katsama saw, and 
reported to Moscow, that Argentina with 
its urgent need for trade and with its large¬ 
ly European immigrant racial stock was the 
most likely nation in which to establish a 
Western Hemisphere communist base. 
Woodrow Wilson, in Washington, was a 
man with whom the Kremlin could make 
no deal. 

Explaining its predicament to the United 
States and other Pan-American govern¬ 
ments, Argentina welcomed the opportun¬ 
ity to load its food surpluses for spot gold 
into Soviet-bound ships. They also per¬ 
mitted Moscow to send a "purchasing 
agency" to Buenos Aires. 

The communist who followed Sen Kat¬ 
sama from Moscow to America, with 
Soviet gold, was named Boris Kracvsky. 
He arrived in Buenos Aires with a large 
entourage of "purchasing" assistants for his 
luyuzb Anttorg office. He placed big, 
profitable orders for Argentine resources, 
paid for them in gold, and worked con¬ 
stantly to persuade the Argentine govern¬ 
ment to recognize the Soviets, officially, 
and open Argentine’s quarantine to a Soviet 
ambassador. 

To the few North Americans who 
studied him in Argentina, Boris Kraevsky 
was a very smooth operator, immaculate in 
the garb of Bond Street, rather than that 

50 • 



of Moscow, and speaking a scholar’s Span¬ 
ish and Portuguese. The sole financial agent 
of the rich-by-plunder Moscow regime, he 
was able to weigh his suave arguments for 
diplomatic recognition and immunities with 
promises to increase, or sly threats to de¬ 
crease, his purchases. But it was known 
to the Argentine police that his orders, 
early in 1919, were to force, in one final 
and "victorious conference,” the Argentine 
recognition of the U.S.S.R., “»'» order that 
we may proceed to operate, send men and 
paraphernalia back and forth, under diplo¬ 
matic immunities." 

The Argentine police also discovered 
the fact that Kraevsky's real title in the 
Kremlin was not merely that of Managing 
Director of luyuzb Amtorg , Argentina, but 
“Soviet Commissar for South America.” A 
secret plan for creating revolutions in South 
America was obtained by a wealthy and 
influential Argentine in Paris. Dated in 
Petrograd, March 5, 1919, and signed by 
Zinovieff, Lenin’s international schemer, 
this document showed that the Kremlin’s 
real purpose, behind Kraevsky’s polite ne¬ 
gotiations and promises of friendship, was 
to organize all the scattered revolutionary 
groups in South America — and each coun¬ 
try had its own native revolutionists — into 
a Moscow-controlled union of communist 
but native political parties; that these 
American revolutionists were then to be 


joined to the socialists, radicals and anar¬ 
chists of England, France, Italy, Germany, 
Spain and other communist-infiltrated areas 
of the world, to form a world-wide Cont- 
muitist International which would destroy 
other forms of government and other eco¬ 
nomic systems. 

Moscow's projected steps in changing 
Argentina and other American republics 
into communist states were detailed in a 
document of more than 100 pages, but 
these are the highlights: 

“Wc confiscate and nationalize all fac¬ 
tories, industries, private transportation and 
communication systems, hanks, land estates 
both private and those belonging to the 
church ... all buildings, machinery, prop¬ 
erty, agriculture, dairy, livestock, and turn 
them over to the state. . . . Wc abolish all 
inheritances. ... All industries will be un¬ 
der the management of organized workers, 
and taken from the capitalists. . . . We es¬ 
tablish, by revolution, a Dictatorship of 
Workers into a World Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics, with a Capital in Mos¬ 
cow.” 

The Argcncinc government notified 
Kracvsky chat diplomatic recognition of 
the Soviet regime would never be granted 
and that he and his luyuzb Amtorg organi¬ 
zation in Buenos Aires would be deported 
if found engaging in any non-commercial 
activities. Kraevsky began traveling fre- 
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Moscow’s Red Letter Day In American History 

(Continued from po|« it) 


sian farms into a slave-trade monopoly of 
the Soviet state. Sen Katsama saw, and 
reported to .Moscow, that Argentina with 
its urgent need for trade and with its large¬ 
ly European immigrant racial stock was the 
most likely nation in which to establish a 
Western Hemisphere communist base. 
Woodrow Wilson, in Washington, was a 
man with whom the Kremlin could make 
no deal. 

Explaining its predicament to the United 
States and other Pan-American govern¬ 
ments, Argentina welcomed the opportun¬ 
ity to load its food surpluses for spot gold 
into Soviet-bound ships. They also per¬ 
mitted Moscow to send a “purchasing 
agency” to Buenos Aires. 

The communist who followed Sen Kat¬ 
sama from Moscow to America, with 
Soviet gold, was named Boris Kracvsky. 
He arrived in Buenos Aires with a large 
entourage of “purchasing” assistants for his 
luyuzh Amtorg office. He placed big, 
profitable orders for Argentine resources, 
paid for them in gold, and worked con¬ 
stantly to persuade the Argentine govern¬ 
ment to recognize the Soviets, officially, 
and open Argentine’s quarantine to a Soviet 
ambassador. 

To the few North Americans who 
studied him in Argentina, Boris Kracvsky 
was a very smooth operator, immaculate in 
the garb of Bond Street, rather than that 

50 ’ 



of Moscow, and speaking a scholar’s Span¬ 
ish and Portuguese. The sole financial agent 
of the rich-by-plunder Moscow regime, he 
was able to weigh his suave arguments for 
diplomatic recognition and immunities with 
promises to increase, or sly threats to de¬ 
crease, his purchases. But it was known 
to the Argentine police that his orders, 
early in 1919, were to force, in one final 
and “victorious conference,” the Argentine 
recognition of the U.S.S.R., “in order that 
vie may proceed to operate, send men and 
paraphernalia hack and forth, under diplo¬ 
matic immunities.” 

The Argentine police also discovered 
the fact that Kraevsky’s real title in the 
Kremlin was not merely that of Managing 
Director of luyuzh Amtorg, Argentina, but 
“Soviet Commissar for South America.” A 
secret plan for creating revolutions in South 
America was obcained by a wealthy and 
influential Argentine in Paris. Dated in 
Petrograd, March 5, 1919, and signed by 
Zinovieff, Lenin’s international schemer, 
this document showed that the Kremlin’s 
real purpose, behind Kraevsky’s polite ne¬ 
gotiations and promises of friendship, was 
to organize all the scattered revolutionary 
groups in South America — and each coun¬ 
try had its own native revolutionists — into 
a Moscow-controlled union of communist 
but native political parties; that these 
American revolutionists were then to be 


ioined to the socialists, radicals and anar¬ 
chists of England, France, Italy. Germany, 
Spain and other communist-infiltrated areas 
of the world, to form a world-wide Com¬ 
munist International which would destroy 
other forms of government and other eco¬ 
nomic systems. 

Moscow's projected steps in changing 
Argentina and other American republics 
into communist states were detailed in a 
document of more than 100 pages, but 
these are the highlights: 

“We confiscate and nationalize all fac¬ 
tories, industries, private transportation and 
communication systems, banks, land estates 
both private and those belonging to the 
church ... all buildings, machinery, prop¬ 
erty, agriculture, dairy, livestock, and turn 
them over to the state, . . . Wc abolish all 
inheritances. ... All industries will be un¬ 
der the management of organized workers, 
and taken from the capitalists. , . . We es¬ 
tablish, by revolution, a Dictatorship of 
Workers into a World Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics, with a Capital in Mos¬ 
cow.” 

The Argentine government notified 
Kraevsky tliar diplomatic recognition of 
the Soviet regime would never be granted 
and that he and his luyuzh Amtorg organi¬ 
zation in Buenos Aires would be deported 
if found engaging in any non-commercial 
activities. Kraevsky began traveling fre- 
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Sen. Mansfield 
r=F=-. -Jlad Defended FBI 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON - Senate 
Majority Leader Mike Mans¬ 
field voiced grave concern Sat¬ 
urday over disclosure that fed¬ 
eral investigators recorded a 
congressman's conversations, 
and he called for a congres¬ 
sional investigation of the 
FBI's surveillance activities. 

The Montana Democrat, who 
two days earlier defended the 
FBI and said there was ho 
need for an investigation of it, 
[ said he was unaware at the 
time of the FBI's role in an 


investigation of Rep. Jojin 
Dowdy, D-Tex. 

Documents released by - a 
federal judge in Baltimore 
Friday show the telephone 
conversations between Dowdy 
and ait FBI Informant, and a 
talk they had in Dowdy's Cap¬ 
itol Hill office, were recorded 
and tnrncd over to the FBI. 

Dowdy has been indicted by 
a federal grand jury on 
charges of perjury and accept¬ 
ing a 525,000 bribe from Wash¬ 
ington area home remodelers. 
He is now awaiting" tfihl. a 
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FBI/ ActicDH Up To iCongres 


TheHonegialiiUl of the im ¬ 
age o( J. Edgav llo oycr is 
really ouite impressive . It 
compensates one lor having 
been born too late to see the 
Titanic sink. 

There is a lot to laugh at in 
this situation. Bullet-proof cars 
stand ready in Washington, 
New York, Los Angeles 
and Miami to whisk the FBI 
director around in safety. JM. 
the agency was not able to 

f protect its own rec ords from’ 
theft in Media. Pa. 

A Washington columnist was 
able recently to collect and 
publish the contents of Hoo¬ 
ver’s trash can — rich dinner 
menus aiid cmnlv Celnsil 
wrappers . Some agents are 
"making public criticisms of 
(he FBI from within, and Con¬ 
gress, for the first time, is 
battling over Hoover tn public. 

But there are Issues in¬ 
volved here that are much 
more important than either 
tin's agency or man. 

Police power is about as 
tough a political issue ns you 
can raise. Government has the 
right to use force to protect < 
society from the unreasonable 
exercises of personal liberty. 
Unfortunately, history suggests - 
that an attack on the govern¬ 
ment's police powers usually 
leads to more repressive laws. 

It is entirely too easy to 
abuse Hoover or the Attorney 
General for the government’s 
pervasive information gather¬ 
ing activities, for instance. But 
every citizen is involved in 
this business, too. 

AMONG THE DOCUMENTS 
stolen from the FBI office in 
Media we find, mention of a 
lay brother in a Catholic mon¬ 
astery who informed the FBI 
that a priest of the monastery, 
who is a sympathizer of (bo 
11 


r /y- d.j.r. 

r CX-Tj Br “ckn«T 
_ Los 
Angeles 


UNFORTUNATELY, all 
these types of informants can 
be developed. There is a sus¬ 
picious nosiness in the Ameri¬ 
can character that can be too 
easily exploited. 

Everybody assumes a moral 
claim over everybody else’s 
reputation without sufficiently 
reflecting that individual liber¬ 
ties ultimately rest, as the le¬ 
gal scholar and educator Ed¬ 
ward Levi puts It, on "the civ¬ 
ilities of a reasonably united 
community." 

Reasonably united? Rep. 
Hale Boggs, (D-La.) accuses . 
the FBI of tapping ' his tele- § 
phone. a 


Well, congressmen some¬ 
times commit crimes and 
must be prosecuted, which 
- means they come under the 
eye of the Justice Department. 
But the importance of Boggs' 
outburst is that it epitomizes 
, the very real .fear , the sense 
of ir.tijjjulation you find now 
__ among governmental officials 
” not only m Washington, but 
out "in the states, counties and 
cities. 

LAST WEEK THE Supreme 
Court, approved tire use of. ev¬ 
idence gathered by govern* 
. menl agents carrying secret 
recording devices. In his dis¬ 
sent Justice John M. Harlan 
said the suspicion arising from 
such a practice could "smoth¬ 
er that spontaneity *, .. that 
liberates daily life.” 

He Is right. Just be careful 
about what you say to your 
bartender, barber, janitor, 
back, newsboy or fellow stu¬ 
dent or brother monk. Wired 
or unwired, you may be whis¬ 
pering into a rat’s ear. 

You would not look for spon¬ 
taneity lu the FBI. As Jis 

. agents dissent tu _public, we 

j 'arc seeing it as an nrgani.za- 
I lion endangered hv .Us.-nulcnt- 


com pclit ion. envy, gossip,„sps- 
pi cion . eve n pcrso naT* malcvo l- 
enee. Look at it, and you are 
fools in g Into ,a mirror; the 
agency Is quite a lot like (he 
rest of us. 

There is a temptation among 
many to try to write strict 
laws controlling this agency 
and tlie rest of the govern¬ 
ment's policing and informa, 
tion-gathering apparatus. 
There is room for some specii- 
ic, legislated restraint. But, if 
the effort to discipline police 
powers becomes a public polit¬ 
ical campaign, It is almost 
certain to fail. 

The best method or dealing 
with this problem, it would 
seem, is for Congress and the 
courts, but especially Con¬ 
gress. to assert and maintain 
i much closer regular control 
not only over the FBI, but 
over the entire enforcement 
function of the executive 
branch. 

When you come down to it, 
police work is a matter of bal¬ 
ance, and it is the constitu¬ 
tional obligation of Congress 
and the courts to maintain the 
balance. 


6 Tis An III Wind That ffloivs No Good ’ 







pervasive informal ion sillier- 
mg activities, tor instance. But 
every citizen is' involved in 
this business, too. 

AMONG TUB DOCUMENTS 
stolen from the FBI office in 
-Media we find mention of a 
lay brother in a Catholic mon¬ 
astery who informed the FBI 
that a priest of the monastery, 
who is a sympathizer of the 
Kerrigan brothers, had bor¬ 
rowed a monastery car "for 
the entire weekend" before the 
March 1 bombing of the Capi¬ 
tol. 


If that happens in a monas¬ 
tery. ara yoo entirely comfort¬ 
able about yrliat your neigh ¬ 
bors are say-jug about you, or 
you about (Item? 


The Media documents also 
make It pretty clear that the 
Justice Department and (he 
FBI are stepping up their 
snooping into colleges, the 
black communities, the new 
left. 

Asst. Atty. Gen. Robert 
Mardian told a Senate sub 
committee recently that there 
are no specific, published, or 
regular guidelines for agents 
involved in this sunm'ing. A 
Justice Department aide, de¬ 
fending Hoover, said it was 
Atty. Gen. John N. Mitchell, 
not Hoover, who ordered the 
enlistment of informants 
younger than 25. as young as 
18. in fact. 

One of tire Media documents 
reveals that the FBI is seek- , 
ing informants on blacks and 
left-wingers. 1 1 specifically 
suggests development as in¬ 
formers of bartenders, - bar¬ 
bers, janitors, taxi drivers, 
salesmen, newsboys and bill 
collectors. 


























THE CHARLOTTE OBSERVED 


v vo' 4 TWc ^Ncwt service cheeked government ageuts. 

V'GTOw*-- When a The Democrats ol the last ad- 
n President is Jess ministration have been durk- 

in the defenses i n g responsibility for the 
Hoover against his mammoth intelligence opera' 
cmocratic challenger, tious of (he Army. 

^idy dcducedjjiat, Catching crooks and chasing convincingly controlled oven 
> s Icg cngaoLt op_ con subversives is not yet an un- inside tile government and he 
blc. For the moment, popu | ar activity of govern- n °w reports to a Justice De¬ 
er. to understand the munt But as t j le enual | y c are . parlmcnt whose interest in 
• the trouble than to ful N j xon and " bave wiretapping and general sur- 

,v deep it runs or ( j le 0 ] d virtues mus t veillancc is questioned even by 

vill lead. nuw be i, a | ance d against new s °“>e conservative members of 

ling to Sen. Edmund . am , uactiar(€( j ^ends of public Congress. Attorneys General 

:’s charges of unwar- op j n j on Robert f, Kennedy, Nicholas 

nooping in peaeoiul Hoover has become vulncra- Kolzcnbacb end Ramsey 

5 °, n If, 5 , 1 , y r ear ‘ S blc to attack because be al- Clark ncgoljnjed with the FBI 

y. the 4 Wute__House lowed his fi!cs t0 be C0mpi . 0 . as If It were a sovereign ami 
against such survciT- inisse d : because he dealt formidable power. Attorney 
doubts that the I*cd- harshly even vi’ndicUvcly, General John N. Mitchell's staff 
lau of Investigation wjtb hjs cl ‘itj cs anePout of bas said that the bureau runs 
anything contrary to the FBr . because he chose ,ar e c| y uadcr regula- 

it it is shielding the public | y t0 asscss the charac- tl0ns uudcr vcr y broad S uid ‘- 
from Immediate in- ^ and performance of sever- lines, 
in the controversy, a ) attorneys general, his nomi- 
ling comment on the )ia j super i 0 rs; because he car- 
for a citizens com- r j cd jjis current campaign 
■o control domestic a gajpsf dissidents to the point 
id it is obviously re^ 0 f personally arranging the 
a old po litical, reflex, jjgrrigans even before they 

3_S_uQOY£iJs_side. W ere charged with conspiracy 

nvone_wlio__darcs_to l0 ^nap a presidential aide 
iie-Ptobity-oL.the^CL, a(u ) damage federal buildings. 

But Hoover has maneuvered 
: politicians ou all and stumble in public before 
immediate danger is wlhollt meeting so much rc- 
s Pfdd'c rcvniy'on to- sislaiice - — A / 

-—- • Clearly, there 'are also sQ2EC£. 

t "n ' i K . • reasons for ‘ llonvor’s_ 1( ieecnt 

I 'VkIv^ttV] i loss of standing here:''-. 1 ^’♦1 


J. Edgar Hoover 
... On The Spot 


* lynthm :' saitrsindS the n by 
I lip While Hous e unis erased 

,lhf»_impression" Unit rEiui 

tvi ftld v.-p.Irnm c nn onnoHi'nilVi 
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to hasten his retirement, but yBuiJ nnon close re ading. the 
to have him. dig in," President's comments also 

seemed to offer something of 
On the mu' face . Nixon’s rc- a hlnrwri nt for easing th e 76- 
niarlcs ainounlcd (o a defense ..year-old Hoover out ol~office . 
of Hoover against the mount- "It would be most unfortun¬ 
ing clamor over the FBI’s wire- ate to allow a man who has 
tapping mid other surveil- given over 50 years of dcdicat- 
lauee activities. cd service to his service to 

. this country to go out under a 

. The President termed recent cloud, maligned unfairly by 
condemnations of FBI activity many criticisms," Nixon said, 
as "unfair" and "malicious" Traditionally, 1- Presidents 
and said the - top G-man "is have paid court tff the power- 
taking a bad rap.'on a lot of ful Hoover by gushing that he 
Things and he doesn't deserve should stay in office as long 
it." as he was willing ai)d able. 


President Lyndon Johnson 
brushed aside all' federal re¬ 
tirement regulations to make 
that possible. 

Nixon, however, has stopped 
short of that tradition, and 
his handling of one question 
before (he editors seemed par- 
(ictllarly significan t. 

Noting that Vice President 
Agnew said last week that 
Hoover should stay in office 
"as long as he is physically 
and mentally sound," a report¬ 
er asked the President if he 
agreed, ^ 


AN Analyses 
By LOYE MILLER JR. 

Q 4 M^y r*-4¥j*. ton Bureau 

WASHINGTON - If you 
want J. Edgar Hoover to re¬ 
tire, get off his back and stop 
the criticism. 

That may be President Nix¬ 
on's underlying mess age to 
critics of the ncing, co ntamr- 
sial director of the FBI. 

In an appc.ilKShcc bclniC the 
American Society of Newspa¬ 
per Editors here Friday night, 
the President pointedly stated 
that the criticism of Hoover 
eand the FBI would serve "not 


speakin g on. beh alf jJf the 
press. 

McKnight received the presi¬ 
dential gavel Friday evening 
ot a banquet at the Shorcham 
lintel during a program that 
featured President Nixon. 


Special To The Observer 

WASHINGTON - C. A-; 
(Pete) McKnight, editor of the 
Charlotte Observer, was elect¬ 
ed president of the American 
Society of Newspaper Editors 
Friday. He succeeds Ncwbold 
Noyes, editor of the Washing¬ 
ton Star. 

The society is an organiza¬ 
tion of several hundred news¬ 
paper executives who have su¬ 
pervision over news and edi¬ 
torial departments of daily 
newspapers, ft is considered 
one of the most potent forces 
in the journalistic field. 

As president. McKnight will 
spend a considerable portion 
of his time in the next 12 
months repr esenti ng jour nal- 
Jsm in . national affairs and in 


V 1- 


The society's directors chose j 
J. Edward Murray of the Alt- | 
zona Republic of Phoenix as ( 
vice president, putting him in * 
position to succeed McKnight > 
as president during the socie¬ 
ty's annual convention in the 
spring of 1972. 

McKnight has been editor of 
The Observer since 1955. -Be¬ 
fore that he was the executive 
director of the Southern Edu¬ 
cation Reporting Scrviw. 
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Mr. William LaVarre 
Box 1517 

Txyon, North Carolina 28782 
Dear Mr. LaVarre: 

Mr. Hoover received your communication on 
April 21st and asked me to thank you for your thoughtfulness 
in bringing this information to his attention. 

Sincerely yours, 

f * 

fcj ” 


c. 


T'-t ' 


MAILF.il 


Helen W. Gandy 
Secretary 


l... —.*?> 


ToIroii _ 
Sullivan 

Mohr_ 

Bishop 


Brennan. C.f) 

Cullolinii _ 

Caspar- 

Conrad_ 

Dulbcy_ 

Felt_ 

Gale . 


NOTE: Bufiles reveal considerable correspondence with Mr. LaVarre 
acknowledging material he has sent which he felt would be of interest to 
the Director. Our last outgoing was 4/16/71 and Mr. LaVarre is on the 
Special Correspondents List. He enclosed five newspaper clippings 
which concern the recent criticism of the Director. His correspondence 
t indicates he believes the writer and/or newspapers to be enemies of the 
Director. This material has been brought to the attention of the Bureau in 
the past and it is felt that this reply is appropriate in view of the nature 
; of his correspondence. 


Rosen __ 
Tnvel__ 

Suyor. —jJ. 
Tele. Room __ 
Holmes - 
Gandy _ 


S-JIEKdrs (3) 

- \ rr V*V iliil' 
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CHATEAU KUDZU 


Ai 



TRYON. NORTH CAROLINA 
28762 


f. ToMonj/_T 

I Mr. SulliTmn__- 

Mohr.— 

I 

* | Mr.Br«nnanCD_ 

n Mr. Callahan— 
POST OFFICE BA^, ri Casp9r _ 


OS 


Mrs Helen W Gandy, 
Seoretary. 

The Director*s Offioe, 
F.B.I, Washington, 


t a i 7 


19 May 71 


Mr. Conrad.. 

Mr. 0» I. >y 

Mr. Fr-lt_ 

Mr. Gale 
Mr. Iloson 

Mr. Tavel__ 

Mr. Walters_ 

Mr. Bo.v.rrs 
Tele. Room 

MIbs Holme*_ 

Mill Gandy 


Dear Mrs Gandy: 


The printer failed to include page 50 of 


the photoreprint a I sent you for Mr Hoover, May 1st, I am - J) //^/ 

enclosing two of the pages to be Inserted, please,between'the 

\ 

3rd and 4th pages of the Amerloan Legion Magazine*s Auggust, 

1951, reprint. 

Thank you. 





Mr. William LaVarre 
Box 1517 

Tryon, North Carolina 2870 


Your letters of May 17th and 19th have been 
received and Mr. Hoover has asked me to t hank you for for¬ 
warding the article from "The Charlotte Observer" and the 
copies of the missing page from the material you previously 
furnished on May 1st. As you requested, the necessary 
insertions have been made. 

Sincerely yours, 


Helen W. Gandy 
Secretary 


Tol»oii 


Utshop -_ 

“Brennan, C.D. 


Cttl I all All 


Dslboy 
|FoU _ 


Ituonn_ 

T«vel 

tinhorn 

Joysrs 

Homo 

lolinofl _ 

'und y _ 
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•* •OFFICE OF DIRECTOR ,/UM 

FEDERALSUREAU OF INVESTIGATION / j MR. mom n_ 

. UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE /j^' MR. - 

May 19, 1971 ^ ~ X ~ . “ 

The attached article was sent to the 
Director from^LaVarre, Box 1517, 

Try on, North Carolina 28782, and 
the following note was enclosed: 


MR. BRENNAN. C. D. 
MR. C ALL. AH AN 

MR. C ASPER - 

MR. CONRAD - 

MR. DAL BEY - 

MR. FEL T - 

MR. GALE _ 


MR. ROSEN 


/'Sorry, But I'm sure you would 
want to see this. 

Keep up your vital spirit 

We are with you!" 


MR. TAVEL _ 

MR. WALTERS 
MR. SOY ARS - 

MR. JONES _ 

TELE. ROOM - 
MISS HOLMES . 
MRS. METCAL 
MISS GANDY — 
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. Qo> I'm lOK*. 

wj ftiut t» 

Sit THIS . 

\Ctvt> UPy^ua 

ViT-H Sfrtn« r~ 

Cu£ £\fVi UMT*t ^S9o 




mm 


enough . “ 

A bullet ends 
i Hoover lies dead 
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Sunday 


v.' Ma y 16, 1971 . v ,. 
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■. 

• universal spiritual insgms oi ur»v _ 

s' J ' RiL-i- '-' - • ; ■ 


Jack the Knife's Book 
''Editor ' featured this! 


rJftUC.THE- 


FBI For A Ride 


THE MASTERS AFFAIR, by not end until It enters once •— 
-.Burt HitsghXeld. New York: • again the shadowed recesses 
* Arb or “Ho use. 278 pnfles. $6.50. of the killer's brain. 

By BA3w?AItTER i‘i i’ 

I I nf /»mircA anflt.. D...4 


■Imac ine^the pa ssibililv.. that ° f 8Uth °r Burt ; 

Wlw«ct« J.^^r Hoover j MrwWieW d °« “°t uso the 
rajEomosexual.-J namei of Kennedy or Hoover.., 


B [is a ho mosexual. i u ‘ or rtoover. u. 

* Then let yoursolf Imagine I » . . ,. h $ .' . 

v that Sen. Edward JCeivfedv LA^'T... h . e wou,d evc , n G 

; and Mary Jo JCopegffirTud (S he , neT " con f - 

been seeing eaflWer inU- * , m. , , 

malely long before she lost j‘tent lotrowe 8 P ™\V ' 

I her life In Chappaquiddick 0ple ' 'J fr^-r:- 

■" Ba p.ii » •' ® ul 8n author's skill is wed ■ ' i /B 

■ *£ W&’EZi *£ SS+SS Mm, J '■ 

■: tti-LIrntd He Ioo (i „ ds Wils |„’i h ; p n,ar- jj . 

•;* v ^ r 5 position in some way. riago A X \ 

I '' T,ic Masters Affair- Is a ; ' \ 

| -jpendship, lakes Kennedy s tale that bears amnring re- V 

Hne 8 " ^ ^ e ^ -i eave ^ e -. gather - semblance to stories circulate* ■ 

*=”—“— Ing about people in high places 

’ . and the role of the FBI in ;, A 

It Is a signal for a gunman their lives 

f l00 “ y . " r,lc :, w bul,dta * Hirschfeid has capitalized on"! i . 

several stories above and our natural curiosity about the V «- 

f .across tho street. authenticity of these stories by ' 

v. „ ... . ,, . “sing a lot of old — and some j 

Tlie face In the gun sights Is new — suspense devices that ! 
supposed to be Kennedy's. It turn this Into a gripping, yet i 

/• In — hut An u hf »r u _ _ . n 1 ' ° * •» 


| ^'AVaiUS. b 

;nvis.‘. 


!■ CwV'lui ^.TOP 
c. m»S ? 

i \ SPECIAL 


Is — hut only briefly. 

Then n strong emotional and 


| Can't ve stop this ? 

irA J’John KnigmnSTev'spaper M 


mystifying, novel. 

Wlicn the last ' page fs ■ 

_-J __ _ 


... , ** . .,. »vmv.i* VIIU ltilll l>n>; c IS * 

psychological string Is pulled, turned, you nro still not quito 

; Hatred swin gs t he barrel of sure if . . . *• 

i Wa onto 1 -In.,t •*» * i. 


PAT CARTER is Observer 
)pu n desk chief . IINC grad? 
at* <m<f a man of imagina-. 


.charade , copy 
note 


rwmml ^ h ^ 






William LaVarre 


MrflironnsnGIkoJ 
Mr, CallahAA—<-iu* 
Mr. Caspar—— 
Mr. Conrad—.m< 
Mr. Dalbry— 

Mr. Felt.— 
Mr. Gala.. m- 
Mr. Rosen—. 

Mr. Tawl_, 

Mr. VattssCL— 
Mr. Bovnra —— 
Tele. Room —. 
Mia* HolaMlud|fl 


Dear Mr Hoover; I airmailed you the ooncooted "Book 

j ■ » 

Review" from yesterday*a Charlotte 
Observer, because I suspeot - and fear - that it has 
been arranged by Johp^Knlght and/or his minions for a 

-• ~v 

satanio syndication, after Sunday T s initial publication; 

V 

to many subsequent publications both newspapers and maga 
zlnes, and may even be used,for wanted "quotes",by same 


of our present White House habitues - without the Pres¬ 
idents knowledge, and out of Herbert Klein's bearing. 

The devioe of selecting a University 
of North Carolina graduate end activist, now serving as 
chief of the oopy desk ( of the Observer ) and, as stated 


n a man of imagination ", to do this Job, Is, to me, a 
transparent Knight tactic -- for use .I do not want to see 
this, from now on, used — much less quoted. Just what can 


be done about this May 1071 Knight- machination I do not 
preaaatly know, but I hope you and your multitude of friends 

t I * 

will think of something that is efficient. This man has been 

journalistically gnawing at you a nd tfrp FBI for quite a time 

ag my previous clips hefrav 

AgeIn, Are at luck these Mad Dog dayep 

Mr J Edgar Hoover, It It I mm ‘ u@ 2$ 

Washington D.C. iMltU, WU 


indioate 


William LaVarre 



AUG 19 1971 
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William LaVarre 


Box 1517 Tryon.N.o. 
16 August 71 88762 


/ 


Dear Mr Hoover: 

Your August HJLLETIN, Just in, is a Masterpieoe 
of editorial talent. The selected oover photograph is the best 
oharaoter study of Rlohard Nixon I have ever seen - intense with 
his oredo, beset with intense Presidential problems, staunch in 
his inner stololsm...a struggling President in a Bad Time for our 
Republio. 

Communicator Herbert Klein ought, I think, to 
make national and international, massive use, of this character- 
study. 

Thanks for your Message an the bizarre, if not 
Byzantine, era you, and we, are struggling with - The American 
Era of Permissiveness. And, it sometimes seems, the obnoxious 
refuse of a runaway Supreme Court - now, happily, passo rather 
than still in our national future. Alice wouldn't have believed 
what she would have seen, if she had stepped into the United States 
of, say, 1971. 

Can this be of any help to you? In your Message 
for the July Bulletin . you say, truly, that " Liberty without law 
is a myth ." Have someone get from the Congressional Library a 
copy of the original "Constitution" of the USSR, and make a list 
for you of all the "liberties" and "rights" that nefarious written 
dooument itemized as being promised to the Russian people under 
Soviet dictatorship. Then have than make a list of how few item¬ 
ized "liberties" and "rights" and "freedoms" the Constitution of the 
United States of American guaranteed its American oitizens. 

The hidden gimlok in the flambouyant Soviet "Con¬ 
stitution" ( promising more rights to Russians than our Constitu¬ 
tion, in detail, gave us ) is the phrase after every "right" in the 
Soviet "Constitution"."according to the law". A Soviet citizen 
was promised that he can" travel anywhere he desires, aooordlng to 
the law ." 

Each thing "Constitutionelly"given to Soviet, 
Russian, citizens was taken away from them by the qualification, 
" according to the law ". A thousand laws in Kremlin history took 
away every right the Soviet "Constitution" purported to give. 

We don't want to lose our liberties, rights, free- 
dcans - all of which, not given in our Constitution to the federal 
government, now belong to the People and the States { without hav ¬ 
ing to be itemized l) - like the people of the Soviet states have 
'■lost theirs. So-maybe you want t?L say, in some future Bulle - 
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IS A MYTH. " 
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Keep, yip seeing the world as you do In your -photo¬ 
graph on the August, 1971, Bulletin oover! About this time of year 
I used to see you out LaJolla way, but I know Helan Gandy will pre¬ 
serve this for you, if you are presAtly enjoying out-of-Washing ton 
relaxation. 7 I 

Mr J. Edgar Hoover ° " U/AUU_ 1 

- William Ea Varre 


Washington D-C. 
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August 24, 1971 



Mr. William, .LaVarre 
Tryon, North Carolina 28782 


Dear Mr. LaVarre: 

Your letter of August 16th has been received 
and I thank you for your comments concerning the FBI 
Law Enforcement Bulletin, It was indeed thoughtful of 
you to write and I am appreciative of your suggestion. 

Sincerely yours, 

Edgar Hoover 


NOTE: Mr. LaVarre is on the Special Correspondents List. 

We have had considerable correspondence with him in the past. 
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26 Ootober 71 


Dear Mr Hoover: Last night's midnight vote In the UN leaves 
a very Bitter-Tea in this American* a mouth. I thought I knew 

s t 

what was happening — and going to become another felt 
aooompll . Bemember the fait accompli of November 16th midnight 
1933? Is midnight to be the Devil's Time, for our national 
and civilized defeat? 


Anyhow, you know some of my secrets and I want 
you to know that I decided to stand up and be counted before 
! the midnight "vote" happened . I enclose the letter I mailed on 
Ootober 6th - a photocopy for your personal knowledge. 

My copy of the Ootober FBI Bulletin proved to 
be extraordinary timely — and informative. Congratulations, V. 

Stay heal thy J f 


Box 1517 Tryon, North Carolina 

33782 


Mr J. Edgar Hoover 
Washington D.C* 


/ 1-3 
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Photooopy No 1. 


William LaVarre 
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6 Cotober 1971 


Ambassador -— 0 ootocer iv7i 

James C. H. Shen, 

Embassy of the Republics 
of China - in Exile, 

Washington D#C. 

Ivly dear Ambassador Shen: 

Retaining in Washington only my Membership in the 
University Club, I have not had the pleasure of a personal aoquain- 
tanoe with you — as I fortunately have had v/ith other gentlemen of 
China, and members of the Chinese Embassy, in ray past. But you may 
reoall Madame Chlang Kai-shek's memorable visit, as Honored Guest, 
to our American Legion Convention in Washing,ton - as my guest - at 
the moment when various domestic and international pressures were 
being brought on President Truman to allow the Communist Atrooity 
Regime of Peking to become a member of the United Nations, and hay.e_ 

UN and U3 diplomatic immunity into Manhattan...end for " Doing Busi ¬ 
ness " with the Mainland Murderers Mao and Chou. At that moment and 
our National Convention two great and effective annuel dinner speech¬ 
es were made, one by Msdame Chlang and the other by our forthright, 
and highly informed,Admiral Radford. Following that Washington Con¬ 
vention, and our private talks with President Truman, our President 
promised us and, through us, Madame Chiang for the Generalissimo, 
that he. would not allow the UN organization, with our U3 subsidies, 
to give membership to the Peking Terrorists. President Truman kept 
his honorable word. Jr 

I hold, also, by past and memorable acquaintance, 
special Letters of Introduction given me oy your esteemed Dr H.H. 

K'ung in New York,a few days before his death - should I have future 
use for them. I also have momentos dedicated to Friendship for China 
and the Chinese People I long displayed, given me by Hollington K. 

Tong. 

This r urpose,of this salutation,is to, again, stand up 
and become counted, with you and Foreign Minister 3.K. Chow, as a con ¬ 
tinuing Friend of the People of China, in or off Taiwan at the moment, 
and a permanent enemy of your enemy, the present Satanic Regime enslav¬ 
ing the captives of the Mainland. And, also, to assure you and His 
Excellency S. K. Chow that time will show the multitude of Americans 
as y our^ friend s.. .and as enemies of your enemy now plundering-the 
Chinese Mainland. Please have someone in the Embassy send me as'de¬ 
tailed a biography as you have, in English, for the great Chinese Am¬ 
bassador who was resident, with his wonderful family, in Washir ton 
during- the William Howard Taft Administration. I am presently engaged 
in editing my 1898-1973 Memoirs of how we got to where we are, and 
who did what to whom — and for whom, as a boy in long-ago Washington 
I enjoyed many happy days with the ohildren of the Embassy of China of 
that oleasant- to- remember time. I wish to devote a ohapter to the 
Chine;> Amoassador of my youth, and my anecdotes of the Embassy of f - 
those nostalgic years. | . i • 

Yours /ancMrely,| If. * „ 

I noted with pleasure how 

Foreign Minister Chow, in William LaVarre' 

New York, over TV, conquered Box 1517 Tryon, North Carolina 28782 

his Inquisitors ,wi th his great / X i 

and honorable Intellect . *** (r/y #/«==■ 


V A. W 

31 
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November 1, 1971 




\M 


Mr. William LaVarre 
Box 1517 

Tryon, North Carolina 28782 
Dear Mr. LaVarre: 

I have received your letter of October 26th, 
with enclosure, and certainly understand the concern 
which prompted you to write. I am glad that you found 
our October Bulletin interesting and hope our future 
endeavors continue to merit your confidence. 

Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoover 
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NOTE: Mr. LaVarre is on the Special Correspondents List 
and is a former Editor-in-Chief of "The American Mercury" 
magazine. In one of his letters he indicated he had seen 
the Director "out La Jolla way." It is noted that on 
November 17, 1933, the United States recognized the 
Soviet Union. 
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William LaVarre 
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Mr. Soyars_ 


5 December 71 


Dear Mr Hoover: 

Your remarks for the Sooiety of Former Special 
Agents, Gotober 28, which I delightedly add to my items on the 
accuracy with the English Language of J. Edgar Hoover, reminds 
me of what another Hoover survived during the construction of 
a new, and to his mind ample, Department of Commerce building 
in Washington. 

"Hoover's Folly" orled the Journalistic stooges 

of that time. 

"Hoover's Taj Gargantufl t" 

"Hoover's Monstrosity I" 0'a 

‘ I have a oolleotlon of quotes, from the Icono¬ 
clasts of those days,I can give you for your Memoirs, by which 
prophets of doom tried to defame Herbert Hoover for the "too big" 
new Commerce building he sponsored. "Hoover's White Elephant",some 
announced*would only be a half-empty Washington eye-sore. 



My memory of Washington during War II was that 
the big Hoover monument was jammed with desk-to-desk men and women, 
with a waiting list of agencies orying for Commeroe Building 
apaoe—--like Nelson Rockefeller's Office of so-oalled Inter- 
American Affairs eto. I had space in there for a projeot with 
Jesse Jones ( you may recall ) and I had to fight off all sorts 
of taotios for squeezing me into such mini-spaoe that I finally 
deoided to move over to the Reoonstmotion Finance Building.The 
RFC Building was called "Jesse's Marble Palace". 

I foretell the Washington aohemlngs to get into 
your new Justioe Building. Many of the present oritios will be 
eager to inherit it... or even elite space in it. 


% 




Well, as I was going to say long ago, after the 
^Justice Building is completed and your other tasks well finished 
for our era , and you have time for the J. Edgar Hoover Memoirs, 
think of me as one of your water-boys or typewriter ribbon chang¬ 
ers; this ancient publisher, editor, writer would like nothing 
better, someday ( not nowl), witness you using the power¬ 


ful English Language to reoord 


ind 


opinion. 

TOMl , 

A3 you did Gotober 22nd, 1971, k>&~ _ \y> 

Good luoks. _ 

Box 1517 Try on North Carolina 2§7Bg" 

Mr J. Edgar Hoover, 


Washington. 


1,0 °fC 13 I9 7 i, 


I did not read in any newsp aper that you had rewarded that 
wonderfully cool-heeded young F.B.I. rifle marksman with a 
$500 honorarium, for his humanitarian, exploit in freeing the 
J,,*IS^ stewardess hostage, and others, at the Kennedy Airport, from 
Jr a criminal's atrocity. What millions would like knowing, seemed 

^^not, Jusvlnow, fit to print. Just now l 

9 - f.HCLOSUfl}] 



jf 


HERBERT HOOVER 


^Herbert Hoover's •'comfort" 
of 10 years ago may give 
^ you companionate oomfort, 
this Christmas month.I 
hope. 


SPECIAL 


The Waldorf Astoria Towers 
New York, New York 
December 30, 1961 


Dear William: 

/• • 

I have your gracious letter 
of December 21. 

. , • Discouraging as the outlook 

in the world is today, I get great 
comfort from the fact that the 
American people have met such 
crises before and rose to even 
greater heights. 

I wish you an escape in the 
joys of the Season, and I send you 
a message. 

Yours faithfully, 


Mr. William LaVarre 
Box 3092 

Sarasota, Florida 
Enclosure * 


PCLOS'JRS eC 
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HERBERT HOOVER 


Christmas Message 
December 25,1961 


We approach this Christmas Day with the 
tide of atheism rising to more violence than at any 
__ time .since the Sermon on the Mount. 

This Christmas should be a rally of all the 
religious faiths to preserve the minds of mankind 
from degradation. All faiths are in danger: 

Christian, Jewish, the teachings of Buddha and of 
Mohammed. Now is the Armageddon between faith 
in a Supreme Being and materialistic agnosticism. 

At Christmas time, those of us of the 
Christian faiths will renew our courage and deter¬ 
mination that moral victory can yet come to mankind. 
This is the season, too, when we renew the pledges 
of our charity to the helpless and needy. We assemble 
our children in happy meetings, with the traditions 
of the Star of Bethlehem, the Christmas tree and 
i Santa Claus. Families are reunited, friendships 

j are renewed. 

i" _ •__• 

The hunger for peace lies deep in the human 
heart, and we can hope and pray that the mandate of 
Christ will not be denied to mankind by the forces 
of evil. 





'wfe/fcuL, 


i?a - 



December 10, 1971 
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Mr. w.iiiijffii..l < a.v.arxs_ 

Box 1517 

Tryon, North Carolina 28782 
Dear Mr. LaVarre: 

Thank you for your letter of December 5th, 
with enclosures, concerning my recent address before 
the Washington Chapter of the Society of Former Special 
Agents of the FBI. It was most thoughtful of you to 
comment as you did and to send me the copies of the 
letter and message from former President Hoover. I 
enjoyed having the opportunity to read them. 

Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoover 


NOTE: Mr. LaVarre is on the Special Correspondents List. 
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W/lUAM LAVARRE 


16 Deoamber 71 


Dear Mr Hoover: Q-A<e*-£~ o-'V . 

I noted NEWS DAY* s hatohet man's assignment, In and 
from Washington,syndicated yesterday and delightedly featured in 
Jack Knight’s et al* s Charlotte Observer.*.always as I’ve suggests^ 
eager to seleot and feature ( and write new headlines for ) anything ; 
anybody says or writes against the Bureau, or you . I presume you 


have been furnished copies of the Observer’s editorial page of the 
15th so will not send you my file oopy - I could not find another 
copy left in town this a.m. 
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This particular opus, designed I expect as a Mike 
Cowles-Wllllam Attwood etc etc syndicated coup de grace . usahle by 
all the troika associates of the present loonoolastlc press, reminds 
me of the time when I had the pleasure of being associated with Jesse 
Jones — in his Washington battles and acmbats in the 40a. The fact 
that we were in a deadly and oostly war did not, then as now, prevent-, 
that type of characters from messing up any good, productive, thing 
or official in Washington. 

c ) 

Many wanted to get. control, as I know you re call, of o 
the vast authorities and finances Unole Jesse controlled by the wlsh^ .. 
of Congress and, In my time, the complete confidence of enough Sen- o T 
ators and Congressmen to make him then, like you have been, an im- 
possible conquest — for either a Morganthau, a Sulzberger, a Henry iu 
Wallaoe, a Bernard Baruch, a Herbert Lehman, a Nelson Rockefeller, — 
a Drew Pearson, a Benjamin Cohen, a Dexter White, a Morris Ernst, an 
Eleanor Roosevelt, a Felix Frankfurter, an Alger Hiss, a Harry F. 
Guggenheim, a Harry Hopkins, a Sidney Hillman, a David Lllienthal, a 
Maxim Litvinov, a David Niles, a Lee Pressman, a J. David Stern, a 
James P. Warburg, Joseph P Kennedy, a Eugene Myers and his Herblook.., 

You have aooumulated many more activists, in your 
long service in integrity,thaneven the complete list of the £930-40 
enemies within the Republic, when Henry Wallaoe wanted to be Seoretar 
of commerce ( with the special authorities Congress gave Jesse Jones 
but later took away from Wallaoe)., flelson Rockefeller wanted to be 
Secretary of State l and almost dial), Eugene Myers wanted to be 
Secretary of the Treasury- and get Unole Jess out of town - and Frank 
-v Roosevlt dreaped of being, for a while. King of the world via the 
Presidencyl after.:hls 4th Term ♦->>** tin 


;■ 


nn,)\©3i. the United Nations.. ~Z>/' 

'd'-itmsr (?Z -C-iASI - o(o 

» cad, otcot, that I had to cross the 



Things got so 

Street from my apartment to his, at night, oheoking on the things 
men had told me about the next day’s plots against Jesse Janes...and 
getting a list of rumors he had oolleoted on the phone and wanted 
checked out before dawn. Many a time be had to write letters to him¬ 
self, across .Washington, either as Secretary of Commerce to himself 
at the Reconstruction Finance Corporation, or vice versa. He had some 
fifty billion U.S. Dollars to protect and if poBalb lq m fl p noerv a J _ i jyst 
as you have had all our millions of oltlzens to profGWtfrcautiraBBore , 
from subversions and Internal oonquests* 7 ^ ^ 

When Jesse Jones felt oornered he h«at it up to t he 
Hill ( or the troops oame down Pennsylvania Avenue to his Commeroe 
Department or RFC lair) and huddled strategy wbioh often, to my memory, 
made Myers order Herblook to oonooot an even dirtier Post oartoon.^^^ N( ,g 






‘J 



*‘ -Mr Hoover 2. 

• • 

Your friends think the seourity of the Republic* from 
enemies abroad and within, oan be no lesser responsibility for the 
Congreas . now in 1971-72, than the safety of the fifty billions of 
U.S. dollars,for whloh Jesse Jones was responsible in the 1930-40s, 
became for the U.S. Senate,and House of Representative. We hope the 
quality of membership, there, equals the quality of your patience and 
adamanoe...as the oampalgn against you edges into 1972, probably with 
not even a Christian moratorium over our Christmas week. 


The Deoember 15th Charlotte Observer (Newsday) editorial 
ooncootlon, and half-leaks, and "they say" rumors, seem to me to have 
one or two statements, or hints, you will study closely, even read 
between some lines. If you do not have the exact copy,printed and 
headed by the so-oalled Knight Newspapers! in Charlotte ),I suggest 
you have the editorial page provided you, because I think this sets 
an insidious stage for a Hoover-Mlohell cumulative press barrage* about 
;the “‘infiltration" of the Bureau by, "for the first'time in history," 
an Attorney General . I've sent you Knight smears before,but this one 
as selected and headlined, seems much more "helped out" by Washington 
offlolals,and lesser officials, than the purely imaginary pieces I have 
seen the Knights use before; and the positioning of this, in the center 
of the Wednesady editorial page, is notable* 

Jesse Jones, often found that in one of Drew Pearson's half- 
truths, the secret Ingredient was something "leaked" to him by one of 
UnoLe Jessie's enemles»which divulged a plan-in-prooess whloh we could 
identify by studying a Pearson syndicated oolumn. Maybe that oan help 
you identify the source of this particular Russell Saokett-Newsday 
crystal-ball-seeming clairvoyance. 

I'll sign off now, over the year's ending, wishing you many 
many more years of good health and alert wisdoms no matter what may 
bring us in 1972 — or 1973 — Bad Tidings. Millions of us will always 
be oertaln that yon didn't create them; that you tried to warn against 
them by identifying the enemy.Your enemies are always my enemies. 


'A very Merry J. Edgar Hoover Christmas, 

_ > 

William LaV&rre 

Box 1517 Tryon, North Carolina 20702. 


Mr J. Edgar Hoover, 
Washington. 



December 20, 1971 


Mr. William LaVarre 
Box 1517 

Try on, North Carolina 28782 


I received your letter on December 20th 
and appreciate your defense of my endeavors in the admin 
Istration of this Bureau. Your communication expressing 
staunch support for the FBI certainly means a great deal 
to my associates and me. Thank you for your kind senti¬ 
ments and cordial Season's Greetings. 

Please accept my best wishes for a New 
Year filled with an abundance of good health and 
happiness. 


1 - Charlotte - Enclosure 

ReBucal 12/23/71 and ureal 12/27/71. P* 

NOTE: Correspondent Is on Special Correspondents List. Prior 
cordial correspondence, last outgoing 12/10/71. LaVarre is 
referring to reprint of article by Russell Sachett of Newsday, 
which appeared in Charlotte Observer 12/15/71, indicating the 
Director will leave beginning of New Year and also criticizing 
Nixon Administration. 
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The attached magazine contains 
articld bjrtfie Director on page 
It ie noted that’Mr. LaVarre vya 
Editor-in-Chief of the Amer A 
Mercury at this time. 


William LaVarre 


6 February 1972 


Mr. CaJIahoa 
Mr. Casper— 
Mr. Conrad— 
Mr. Dalbey— 
Mr. Clevelam 
Mr. Pender— 

Mr. Bales- 

Mr. WoiUatL 
Mr. Walters- 
Mr. Soyat s — 
Tele. Bootu— 


Dear Mr Hoover 


Beautiful 


Just Right 


Perfectly TIMEDl 


Whenever you Speak Out decent citizens 
applaud. The Nation* s Business reprint is a masterpiece of 
production as well as patriotic thinking — from the dramatic 


cover all the way back to the sember blaok and white silhou 


ette of the man in Washington who has, many will think, done 
more for our troubled Republic than any other man of our times 


This Spoken Out reminds me of the enclosed 


January 1958 issue of my forgotten American Mercury Megaz.lne 


in which I featured one of the excellent *57-58 prophetic 


’ The Deadly Menace of th£ Pseudo-Liberal 3 " 


articles you gave me 


I Join you in almost, at times, weeping over 
facts and opinions we have written - long ago - whioh became 
seeming lost in the wilderness of deceits, fallacies, and radi¬ 
cal propaganda. But this is the nuoleus, I think, of the oomlng 



J, Edgar Hoover Memoirs ( I ho pet ) and I wish to live until I 


can read that historical book. I like the working-office silhouette 
of our Great Amerioan Pat riot.. .meditatingly appraising a woefully 



befuddled nation - and world 


Many than»s, „ 
Mr J. Edgar Hoover, a)] fin R 
Washington. £> 

William LaVarre 

I know some citizens I’d like to usefully 
send oopies to if you can spare a few, in 
my oare. sf 




> 





%! 


- ‘ February 14, 1072 

V 

'»/ 

ygc« - ■■/// ** 3 7 

/ 

Mr. W illiam LaVnrre 
Box 1517 

Tryon, North Carolina 23732 
Dear Mr. I.aVarre: 


Thank you for your letter of February 6th 
enclosing a copy of ’’American Mercury” for January, 
1950. It was thoughtful of you to send this to me and I 
very much appreciate your kind remarks concerning the 
article In ”Natlon's Business. ” Tour continuing support 
certainly means a great deal to me. 

In response to your request, I am enclosing 
a few copies of the reprint you requested. 


Sincerely yours, 

Edgar Hoover 


.f 


y 


Enclosures (4) 




\l z 


NOTE: Mr. LaVarre is on the Special Correspondents List. The 
magazine he enclosed contained the text of the Director’s 9-19-57 
speech before the American Legion Convention, Atlantic City, 

New Jersey. Following approval, the magazine should be routed 
to the Bureau Library for possible retention. 
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Mr. ToI muJu 
p-olt 

Mr. CotbjAcIJL- 
Mr. %»:on_ 

Mrf/Wr ^ 




Dear Mr H 0 over : 

April greetings - and thanks. 

A decent, patrol ot io , publisher would have his 
editorials and minions, praising your F.B.I superb ability to 
chalk up a quick solution,end capture,of the Utah air high¬ 
jacker and the telented interception of the California high¬ 
jacker ( a phenomenal double-headerI) . But not Jack Knight, it 

_■ ... .You may wish to have the Knight editorial of 1 
Yesterday( Sunday ) corrected for the record - by writing one 
of your pithy let tars-of-oorreotion to Knight. 

As I foresaw last year,his purohase of sic* 
artist Marlette from Nelson's Poynter's stable of jackass Jour 
nalists etc, is being featured, and syndicated now, to debase 
good men and aggrandize our scoundrels. 


The Hodding Carter puff, below the F.B.I a 
Edgar Hoover smear, for the Sunday Charlotte Observer, is 
typloal Jack Knight journalism. But WE ?/ill survivel. y 


This does seem an era in which decent men begot 
indeoent, perverted, and degenerate sous, particularly I am most 
sorry to witness, in the newspaper and magazine and hook pub¬ 
lishing sectors of our eoonomy and morals. Too bad. But I d’o' 
have a hunch that WE may outlive that* too. \ ‘ ' 


■aVarre 


Box 1517 Tryon North Carolina 

28782 


Mr Edgar Hoover 
Washington D.C. 


6 2 -£/</?/ 




JAMES L. KiVIGHT, Publiihet 
BEVERI.Y j^^RTER 

General Manager 


SUNDAY, APRIL 9, l?7'i 


James K Batten 

Executive Editor 


C. A. McKmCHT, Editor 

ReeseJP|;horn 

Editor of the Editorial Pagei 




Govesrament’s Case Melted 
In 5ii.a?ri§SMrg GtMr&oom 

The trial of the Harrisburg Seven i terms of seriousness, of tile original con- 
Jias ended with the jury deadlocked on spiraey charges leveled by FBI Director 
the critical charge of conspiracy. But the J. Edgar Hoover in November, 1970 

nf>cr coont'il ihaa1-a -J — .i < > 1 


^*.4, v i i .— IT' JivvYW ill V vlll IJCl 1 IVIV. 

past several weeks have demonstrated r,..,!.;-,, , , „ e 

ft • “»»» Mr^L’/STn 

tempt to prove that the Rev Philhn P P r * m, ' wai ' B ' oup P Ianned to bomb under- 

4 srs&r* sa? jrarasi w 

i~ wssess « 


cJuei witness who by his own admission dieted on the consr\ii^>)dtUs) 
lias freely lied in Urn past), we suspect , ^ , 

the sovernment will nnlv ho mhhino cnit At the time/Mi Hooveismad 


the government will only be rubbing salt At 
on its own wounds if it calls for a second i ! :u , ons ' 


Mr. Hoovcrvmade the ac- 
ustice~ PpparlmejU^ had 
against the Alleged con- 


I on us own wounds if it calls for a second , ' oju 

trial. At Harrisburg, it convinced only t5kgn__no_acUon against the_5lleged_cpn- 
two of the 12 jurors that a conspiracy ex- -* 1 P‘, ra .. l ®E5iJ. n „ Hoovdrjyidenily 

isled, which hardly seems to justify an- evenhay aJellkrmittcnbyjiis- 

other call t6 trial hv the prosecution. jJ^Iiza^tOduW^disCiis^ a g ather ing 

The defendants admit that they dis- was what we consider 

.cussed committing an illegal act, one ; , .°, se a ' ld Irresponsible- discussion''of a 
which if carried out would have const!*; ^dnappiot. Boyd Douglas testified at the 
.luted a conspiracy. But talking is one , , a *" !^ e *' me ^ r - Hoover spoke 

thing and doing is another. Under our ; J,? iac * no / fi‘ v en this letter to the FBI. 
law, discussion itself is not a conspiracy- i ,/ 1US| °. n l ,“ le tias]s . of n0 evidence offered 
some action must be taken. The govern- ’> the public and with ho presentation of 
.inent has yet to offer credible evidence I evI d R nce to a grand jury, Mr. Hoover had 
•that action followed. ' ■ use d Ins office to mal ign priv ate citizens 

What it did produce was Boyd Doug- ‘ ‘ n j^ n cnio!j onaT display, 
las, a highly paid informer whose credi- HB“was"Tmm«Tiately challenged to 
bilily was seriously damaged during his f fo!low traditional approaches to justice: 
days on the witness stand. 'Without cor- ;• t0 0l ' fer tI,e evidence or withdraw his ac- 
xoborating evidence or testimony, the jury : cusation - Congressman William Anderson 
was supposed to take his word and call 1 of Tennessee, in particular, demanded 
for a conviction that could have sent f hat Ml > Hoover apologize or, if he had 
several persons to prison for life. It was • iai d evidence, bring about prosecution. 

.too much to ask. , The Justice Department then moved 

, So what has (he government proved? l to Sot indictments. It seems evident now i 
ft won convictions on seven of 10 counts, {that it did so without convincing evid- 
Father Berrigan was found guilty on four f ence - Hid it do so simply to help Mr, / 
charges of sending unauthorized letters * Hoover “save face?" I 

from Danbury prison; Sister Elizabeth At this point, perhaps, the country 
McAlister was convicted on three illegal should be wondering not about the de- | 
letter charges. ifendanta in this case but about the U.S. ! 

The prosecution has little reason to ’ Justice Department. It has gone to great, i 
be happy about these minor convictions, lengths to-convict a group of^pbmdc/nm 
Illegal letter exchanges are considered Hie gwngtb of one letter —<& htfter 
commonplace in most prisons and I ENCLWRWV&as in itself no evidence ^^'oon- 
usually overlooked by the uulh<uWgsy^j|%;uw -V ! 

These convictions fall absurdly short, \«P Wtli n lii.WM- <A uhiCliithilirv - 
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|iend Marlctte 
To Mullins 

While it was a fact that we 
could jolly' well do without 
Doug Marlettc, the problem 
was what to do with him. The 
problem has been' solved — 
.send him to Irene Z. Polan at 
Mullins, S.C., In her letter 
(Forum, March 6) she asks 
foij more Marlette. 

LESTER M. JAMES 

Charlotte 

















"WHY A\W'TCHA STANDING BOV?" 


H’fe €Statl®tk #fe$we? 


Ames L. Knight. Publish* 
Beverly r Carter 

General Manager 
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T£U- HIM .THEY NOW PREFER 'BUACK. AFRO-AMERICAN !’ 


SUNDAY, APRIL 5. IJ?J 


James l. Knight, Pubhsht, 

mvEiiLY R. Carter 

General Manager 


C. A. McKnICHT. Eiilor 
Reese Cleghohn 

Editor, of the Editorial Pages 


James K Batten 

Executive Editor 


















Iloddmg Carter Jr. died in Green¬ 
ville, Miss., Tuesday at the age of 60. The 
new governor of Mississippi, Bill Waller, 
praised him and said he "will be recorded 
well in American history.” That was a 
far cry from the days when the Mississip¬ 
pi Legislature, with very little dissent, de¬ 
clared him to be a carpet-bagging liar. 

Mississippi is catching up with where 
Mr. Carter was all along — where lie was 
when it was rough. As an editor, he 
called for racial justice Tvhen lynchings 
were common and white supremacy was 
seldom challenged in the Deep South. His 
courage and his skill as a writer won him 
national'recognition. (One of his memora¬ 
ble book titles was “Where Main Street 
Meets the Fiver,” the location of his 
newspaper). But his impact on his own 
hometown may have been of more im¬ 
portance, because in that one place he 
and a newspSpor made a powerful differ¬ 
ence. If jjiore of us worked as hard to 
improve our little part of this world, it 
would be a l'ar bcttcij_p]acc. 

While many^dyicredijprs were foul¬ 
ing their own-nests by supporting the 
worst elements In their communities, 
Greenville, Miss., (became something of 
an oasis. It was far irom perfect. But be- 
clause it had leadershipTmuch of it en¬ 
couraged and strengthened by Hodding 
Carter’s Delta Democrat-Tim.cs, that small 
city on the river went about the day-to¬ 


day tasks that made it a relatively decent 
place in a sea of outrageous indecencies. 

Did it pay? Yes, it did, Mr. Carter’s 
newspaper, like others which have taken 
difficult stands, often was beset by those 
who resented its statement of unpopular 
truths and at tiroes it lost ground. But 
the torn) was better for having it. The 
newspaper grew with the town. The 
newspaper did not foul its own nest in 
order to win temporary favor, and in the 
end the whole country has acknowledged 
Dial Greenville is a pretty good nest. To¬ 
day one of Mr. Carter’s sons, Hodding 
Carter Ill. carries on with the paper, 
keeping it out front and working hard 
■ for a better’ Mississippi. 

Ear.the- success of this policy is not 
the full measure of it. Mr. Carter proba¬ 
bly doubted at times that his paper 
would survive. He look his positions with 
a kind ofjj ld^jjghione d ipiegtity, doing 
things because hT thought they were 
right. He kept in touch with his town. 
But he kept prodding it, too. 

A great story-teller, he was a reposi¬ 
tory of the color of an earlier day; that 
Mississippi Fiver territory remained 
something of a frontier long after the 
American West had become a place of 
chrome and plastic civilization, and Hod- 
ding Carter was a part as well as a 
collector of its lore. 

He liked to tell of running afoul of 
the law in Natchez, Miss., in his younger 
days. He insisted that he escaped by leap¬ 
ing into the quarter-mile-wide Mississippi 
in the dead of night and swimming to 
the Louisiana side. 

As editor of a small newspaper in 
Louisiana before moving to Greenville, 
he fought the Huey Long machine when 
that was very unhealthy. Once when his 
paper was in financial distress, he said, 
he amt bis wife scraped up a couple of 
hundred dollars and went to New Orle¬ 
ans to gamble. They intended to stay if 
they lost, he said. But he won several 
thousand in a night of good luck and 
then returned to their Louisiana paper to 
fight another day. 

Mr. Carter iijHiJgJiccid a generation 
of young men ancf woihen, in the South 
who wanted a new day. I-Ie showed them 
courage, stamina and determination, and 
to a nation he showed in the worst of 
our bad old days that integrity and com¬ 
passion were still alive and well in the 
South. People who never knew of him 
afeiiTifedebt. "-“=* 
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April 17, 1972 


•/ 


Mr. William LaVarre 
Box 1517 

Tryon, North Carolina 28782 
Dear Mr. LaVarre: 

Mr. Hoover received your letter of April 10th, 
with enclosures, and asked me to advise you of his appre¬ 
ciation for your kind remarks about the work of this 
Bureau. 

Sincerely yours, 

/-> '/ Hj/ JU'rS'jS' 

Helen W. Gandy 
Secretary 

NOTE: Mr. LaVarre is on the Special Correspondents List 

and has furnished material to this Bureau in the past. 
Above reply deemed appropriate to discourage him from 
continuing to forward newspaper clippings. 
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Mr. ToJaon_ 

Mr. Felt_ 

Mr. Campbell__ 


CHATEAlUUDZU 

TRYON. NORTH CAROLINA 
28782 


Mnjrtllfc. E 8 _ 

Mr. CaU/fonn 

Mr. Casper_ 

Mr. Conrad. 

Mr. Da'bey 

' Mr. Cleveland__ 

Mr. Ponder__ 

Mr. Bates_„ 

Mr. W-ijkart_ 

Mr. Walter*_ 

Mr. figa/urg . 

Tele. Room_ 

Miss H .iiiiKS_I 

Miss Gandy_ 


24 April 72 


Mias Helen W. Gandy, 

Secretary, 

Office of the Director, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington D.C. 


Dear Miss Gandy 


Having had a war-time task to do in 
Washington, in the 40s, I know how valuable, and often 
imperative, the loyalty and competence of a federal 
Secretary can be. While multitudes Join me in writing 
fan-letters to Mr Hoover, allow me to Join others in 
posting a thank-you note to you. 


I am glad to have your note of the 
17th.Whenever, again, I dispatch my sometimes barbed 
thoughts about our current,and often only so-oalled, 
Journalists to Mr Hoover, I will look forward to another 
note frcm you. My first oertlfloate of Membership in the 
‘Associated Press , was dated the Fourth Day of February, 
1929/ signed by the ancients Frank Noyes and Kent Cooper 
fhat qualifies me, doesn't It, to be, now, a competent, 
if somewhat aged-by-experienoe^commentator of today's 
press...and its handymen. 


I retain my membership In the Univer¬ 
sity Club of Washington pending my next visit - at the 
enthralling mcment Mr Hoover delivers his dedioatory 
speech at the monumentally new Federal Bureau of Investi¬ 
gation's Building. I do hop^ to live long enough to 
witness that, and, thereat, thank Mr Hoover and you ip, 
person rather than in type. 
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13 February 


Dear Director Kelley: 


Your immediate problem is companionately 
appreciated by senior admirers of the F.B.I. and Edgar 
Hoover. The kidnapping, under climactic conditions,of 
the daughter of Mr and Mrs Randolph Hearst puts a special 
burden - and opportunity - in your experienced hands.Now 
you are "on trial" publicly; You have to quickly solve 
this catastrophe, and discover exactly where the criminals 
are fortressed with their victim...as the public thinks 
Mr Hoover, and his F.B.I. men would have done, quickly. 

^ As a long time friend of Mr Hoover, and 

an observ of his thinking, and actions, let me say what I 
think Mr Hoover would have done: First he would have 
transferred all his key agents and other affiliated re¬ 
search specialist to California, and entrenched a wide 
circle around all the area within which the criminals 
could be trapped. Then, with himself in direct charge of 
hour_to-hour California action ( in a west coast communi¬ 
cation headquarters),he would have brought in specialists 
from police departments and foreign intelligence bureaus, 
including certain Latin American infiltrating-agents, and 
fanned them out into every community of the underworld, 
beatnik, university, and other lairs.of radical environ¬ 
ment, so that he had men and women listening and watching 
every neighborhood. He would have created a massive sat¬ 
uration of all territory within the circle he had drawn. 

Mr Hoover would have set up a network oft v 
radio and broadcasting technicians to listen for any 
use of inplace or mobile radio the criminals may use in 
communicating with each other. He would have used every 
postman, collecting or distributing mail in a menner, and 
with identifying techniques, that would mark all mail 
in such a way that it's origin could, Jb* quickly spotkep. 

This puts a great burden au twt you 7 
may have learned and administered in Kansas City, but 


rb«j>dA.D^A<lm 
S Dep.-A.D.-lnvI 
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may have learned and administered in Kansas City, but 
we hope you will show, by success, th,at .you and jyour_ Fed¬ 
eral Bureau of Investigation can^djjfy'dit. - with “ 

women and techniques Mr Hoover and left you. 

• - 3 cec, 

The man, close associate of Mr tioover, 

who might be most useful to you - and us at 
may be Mr Cartha (Deke> Deboach. I think you should borrow 
him from repsico t. Jt'urchase, «.Y.)and dispatch him bo Cali¬ 
fornia. Araonpr other values, ivir Deloach, can mass all the 
posts of the American Legion, and ocher knowledgeable 
sources of community i'niorraation into your research and 
quiet investigative techniques. The need first is to 
find the location 01 the criminals and th-ir cartive, . 
without their knowing you have located them. 


them. 




Director ularence Kelley, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Washington 20335 ^•> 


Best wishes 


•Ihliule 


oox 1317 Tryon,N.C.‘ 5 

28782 . 


* • m * V* ^ y t • 

Pleaefe excuse typing 
my old' eyes do not;-'keep 
up with my a^lll young 
fingers! 


-Wr\crlar>aide Mu! KeJJ.cy»- y-T 

_j/irector, v j 

Federal Bureau of -Investigation, 

TT fi aT .Tnef ^ o • 
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Mr. William LaVarre 
Box 1517 

J Fr?&n7 'tJorth Carolina 28782 


Thank you for your letter of February 13th suggest¬ 
ing methods the FBI might use to solve the recent kidnaping 
of Patricia Hearst. Any suggestions which offer a possible 
solution to such a vicious crime deserve careful consideration 


I assure you we will do everything possible to 
return Miss Hearst safely to her family and apprehend her 

kidft'ap&'pg'. 

Sincerely yours, 

G» M. Kelley 

MAILED 22 

Clarence M. Kelley 

FEB 2 01974 Director 


: LaVarre is on the Special Correspondents List and 
has written many letters to the Bureau in the past. Cur 
letter gives.LaVarre’s version of what Mr. Hoover would : 
^° n f^ t0 ^? o;Lve the Hearst case and suggests that former A; 

o tie Director Cartha D. DeLoach be borrowed from Pepsi* 
Inc., and sent to California. 
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Mr Clarence M. Kelley, .;T7 , . ? 

DIRECTOR , 1/ /J Dj r J 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, /TiVO " / 

Washington D.C. 35. Cl*** f / 

Dear Mr Kelley: Your courtesy in writing me your note of 2-0 

February, suggests this reciprocation, in view of the current 
plethora of the media^propagandized Big Lie of "Superspy" Pop 
as it may effect both the present F.B.I. and Edgar Hoover's 
patriotism and integrity: ^ ^ ^ 

Please review the letters General J.V.Grom- 
bach, wartime administrator of a highly involved M.I.3. secret 
service, wrote you, dated October 22, 1973*when he learned in . 
New York of the forthcoming publication and rabid promotion of 
a Popov ghostwritten "memoir", and dated November 16th, 1973. 

At that time, as you wrote him December 10th, 
your Washington schedule precluded your giving him an invitation 
to visit with you in Washington. 



The real Popov "story" is known/in yet unpub¬ 
lished details,by General Grombach. He>like all of us whfjr iin his 
hectic years knew Mr Hoover well, and admired his patriotism aqd 
integrity, want to counter this, and any other, attempt & to*defame , 
the character and events of this now dead but histari^Amot’ic&n, 
and also to stand up, when useful, with your adminisfc&tijn^’bf* ^ 
Mr Hoover's bequest. General Grombach had many mip«Sr 

he thought helpful to you, and they may still prove ox vsJfTstfl in 
June and July. He is now in France until the firsti-we^K in June, v? 
when he returns to his residence in Newton, New Jersey*; and office 
at 111 West 57th Street, Manhattan 19. * l 

My thought in writing this is that he can be a L\ 
most effective protagonist of the F.B. I. in revealing the truth w 
about Popov's actual activities, perhaps better than having it 
made public by your administration. General Grombach, a long time j 
member of the New York Athletic Club, can schedule in June a press * 
conference in .the Club, to which Popo.v is invited, and whether-or. 
not he appears, Grombach can put into the record ( from now per¬ 
mitted M.I.S. and other documentations here and overseas^ the 
actual chronology of this fake'^gnerspy", including some of hi§, 
unpublished U. S. persuits etqX^F am very surprised that thd .did j ] 
and once respected publiehina^trm; of Grosset & Dunlap, euffier } J 
being warned of this fakery,^^ntirLMe<L*to exploit it.for 

If General Grombacrrs pa^ticifpi^i^^n this = 

Popov denuding event seems of value to you, in your present great 
and greater problems, please let me know and I will communicate ✓ 
with him. My unlisted phone is (704) 859-5335, Tryon, North Caro- 
lina. My correspondents in Washington write admiring i tags about 
your having passed your initial probation in mercurial Was H~ mm . 
with, now, flying colors. Continued best! wishes,» if „ - J 

'I 

/ Box 15%Tryon, N.C. 287 62 -3 / ■, 

tytpVi* William LaMar re [ f 


Copy made 
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REMS' 


Sr. WilliaarojaVarre 
Box 1517 

Tryon, North Caxolina 28782 
Dear Mr. LaVarre: 


May 30, 1974 








^4four letter of May 20, 1974, has been received, 
and I am grateful for the interest which prompted you to write. 


Dl , _ NOTE: See Heim to McDermott Memorandum dated 5-29-74, captioned 

"MR. WILLIAM LAVARRE, TRYON, NORTH CAROLINA." 
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As you are doubtless aware, portions of Mr. Popov's 
book containing allegations against the FBI and Mr. Hoover 
appeared as an article in the October, 1973, issue of "True” 
magazine. By letter carried in the December, 1973, issue of 
this magazine, I subsequently cemented on the falsity 
and unfairness of Mr. Popov's attack on the late Mr. Hoover 
and the men and women of the FBI. While.-1 must decline your 
generous offer to be of assistance in obtaining the advocacy 
of Mr. Grombach in this matter, I do appreciate very much 
the concern of you both. 


Sincerely yours, 

C. M. Kelley 

Clarence M. Kelley 
Director 


Mr. McDermott (detached) 
Mr. Wannall (detached) 
Mr. Mintz (detached) 
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Dear Direotor Kelley 


A current confirmation makes me want to add a 


postscript to my *74 best wishes correspondence 


Many of us, F.B.I. and J Edgar Hoover friends, 

f, 

allies, and confidants, became happy with your Washington ^ 
displays of Integrity and intelligence under the very try¬ 
ing oircumstanoes of your appointment and oonfirmetion.We 
were having daily evidenoe, from Washington, that you could 
and would successfully negotiate the traps of the Republic's 
oapital - as you had conquered them in Kansas City. 

Row, in February *75, another - quite strange - 
predicament has been .oonoocted, or planned, forus and you 
end the Federal Bureau. But I want you to know that many ' 
quiet observers who for various personal reasons may not 
so write you personally are increasingly "in your corner" 
now and during whatever hew^personal problem! 

vbE 

you later this year. Just keep on belng Blma 


i rue for , _ \ 

M Kelley l ' y 


m mn 11 197s 

William LavaVre_ 

Box 1517 TRYON, North Carol 


Mr Clarence Kelley, 

Director, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington 80535. 

Personal. 


Review of the NEWS 

for Feb £6 '75 

SPECIAL 
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March 5, 1975 


Mr - S'J.iJL 1 i<u” LaVarre 
Box ifSlTT 

Tryon, North Carolina 28782 
Dear Mr. LaVarre: 

I am most appreciative of your letter of February 26th 
and am pleased that my actions as Director of the FBI have your 
approval. It means a great deal to my associates and me to know 
we have the support of individuals such as you and I hope our 
endeavors continue to merit your confidence. 

Sincerely yours, 

M. ifetfji 

Clarence M. Kelley 

t Director 


NOTE: Bufiles show prior cordial correspondence with Mr. LaVarre. 
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William LaVarrb 


Dear Director Kelley 


We grieve with you and their unfortunate families 
over our losses in .Agents Coler and Williams assassination. It 
was a very sad *iuerioan sight to wetoh you at their burial ser¬ 
vice. I've had it In mind to send you another letter, in my 
series of oompllments and hopes for your, and through you our, 
Washington sucoesses; I was planning to say that your tine in 
the Republic's capital oity, being so muoh different to the 
problems of Director Hoover and eo disturbing to alert citizens 
now, will teat your edemanoe every day in 1975,and became more 
virolent, some of us think, in 1976. 
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You do not have the strongly based U.S. Congress, 
House or Senate.which we enjoyed under J. Edgar's administra¬ 
tion-—to cane to your aid publicly whenever you need them. If 
you manage to stay the same man and citizen you were when you 
left the fine Job you did in Kansas City, I think you oan win 
for us and, more important, for yourself. There might material¬ 
ize the coalition . in Senate and House, sa&e of us have been 
trying to instigate through our own acquaintances, which is like 
the coalition Director Hoover often needed,and was saved through, 
and which will stay powerful in your corner, alert and very 
willing. We have a nucleus of that asset and are trying to ex¬ 
pand it by September. 

./ 

Your comments to me of May 30, '74, and Maroh 5th 
'75 on your new stationery - and the press reports today of the 
seeming successes of traitor Hiss et al . remind me, especially, 
of past events whioh will now aoorue liabilities for you, as 
the Bureau's Director, which no man before you had to solve; 
you no longer, therefore, here any precedent as a guide or 
Bureau rule or, in faot,anyone except your own self, and its 
spirit and character,to follow...and stay with; do not aooomo- 
date yourself or oredos to env other man, or official,. In. t he/ - 
present Federal government ^ W5I A? - kr^t-lKT 

. ^ fj/l n' 

ondenoe with somewhat aging ATumnae" 1 "’' 


I have oorre 

of the Burueeu, now and than; sane still have a bit .Jjn 

our troubled land. Seme visit me up here atop the North Carolina 
Blue Ridge. My war-time Washington name was, often, Mr Wilson. 

So sorry for those sadfaoed ladles Jack and Ronald 
left behind; should you desire the House or the Senate to sub¬ 
scribe to same memorial for the saorifiolal Agents and their 
families, flnanolal or otherwise, please let me know and we will 
go at such a task with whatever upright acquaintancee we TaaVe on 
Capitol Hill• 

Sinoerely Yo] 

Clarenos M, Kelley, 

Direotor, F.B. I 
Washington D.C. 




1 William LaVarr. 
Box IJ17 

Tryon, N. C. 2K7K1 



William LaVarre 
Box 1517 ' 

Tryon, North Carolina 28782 


Thank you very much for your July 2nd letter 
of sympathy regarding the deaths of Special Agents Jack R 
Coler and Ronald A. Williams. All of us in the FBI join 
their families in mourning their loss and we find conso¬ 
lation in knowing that others care. 

I am most appreciative of your suggestion 
regarding a suitable memorial to them, and while I 
have no objections to one being proposed, I do not 
think it proper for me to solicit such action. Almost 
every day police officers lose their lives in the line 
of duty and while we in the FBI may not know them as 
intimately as we do our fellow Agents, we also grieve 
over their loss. For this reason I do not feel I 
should become personally involved in proposing a 
tribute to Special Agents Coler and Williams. 

I am grateful for your comments regarding my 
direction of the FBI. It is good to know we have friends 
who are understanding and supportive. The FBI and, 
indeed, our entire Nation, as you rightfully observed, 
are facing a different and perhaps difficult era and it 
is reassuring to know we are not alone in our fight. 

Thank you again for writing as you did. 

PI MAILED 7 

Sincerely, 


.1 - Chaflbttef — Enclosure 

NOTE: Bufiles indicate considerable correspondence in the past 

with Mr. LaVarre. He is a former Editor-in-Chief of "The American 
Mercury"' magazine and has on several occasions talked to various 
Bureau officials, in addition to the numerous letters he has 
written.,. Mr. Kelley has had two prior letters from him; however, 
there is no indication he is known to the Director personally. 
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Mr. William LaVarre 
Box 1517 

vTryon, North Carolina 28782 


I have received your letter of December 30, 1975, 
enclosing a copy of the communication which you received 
from John V. Gronbach. 


? Please be assured that I appreciate the interest 
which not only prompted Mr. Grombach to write you, but also 
motivated you to correspond with me for a second time on his 
behalf. I must point out, however, that the FBI is strictly 
prohibited from providing Mr. Grombach or any other individual 
‘'off the public record" access to its files. 


Mr. Grombach is, of course, fully at liberty to 
request any material he may have in mind under the Freedom 
of Information Act. Data regarding that Act was enclosed 
in a letter which I sent him on December 10, 1973. 


So as to correct any misunderstanding that may 
exist in your mind, let me assure you that the FBI furnished 
Ralph de Toledano nothing roor® than a very limited amount 
of public source information — material freely available 
to any other person — at the time he was writing his biography 
of J. Edgar Hoover. Mr. de Toledano acknowledged this fact 
in the Introduction of his book wherein he states, "Let me 
add that in a half-dozen instances, the FBI made available 
to me certain public papers which I once had in my files 
but which were inadvertently mislaid. That was its only 
help." 

» « ... 

1 -vtar. Moore (detached) 

1 - Mr. McDermott (detached) /■ j\ vf*\3 

- Mr. Mintz (detached) \ ' 

'1 r Mir. Wannall (detached) \ VC 

NO^: See J. H. Campbell to Mr. Moore memorandum, dated 1/7/76 

re: ' "Letter From William LaVarre Soliciting FBI Assistance for 
Book to be Written by John V. Grombach. 'J 
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Mr. WillittR LaVarre 

at 



My associates join roe in thanking you for your 
expressions of confidence and support. We hope that both 
Mr. Grombach and you will understand the position this 
Bureau is required to take with regard to his request. 

Sincerely yours, 

C. M. Kellejj 


Clarence M. Kelley 
Director 
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William LaVarre 


Dear Mr Kelley: 


mk 50 December 75 


Your efforts during our Bad Year '75 are 
very much appreciated by this, and I am sure many other 
alert, citizen-observer; You also mak;e a very substantial 
and trustworthy visual asset, in today’s Washington, via 
the television...whenever you so appear among those cam¬ 
eras. We do not have many to admire, now, in the federaL 
bureaucracy. I do hope your year 1976 will become more a a, 
more pleasant for you; your personal sacrifice in leavin? 
Kansas City at the moment you did,for what many thought «= 
would be the thankless task of combat with Jackals;vipers, 
and Marxists, requires our special thanks. 
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I hope your grief has been a little ' 

assuaged by your personal victories in Washington, and its 
great contribution to our national securities; you displayed | 
such dignified adamance, under several aggravating circum- | 
stanceSjthat our enemies, I think, will quit trying publicly 
to snaps' at your heels; so,slowly, 1976 can become more to 
your liking than our Bad Year '75. We hope so! ^ 

f.h> The photocopy enclosure might initiate a 

pleasant acquaintance for you, in '76. General G/was a fa¬ 
mous West Pointer who gave the U.S. Army in peace times great 
overseas honors in the Olympics,- both aB a fencer and as a 
heavy weight boxingjehampion. He had a very productive ser¬ 
vice In War Time Washington, on the General Staff and sub¬ 
sequently in several highly classified intelligence opera¬ 
tions which he administered with unusual agility end success. 

He is personally quite an interesting n character". He would be 
quite a relief from many of the other "characters" you have 
to listen to. Surely he will he Well worth whatever time you j > 
agree to have him visit you **>_privately should you prefer. / / / . 


I believe ^bur fil&rwlll show that Journal- ' 
ist' de Toledana was given access to some JE.B.IJ .archives for 
- his book, and I think General G both deserving of special 
F.B.I._confidence and documentary facilities. He has a very 
remarkable patriotic record, since his early Hew Orleans 
youth. At West Point he was known, fondly, as "Frenchy" since 
he is bilingual. He is a distinguished member of the New York 
Athletic Club. I think I may behelpiqgyou and the Kelley^FJ^I 
•organization by introducing you, and suggesting-=tHaat = y5u 
invite him to visit with you,sometime in January. 

' g JAN 14 1976 

Meanwhile, congratulations 




and Merry New Year. 
Mr Clarence Kelley, 

Washington D.C. 

iecto" h * ^ l 4 heM 


m/a. 


„ lett" *0 V 'N n(> 
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William LaVarre 
IWix 1517, I ryon 
North Carolina 28782 
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William! 
Post Ol 


Admin. 


In The Southern Blue Ridge 


TRYON, NORTH CAROLINA 
28702 
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Dear Director Kelley: Jj 

Your letter the 9th is appreciated 


Greatly appreciated. 

I am advising General G. to let the subject of 
World War II Washington Memoirs "lie fallow" for the pr 
ent and, because of his long identification with USMA 
Point, and Olympic Sports, concentrate his retirement m 
>on helping Americans to win at the 1976 Olympics. I hopt 
jhave received a copy of his " 1976 Olympic G uid-g" just puu^ 
lished in New York by Rand McNally. 

' I might help you, sometime, by saying that J.V. G 

knows where many appletone lie buried - in and out of Wash- ^ 
ington. I also! ,. Ojf&f}\ 

If you get down-heartedly dejected, some day orriight, 
read the enclosure - when many of us in Washington were very 
forlorn, pessimistic, and security-fearful in World War II 
Washington. But keep on "hanging in there", as my alert ^ 
grandson would say, and continue to be so stable none of the/*“ 
devil's agents, or disciples, can manipulate you, "swinging*- 
in-the-breeze". Your honest adamamance is so vivid to alert 
Americans, even at the distance of their Tv screens, that 
an increasingly great majority of your fellow citizens will 
gang-up with you — if you need them. It is.an^y a viperous 
mini-minority of characters, currently head 1 ifieclnot 
our allies 


MN B7 1976 

A few days after I wrote the enclbsufe for my state's 
Senator Harry Byrd( Sr ) I revived in February 19W one-of the 
lost assets of the American Republic: The Committee of Corres ¬ 
pondents . It was my belief then, and Eas been my knowledge 
sinoe, that wherever there was a scoundrel or a fool in the 
Washington federal government we could find a very willing 
Observing Correspondent, But we remember my education in the 
early forties by. Admiral William Leahy, Chief of Staff to both 
Roosevelt and x ruman: "WE can't do anything about it now", 
he often said, "but get all the facts and save them up until 
it stinks . When it stinks in public then we can correct it!" 
You do tViat, too, now in our Bad 1 76 and maybe Worse '77. 


Gratefully 


Mr Clarence M Kelley 
Washington D.C. 


William LaVarre 






Department of Commerce 


WASHINGTON 


The Honorable Harry F.Byrd, 
Senator of Virginia, 

U* S.Capitol, 

Washington D.C. 


On April 27th, 1941,realizing that the war was rapidly 
approaching our shores,and at the invitation of the Secretary 
and Under Secretary of Conmorce, I took an Oath of Office and 
became a Civil Servant of the Qovernment,specifically charged 
with the task of organizing and administering the activities 
of the Department of Commerce which,under Congressional author— 
lties ( -were related to the commerce of the Uhited States with 
the other American republics. 

Ufader Congressional authority I understood that the 
Department of Commerce,and its offleers,were directly charged 
with (1) the responsibility for protecting and promoting the 
foreign and domestic commerce of the Uhited States,and (2) with 
the responsibility for the dissemination of information of com¬ 
mercial importance to American business men,and American private 
enterprise,as assembled by American Foreign Service officers 
abroad. 


Since X had spent many years in the other American re¬ 
publics, since the last war, and since I had provided, through both 
newspapers and magazines much information of value to American 
commerce throughout the other American republics, I was persuaded 
that X could serve the country better in economic defense and 
economic warfare than in the armed forces. 


Shortly after I joined the Department of Commerce,how¬ 
ever, there wae created by Executive Orders new Agencies in Wash¬ 
ington to which was assigned,by Executive Orders,the authority 
which Congress had delegated to the Secretary of Conmerca.With 
the creation,by Executive Order, of the Economic Defense Board end 
its metamorphosis into the Board of Economic Warfare,under the 
executive administration of the Vice President of the Uhited States 
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and his friend,Mr Milo Parkins,I witnessed a constant program for 
by-passing the Constitutional authorities of the Department of 
Commerce and its long-trained economic and international specialists; 

I also was forced to witness the constant decimation of American 
private enterprise assets whichever generations,had been developed 
by American exporters to and American importers from the other 
American republics. 

In the Department of Commerce's files there are weekly reports on 
these subversive activities.prepared by me for the Secretary of 
Commerce each Wednesday prior to the meeting of the Cabinet. These 
memoranda contain a detailed chronology of the activities of agents 
of the Board of Economic Warfare,now merged,with additional expansion, 
into the new Office of Foreign Economic Administration undsr the 
direction of Ur Leo Crowley,who also acts as Allen Property Custodian. 

These activities and policies resulted in accumulated liabilities not 
only to the United States government,but to the American industries 
which have pioneered our foreign comnerce end,ultimately,for that 
proportion of American labor which is engaged,and can be engaged,in 
producing export products.They also resulted in a vast,wasteful, 
expenditure of American taxpayers' money. But I have been unable to 
do more than call such activities and policies to the attention of 
higher authorities. The same liabilities continue. 

During the period of my service with the Government I have held,both 
in Washington and in the cities where the Department has long-established 
Regional Offices,many conferences with American businessmen who produced 
abundant evidence of their predicament,while asking the Department of 
Commerce for assistance.In many instances we were,quletly,able to lessen 
their unnecessary liabilities.As time went on,however,these other agen¬ 
cies Ignored,more and more,the advices of Commerce officials. 

Most of the foreign Irade in the other American republics of our smaller 
exporters and export agencies,which in dollar value,forms the primary 
foundation of any expansion of our export trede,has been now wrecked by 
the Inexperienced,or subversive,policies of indivisuals who,in such great 
numbers,were brought to Tfashington by friends of the Vice President, 

Ur Milo Perkins,or Mr Leo Crowley,and given draft-exempt employment in 
the mushrooming agencies. While inexperienced young men were being sent 
as agents of these agencies to the other American republics,the men with 
many years of experience in our neighboring republics were being drafted. 

While men and women in whom the American taxpayers had invested many 
yearB of educational employment,as economic,commercial,and geographical 
specialists for the Government of the United States,were being ignored 
in Washington, other men and women were being given important tasks,high 
salaries,and inter-American responsibilities for which they were not 
equipped;instead of malting use of the accumulated knowledge and talents 
of Civil Servants,these new agencies subsidized the hasty pseudoeducation 
of impractical tyros and experimenters,at exceptionally high wages,and 
with unnecessary expense to the American taxpayers. 

In addition these agencies employed refugees,many with limited knowledge 




of the English language,and with no personal allegiance to the United 
States,end with strange European Ideologies,who came to my- office de¬ 
manding to see confidential reports;! learned that they were being 
paid an average of $25.00 a day as "Consultants",by these agencies,and 
that I was supposed to provide them with confidential war Information. 
This X have refused to do, with the knowledge of the Deportment of 
State. 


Throughout these months of my service in Washington I have observed a 
definite scheme for wrecking all American private enterprise and per¬ 
sonal initiative in Inter-American,In fact international,commerce and 
substituting the Soviet form of state-owned commerce.Whenever I have 
exposed some detail the lndlvual responsible,after costing the American 
people ranch money,has been fired.But another similar lndlvdual takes 
his place.And, the discharged man shows up in a key post In some other 
Executive Agency. Upon the liabilities of the Board of Economic Warfare 
has been piled the new personnel of the Office of Foreign Economic 
Administration, the Administrator of which is frequently advised by 
Mr Thomas Corcoran and Ur Victor Bnanuel. 


And today we have the Incongruous,if not malodorous,phenomenum of an 
Administrator who acts both as Allen Property Custodian and Foreign 
Economic Czar,purporting to serve American Industry in all its conmsrce 
and economic warfare throughout the world. With one hand he attempts to 
build up the profits of Axis companies in competition with old American 
firms end trademarks;with the other hand his office Issues export 
licenses for products of alien,AxLs,firms,in. competition with the export 
products of loyal American industries. While we persuaded our neighbor¬ 
ing governments to confiscate and sell all Axle comnercial assets to 
natives, the Alien Property Custodian-Foreign Economic Administrator of 
the United States - much to our neighbors' amazement - has put his 
friends into these alien,Axis,corporations and set a policy of building 
up theses .Axis estates, especially Axle assets which are increasing 
through exports. 


The same man cannot act in the best interests of the foreign commerce 
of the people of the United States,while considering himself,also,the 
"Trustee" of Axis asssts in the Uhlted States,especially Axis assets 
which he is accumulating through exports. 


Throughout these months,also,while many of our American exporters and 
importers have been curtailed,by land-lease policies and other re¬ 
strictions,or forced out of business,and their experienced personnel 
drafted into the armed services,there has arisen a plethora of fly-by- 
night foreign-born individuals who open up desk-room offices and,with 
a strange ability to secure export licenses and production priorities, 
are rapidly dominating many eaqjort and import services - and profits. 


I find,after much patience,that I am unable to accomplish mors than 
memoranda wrlting.I see,each day,mistakes being made,as,for instance, 

X saw the Amazon rubber procurement fiasco created,developed against 
experienced judgement,end flop - at great cost to American taxpayers, 
and also with a serious liability for our vital rubber production 
program which counted on obtaining an estimated 50,000 tons of natural 
rubber,as a minimum annual requirement for the synthetic program. 
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There is in existence a long memorandum criticizing the Vice President's 
Amazon program and policies,and pointing out the fallacy of his attempt 
to procure increasing supplies of wild rubber from the Amazon by putting 
out of business - which was the Board of Economic Warfare's primary 
policy - all the businessmen on the Amazon who were factors,for generations, 
in the production of wild rubber. There is also in existence my report of 
April 1943,to the Secretary of Commerce,following a trip to Brazil,whlch 
detailed the mistakes being made and my suggestions of quickly obtaining 
more,rather than less,Amazon rubber. 

The rubber procurement program,however,io but one of many international 
fiascos. I feel that it is futile to continue to serve the nation under 
present circumstances as a Civil Servant. Nor can 1 agree to a philosophy 
which has recently been suggested to me - that I must remember that I am, 
in Washington,a "soldier" of the Admlnistration.and therefore must do or 
say nothing which is not helpful to an Administration program for a fourth 
term. I am convinced,from what 1 have personally witnessed since May 1941, 
that four more years of authority in the hands of the same type of men 
who have taken over most of our foreign economic ae well as domestic 
policies and activities and executive authorities will be a calamity to 
my country. 

I did not take an Oath of Office to serve aa a "soldier" of the Adminis¬ 
tration,blindly, nor to work for its continuance into another four years. 

1 accepted,in ny mind,a task as a public servant - with many years of 
experience in inter-American activities - in order to assist an honest 
as well as efficient solution of our war-time inter-American problems,a 
solution which would be a post-war asset to the United States rather than 
a post-war liability. 

ITor did I take an Oath of Office to sit the war out in Washington,silently 
pushing papers around in the face of continuing mistakes. It is claimed by 
some that the Administration's"successes"in international affairs will bs 
held up to the public as a compensating balance to its failures on the 
home front,but I am convinced that a review of the actual economic record, 
when received by the public,will disclose as many economic mistakes in 
the handling of our international problems as in the regimentation and 
ignorant administration of our domestic problems. I fear that these mis¬ 
takes will grow into international liabilities whicii will void much of the 
military,naval and air successes of our armed forces. 

1 feel that I can do more,under these conditions,by leaving the Government's 
service and,as a private citizen again, spending the rest of the war pub¬ 
licly discussing the predicament we are in as a nation,based on what I have 
learned in Wfeshington.As a private citizen I may be able to give informa¬ 
tion of value to American businessmen,which I cannot,as an officer of tha 
Department of Commerce, now provide - even though an Act of Congress has 
given us the responsibility for so doing. I find that I cannot contribute, 
under present conditions,to the protection or the promotion of the private 
enterprise commerce of the United States,for that authority has been taken 
away from us by Executive Orders. 

As the senior Senator of my native 6tate,Virginia,I ask your advice as to 



the form in which my resignation, for the public record,from Civil 
Service and the Department of Commerce,should be written* 

I have witnessed a constant attempt to change the heritage of private 
enterprise and personal initiative into a system of socialistic, 
collect!vlStic commerce patterned along the formula of Russia's state- 
owned Amtorg corporation,to do array with our established private-brand 
names,and to promote the future fconmerce of the united States exclusively 
through state-owned corporation*. Many of those In new authority have 
expressed to me personally their opinion that we will be unable,In the 
future,to "compete" with the commerce or industries of other nations 
unless we substitute state-owned projects for our private,competitive 
export and import coranerce. The Russians,I know,have discontinued pri¬ 
vate enterprise and private property rights in Russia and export through 
their state-owned Amtorg corporation only Soviet,state-owned,trademarks. 

But I cus not,however much I admire the Russian peoples' fight for 
national existence,a Russian. I do not subscribe to their economic 
ideologies or policies as something we must adopt or perish. It seems to 
me that we are fighting a very costly blood and capital war to free us and 
bhe rest of the willing world from totalitarian ideologies and economics, 
such as the Nazi schemers had developed - to free our own national 
future,especially,from collectlvletic world schemes. We could have set 
vqp.lf the American people had so wanted,state-owned corporations and 
international banking systems in 1937 and 1938,for all our international 
commerce,and done eome fast business with Hitler.lfussolini and ToJo.And 
produced for ourselves,in time,a bigger and more devasting war than 
the world has even yet seen. 

The record will show that the Board of Economic Warfare, and,now,the 
Office of Foreign Economic Administration,usurping the administration 
of projects which Congress originally delegated to the Department of 
Commerce,under the guise of a war neceBsity,have been waging a secret 
war not against our national enemies so much as against American 
businessmen and the export industries of the United States. While our 
English allies have developed many projects under which the foreign 
commerce of Oreat Brltlan and the British Commonwealth will be expanded 
some thirty percent as soon as the war ends,we in the United States face 
the probability that,If those current executive philosophies and 
policies continue, the foreign commerce of the America people will stag¬ 
nate. 

We have the ships and we have ths air transports,but we will have 
wrecked our principal assetmthe great benefits of private enterprise 
and initiative which are,In my Judgement,the great advantage we 
Americans have possessed when it comes to International competition In 
economics and conmerce. 

The President's memorandum forbids any of us remaining in the Government's 
service - except a few so favored - to publicly criticize the activities 
of his appointees in the Executive Agencies.Therefore,the people of the 
United 6tatee are not being informed of facts which,for the preservation 
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Dear Chief Kelley: <r 

My not having written you since our 
correspondence of January, does not mean that I have 
not been alert, and a bit informed, about your attempts 
to serve the Republic — in Washington 
written you in the past goes "double", 
than ever mired in a "media" power 
for our subversion; and you become 
er remains adamant, more the target 
which has thwarted our enemies, 

is still thought able to...as long as the Bureau can have 
Congressional cooperation. You are doing a fine, and pro¬ 
ductive^ job with the Congress to roadblock that tactic, 
planned when you came to Washington, to make Senators and 
Congressmen the Bureau's enemies. Many of us owe you our 
thanks...for staying in Washington,O , , 

A The enclosed clipping of today's political 

car toon,^from the Knight-owned Charlotte N.C. Observer: The 
history of the "cartoonist", Marlette, may interest you; He 
was discovered in Florida by the socialist publisher of the 
two St Petersburg newspapers, which he had inherited from 
a most patriotic father, one Nelson Poynter ( who is busy in 
Washington!), and became a notorious feature of the Poynter 
press of the 60s. There was seldom a week that Marlette, 
for his employer, did not have a very "dirty" cartoon smear¬ 
ing Mr Hoover and the Bureau. This was well known to Director 
Hoover, as well as to his aide— my Legionnaire Comrade Deke 
De Loach. „ 

After Jack Knight was 'funded from Manhattan 
to purchase and expand the so-called Kfvight Newspapers into 
a national net, he directed his editors to look for "a dirty 
cartoonist - a real mean one!" _ , >. / . , / r>) < I 

ex-115 ' bMXI ' <-/ 

The concensus was that Marlette, the viper¬ 
ous ( then)juvenile ;,was the "dirtiest^ talent in the nation 
John Knight and his brother quickly hired him for the ir 
Charlotte Observer - and for syndicating his productionsto 
other papers of equal intent, m 


Whatever I have 

We are deeper Training_ 

, not for our good but Telephone Rm 
, the more your charac 4- Dircetur &ec ’y 
It is. the Bureau (\/lh 

at home and abroad, arid rwoAUM&jj 


THAT is how you , today, are featured Jjq-j q ,— 
Marlette cartoon, in a Knight Newspaper,,in North Carolina! 

It says the Bureau still secretly has agents tapping away 

to "hear" what is being said - somewhere. Whether er not 

you, identified as not surprised or angry at opening one of 
the Bureau's dears and knowing what is taking place---inside 
the Bureau—-receive the main cartoon blast^is left for a 
subsequent Marlette cartoon and Jack Knight’s decision. 


Well, as they say elsewhere than in the 
southern Blue Ridge, Hang In There,Chief. Actually, more 
Americans than ever are behind you. I hope not so far behind 

' ;■* J** ^ I'Qningahr, the world it governed hr different personages from 

whal is imagined hjr those who are not behind the iccnei" Benjamin Disraeli 
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YOU that you can't find them when needed, as some of us 
who served in War-time Washington discovered was our 
problem. 


Hang In There, and we all will win! 

One ancient, now, Washington saying remains with 
me and I am sure with many others still among the living: 

"Go ahead, Bill, we are all behind you!" 

I have grown to think it is the quiet* citizen , 
who dees not announce, ahead of time^that he Is backing you 
up, who > at a crisisjgangs up with us, Unfortunarely it takes 
a crisis to propell the Quiet American into action, 

I foresee a crisis in '77; so stay our Director 
ef the Federal Bureau of Investigation through '76jand through 
January, February, March and April ef 1977* 


Sincerely 



William LaVarre 


Box 1517 THYON, North Carolina 

28782 . 


Mr Clarence M. Kelley, 

Director, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Washington DC, 
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Dear Chief Kelley 


We can sum up my correspondence, now in 
mid January '76 - prophetic as it was - by saying: 

Sometime in late '77 or early '78 you I 
will heave a great big sigh of Relief, at having been 
through a Garden of Gethsemane, in our nation's capi¬ 
tal, and kept your honor and forthright intelligence. 

You have witnessed the fact that "It 
Can't Happen Here!" can and does, in Washington, become 
a modern "happenings". 

You have observed devils posing as report¬ 
ers and politicians. 

You have had to look up, from a witness 
table, at your inquisitors whom you would not wipe 
your feet on, in a righteous society. 

No matter what beggings, now, that you re¬ 
main Director of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
you should not prolong your experience. You have a bride 
to accompany you into pleasant living, in pleasant places 


So I greet you, at last, in a temporary 
farewell. I regret that what I first wrote you about 
could not have been - could not! - conquered, by any honest 
American, 

If you will send me your personal mail 
address I would appreciate having it for a future acquain¬ 
tance and, perhaps^a now-and-then letter. 

Many salute you in private, 


Will 


Box 1^17 TRYON, North 

Carolina 28782 


Clarence M Kelley 
Washington DC. 


“So you %mf. my demr Conlngahy, ihe world la gore rood by different pereonoge/ from 
mhai la imagined by ihoam wka are not K(ni(" Benjamin Darkoll 



